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1997-98 Family Camp

organised and many decided to try their hand at
jumping backwards over

THE 1997-8 FAMILY CAMP held at Douglas
Park from the 30 December to 3 January was
generally felt to be a great success. There were around
62 people there – a little down on previous years.
Our speaker was the Honourable James Cromarty
from the Manning Free Church congregation. He spoke
on the subject of 'Commitment to Christ.' These talks
were very well presented with many anecdotes inserted
along the way. . . Wags (Jim and Val's dog) featured
quite prominently. A smaller study group was held after
each talk (six in all over the four days) and everyone
benefited from the discussions that ensued.
The afternoons were set aside for various
activities. On the Wednesday, abseiling had been

a fifteen-metre cliff. Even Rowland Ward had a go.
Those that were not intimidated by the first jump had a
go at a larger cliff and enjoyed free-falling through the
air to land (some quite hard) at the bottom.
Wednesday, of course, was New Year's Eve. That
night, the missionary speeches were held: Vida Jurkovic about Lithuania; John Shaw from Papua New
Guinea; Trevor Leggott from Aborigines Inland
Mission; and an impromptu speech from Dennis
Muldoon (Africa Inland Mission). All of these speeches
were interesting and gave the audience an idea of what
kind of work was being done in these areas.

After these talks had concluded, the younger
generation (12 years to 50!) decided to drive into
Darling Harbour to see the Midnight fireworks. So
off we went in three cars with three mobile phones.
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Due to some excellent navigating, we arrived and
found a car park (!!) with half an hour to spare. The
atmosphere was great and the fireworks spectacular.
We all arrived back at camp rather weary at 3:00am
(after one particular red Rav 4 had been stopped for
random breath testing twice in about ten kilometres. . .
must have been the colour).
The following night, Tim McGlynn gave an
account of James Fraser of Brea which was
extremely informative. Afterwards, most people went
straight to bed!
On the Friday, Jim gave his final two talks, the
last being one on Revival, inspired by the book of
that name by Brian H. Edwards.
That afternoon, some adventurous people swam
up the river to the swimming hole below the freeway
bridge. We had a few regrettable injuries in the river
but fortunately, nothing fatal. . . although one young
lady received a calf muscle cramp which certainly
sounded fatal!
That night, the Concert was held and enjoyed by
all. There was a large sprinkling of talented artists
ranging from stunning catwalk models dressed in
beautiful garments made out of newspaper (part of the
children's program – thanks very much to Yvonne and
Ian Conley), to psalm-singing Melbournites. Special
thanks went to Jim for his wonderful talks on an
important subject.
Saturday rolled around and the clean-up began
and finished and the goodbyes were made. So much
effort went into organising this camp and all those
who attended were extremely grateful to those
people who worked so hard to make the camp
enjoyable for everyone, and a blessing in so many
ways. If the support continues as it has, it seems that
the bi-annual camps may not be able to be continued
in the future. People don't seem to realise how
uplifting and encouraging these kinds of events are.
It would be a tragedy to lose this and I hope that
support will rise for the camp in two years time.
All in all, we had a great time, learned a lot and
enjoyed wonderful fellowship with others.
– Cate Gadsby (Member, PCEA
Manning)
–––––––––––––––––
KYC 1998
On the Long Weekend in January every year,
the Katoomba Youth Convention is held. This event
is organised by the Katoomba Christian Committee
and is one of the many events they organise every
year for Christians all over the country. Many young
people attend KYC – this year there were 3,500

Christians all in the same place at the same time
worshipping the same God (This year the weekend
was split into two weekends because KCC was
finding it hard to accommodate everyone. This
function was also held on the previous weekend with
around 2000 people). It was an excellent experience
and extremely encouraging to see so many others.
There were three speakers: Frank Retief
(Anglican Pastor from a multicultural church in Cape
Town, South Africa), Ray Galea (Baptist Minister
from Rooty Hill), and Peter Currie (Pastor of
Woonona Presbyterian Community Church). These
three men spoke Bible based messages over the three
days to this massive crowd and placed in us all a
renewed realisation of God's grace and power. The
main message of the weekend was 'Eternity – a living
hope.'
I attended with a group of 17 others and here's
a tip . . . if you need accommodation, get in early! –
around November / December. I highly recommend
this weekend to all those interested in solid Bible
teaching and good fellowship; it's a great experience.
Cate Gadsby
–––––––––––––––––––

Synod 1998
Each Session should have by now
received a letter from the Armidale
Congregation re Synod 1998, which
convenes at Armidale, 7.00pm Monday 20
April.
It would be much appreciated if
commissioners who require billets contact
Jean Dawson (02 6772 8581, or write to
'Rutallah,' 193 Weirs Road, Armidale, N.S.W.
2350) A.S.A.P., if you have not already done
so.
Commissioners arranging their own
accommodation are reminded the Synod this
year coincides with NSW school holidays,
university external schools, and a golf
tournament being held in the City, so we
would advise you to book early.
Thank you for your cooperation.
– J. D.

status of justification in relation to all Christian
doctrine, diverse understandings of merit and reward,
and the possibility of salvation for those who have
not been evangelized. ECT plans to continue its
discussions. The members are individuals and do not
speak for their churches.
(Christianity Today)
– RECNE
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1998 Banner Conference
There is to be, God willing, a male-only Banner
Conference for 'Ministers, Christian Workers and
Students for the Ministry' in March. Speakers include
Allan Blanch (Anglican), Andrew Davies (Baptist), and
Douglas Milne (Presbyterian) from Australia; Martin
Holdt from South Africa; and Iain Murray from the
U.K.
The venue is the Collaroy Centre in Sydney.
Conference begins at 4.30pm on Tuesday 10.03.98, and
concludes with breakfast on Friday, 13.03.98.
Bookings must be made by Friday, 27.02.98.
Registration forms are available from
The Conference Secretary
P.O. Box 29, Sylvania, Southgate, NSW 2224
(Tel. 02 9522 9152 – Mrs. Robyn Phillips)
–––––––––––––––––––

Evangelical and Catholic Leaders
Issue Statement On Justification
Efforts to draw evangelicals and Roman
Catholics together have led to a common statement
about justification, called “The Gift of Salvation.”
The statement came from a group of individuals in
the United States who first called for Evangelical and
Catholic cooperation in a 1994 statement. Known as
Evangelicals and Catholics Together (ECT), the
group is convened by Charles Colson and John
Richard Neuhaus.
After declaring that God is creator and
redeemer, the statement notes “the work of
redemption has been accomplished by Christ's
atoning sacrifice on the cross.” This doctrine is
central to the scriptural account of salvation, the
statement said. “We agree that justification is not
earned by any good works or merits of our own; it is
entirely God's gift . . . In justification God, on the
basis of Christ's righteousness alone, declares us to
be no longer his rebellious enemies but his forgiven
friends, and by virtue of his declaration it is so.”
These positions, according to the participants,
are “in agreement with what the Reformation
traditions have meant by justification by faith alone
(sola fide).” To avoid a simplistic view of faith, the
ECT added a quote from John Calvin: ”We are
justified by faith alone, but the faith that justifies is
not alone.”
The group acknowledged there were many
problems unsolved by the statement. They included
issues such as baptismal regeneration, the normative
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EVOLUTIONARY PARANOIA
by Henry Morris
Most of the leaders in the bureaucracies that
control the scientific and educational establishments
are becoming increasingly paranoid concerning the
creation model. Perhaps they are feeling a bit guilty
about their long censorship of the scientific
evidence supporting creation. Or maybe they are
sensing an imminent breakup of the humanistic
monopoly over our education system.
In any case, their leaders are sounding the
alarm. Dr. Eugenie C. Scott is Executive Director of
an organization (founded by the Carnegie
Foundation) euphemistically called the National
Center for Science Education – which (being
translated) means the mission control center for
keeping scientific creationism out of the schools. In a
widely circulated fund-raising letter to her fellow
evolutionary scientists (the N.C.S.E. is affiliated with
the American Association for Advancement of
Science in which I hold the rank of Fellow and am
thus on the mailing list), she recites what to her is an
alarming litany of recent inroads made by
creationists in various school systems, and then
pleads: ”Please consider joining NCSE at the highest
level you can – help NCSE keep that light (i.e., the
light of evolutionism) as part of the curriculum of
our nation's children.” 1
Don't be so upset, Dr. Scott. We creationists do
not propose to take evolution out of the curriculum.
We realize that roughly half the taxpaying parents of
children and young people in our schools want
evolution taught, and they have that right.
But remember that the other half are
creationists, and they also pay taxes. “Poll after poll
shows our country almost equally divided between
those who accept and those who reject the theory that
all the earth's flora and fauna descended from a
common ancestor. .” 2 In fact, the polls also show
that even most parents who are evolutionists agree
that both models should be taught.
But doctrinaire evolutionists are passionately
afraid that this would bring “religion” back into the
schools. Even if creationists offer not to use the
Bible or even to mention God, but only to use
scientific evidence, evolutionists fear that it would
still support “religion.” Dr. Scott deduces that:

”Other creationist aliases include 'abrupt appearance
theory' and 'intelligent design theory'” 3 and that
these might cause students to attribute such sudden
appearances and intelligent design to (perhaps this
should be whispered) “The God of the Bible” 4
Well, how about merely including a brief
discussion of the scientific evidences against
evolution, with no reference at all to God, creation,
the Bible, design, sudden appearance, or anything
like that. The dissenting opinion of Justice Scalia in
the 1987 Supreme Court decision to strike down
Louisiana's two model law, said that Christians ”are
quite entitled, as a secular matter, to have whatever
scientific evidence there may be against evolution
presented in their schools, just as Mr Scopes was
entitled to present whatever scientific evidence there
was for it.”
But evolutionists are wary of this also. Dr.
Scott, expressing the paranoid fear felt by most
evolutionary leaders at such a suggestion, complains
that such an approach would be ”virtually guaranteed
to confuse students about evolution and may lead
them to reject one of the major themes of science” 5
It does seem unnaturally strange for
evolutionists to be so afraid that students may reject
evolution if they hear any scientific evidence on the
other side. They insist repeatedly that evolution is a
proved fact of science, and they are quite free to
present all the positive evidence for evolution that
they can, so what are they afraid of?
Instead of giving the scientific evidence for real
evolution (not small horizontal variations, of course,
but vertical evolution from amoeba to man), they resort
to authoritarianism (“all we scientists believe it, so it
must be true”). As far as the scientific evidence for
creation is concerned (which they assume is really the
same as the scientific evidence against evolution), they
deal with that mainly by name-calling.
“Creationism is an incredible pain in the neck,
neither honest nor useful, and the people who advocate
it have no idea how much damage they are doing to the
credibility of belief.” So says Sir John Houghton, 6 a
physicist who professes to believe in God. Richard
Dawkins, the atheistic zoologist who is probably the
most influential evolutionist in Great Britain, “now
goes so far as to say that anyone who believes in a
Creator God is scientifically illiterate.” 7
Another recent article says that the reason so
many students and people in general are turning to
creationism is because “we (that is, we biology
professors) are doing a poor job of educating our
biology students about Darwin, evolution, and the
nature of science” 8
No doubt he is right. I have often told
evolutionists that they are going to a tremendous
amount of trouble trying to stop the creationism
revival, when all they would have to do is to present

one real proof of true evolution. If they would just
take the time to give one single definite scientific
proof of macro-evolution instead of fuzzy
generalities, then we might all become evolutionists.
But this they will not do because they have no
such proof. There is no scientific proof of evolution.
They can recite certain supposed scientific evidences
for evolution (humans and chimpanzees have many
similarities) but creationists can also cite scientific
evidences against it (there are many even greater
differences between humans and chimpanzees).
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As a matter of fact, in all human history, no one
has ever seen any real evolution take place
(horizontal variation within kinds is not macroevolution), although thousands of species have
become extinct during human history. Furthermore,
out of the billions of known fossils in the earth's rock
record of the past, no true intermediate evolutionary
transitional form between kinds has ever been
discovered, whereas there ought to be large numbers
of such intermediate forms if evolution had really
happened.
No wonder evolutionists become paranoid when
asked to allow both sides of the creation-evolution
issue to be heard. They cannot respond with real
scientific evidence, because there is none – no
evolution in the present, none in the past. This has
become painfully obvious in the hundreds of
scientific debates between evolutionists and
creationists during the past 25 years.
Consequently, Eugenie Scott, from her strategic
position as director of the main anti-creationist
organization, is now warning her fellow evolutionists
not to debate the issue at all. “Avoid Debates,” she
says. ”If your local campus Christian fellowship asks
you to 'defend evolution,' please decline you probably
will get beaten” 9
It is easier to deal with creationism with
bombast than with evidence and by ad hominem
arguments rather than by scientific arguments.
And, of course, this approach works quite well
in most cases, since many people by nature would
rather keep God and his control over their lives as far
off as possible anyway. Even many Christian leaders
are intimidated and would rather go along with them
(or even to ignore the whole subject) than to take a
clear and knowledgeable stand for true Biblical
creationism. Note the widespread euphoria over the
Pope's statement last year seeming to endorse
evolutionism. Not only Catholic intellectuals and
liberal Protestants are going along with evolutionism,
but so are many evangelicals. “Later this year, the
Fuller Theological Seminary in Pasadena, California
(the intellectual hub of conservative Protestant
denominations), will publish a book acknowledging
a natural origin for the human family tree” 10

In spite of all this, however, there are now
thousands of well-trained scientists who have
become creationists, as well as a growing number of
solidly Biblical churches and schools. Many people
are not afraid to consider the Biblical and scientific
evidences for creation – even recent creation! And
when they do, many do reject the entire evolutionary
system with all its humanistic baggage.
That is why so many evolutionary leaders seem
to become paranoid about this. My Webster's
dictionary defines “paranoia” as a mental attitude
“characterized by systematized delusions of
persecution and of one's own greatness.”
We Christian creationists are not the least bit
afraid to have people consider the evidences (if there
are any) for evolution, so why are they so afraid to
let them hear the evidences for creation?
In the meantime, the Bible assures us that “God
has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power, and
of love, and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1: 7).

The original of this picture appeared in Thomas
Huxley's On the Relations of Man to the Lower
Animals in 1863. It has been repeated in various
forms since then. The gibbon was mistakenly
reproduced at twice scale.
– From Taylor, I. T. In the Minds of Men (TFE, 1991)
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Filling A Need
From the Synod Treasurer

John, and grand-niece Helen children of Don and
Peggie Ramsay, of PCEA Geelong) is former
PCEA medical missionary to India, Dr Helen
Ramsay. On Tuesday, 13 January, members of the
Manning Congregation joined in a barbecue at
Old Bar to celebrate Helen's 70th birthday.

Details of the main Synod Working Funds for twelve months ended 31/12/97:
Account
Balance
Payments
Receipts*
31/12/96
Congs
Interest Other*
& Dividends
Church Extension
2864
2500
2433
1576
1558
Missions (General)
18415
24578
9469
7749 10196
Missionary Support:
- L. Tupua(Fiji)
Nil
15971 10793
0
5178
- T. Leggott (AIM)
Nil
23735
7530
0
16205
Missions (Relief)
485410
34025
0
47210
0
Train of Ministry
50482
1204
963
6035
3100
Youth & Fellowship
10813
3591
0
2817
374
Synod General Fund
9334
6372
1645
2046 15565

Total
Receipts

Balance
31/12/97

5567
27414

5931
21251

15971
23735
47210
10098
3191
19256

Nil
Nil
498595
59376
10413
22218

Receipts Other: –
Church Extension
Rents received (Boronia Vic.
1558
Missions (General) From the Frontiers subscriptions
1247
Donations received through Steer Inc.
1750
Repayments {Sale of car to L Tupua)
1000
Donations received from Individuals
677
Rents received (Boronia Vic. property)
5522
10196
Miss. Support (L Tupua - Fiji) Donations received from individuals
1100
Transfer shortfall from Missions General
4078
5178
Miss. Support {T Leggott - AIM) Donations received from Individuals
1100
Transfer shortfall from Missions General
15105
16205
Train of Ministry
Student Bond repayments
3100
Youth & Fellowship
Refund of Camp Fees etc.
374
Synod General Fund
Contributions: Deacons Cts for cost of Synod
3735
Bequest received (Estate late I.C.McKinnon)
11830
15565
Contributions by Congregations and Individuals to Synod Funds for twelve months ended 31/12/97 totalled
$40570. This was an increase of 39% on 1996.
The largest increase was in givings to Missions (General / Fiji / Leggott) which totalled $31669 - up $16156 on
the 1996 total of $15513. This was an increase of 104%. However, shortfalls in funding of Missionary Support (Tupua
/ Fiji $ 4078 and Leggott / AIM $15105) had to be provided from Missions General which closed with a credit balance
of $21251, less budgeted donations of $7000 still to be made which will reduce this figure to $14251.
Otherwise all commitments were met from their respective Committee Funds and a generous donation of
$11830 was received from the Estate of the late Isabel Cumberland MacKinnon.
Our needs were filled in 1997.
– Alex H. Steel
Treasurer of Synod
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FELLOWSHIP
VOLUME 12

NUMBER

1
JAN/ FEB, 1998.
Friends,
As you notice Fellowship is no longer a
separate paper, just a small section of The
Presbyterian Banner. The aim is to provide
material more suited to younger people who
believe they are still fellowshippers.
I would be happy to receive material for
publication, as well as any suggestions for the
future.
May God be pleased to bless you as you read and
may all our readers know Christ as Lord and
Saviour.
Jim Cromarty.
*
*
*
*
*
Treasure in pieces of clay
'But we have this treasure in earthen vessels,
that the excellence of the power may be of God
and not of us' (2 Corinthians 4: 7).
*
*
*
*
*
Read 2 Corinthians 4: 1-15
*
*
*
*
*
My brother John rang me one day to tell me
of a wedding he conducted some time ago. He
was laughing and said that at the wedding
breakfast the bridegroom messed up his speech.
The poor man stood up beside his new wife and
began to speak. He thanked everyone for coming
along and for their gifts and then began to speak
about the beautiful girls sitting beside him.
However, instead of saying sweet things about his
new wife, he spent most of the time talking about
her beautiful wedding clothes. He pointed to the
pearls and other pieces that sparkled in the light
and said they looked beautiful. Then he spoke
about the stunning gown and veil. John said he
even mentioned the satin shoes she wore. Then
the new wife stood up and said, “Yes, the clothes
are great, but he didn't say anything about me!”
She then spoke glowingly about the kind man she
had married. She didn't even mention his well

cut, new suit. Clothes are important, but what
really matters is what the person inside the
clothes is like.
When John found his first nugget of gold it
was in the middle of a lump of clay. When he
eventually had the gold in his hand he thought of
the text we have today. However, he made a
mistake with his magnificent golden nugget. He
bought a very smart container to hold his
precious piece of gold. When he showed it to his
friends everyone commented about the lovely
case as it looked more precious than the gold. For
a short time afterwards John carried his nugget
around in an old leather bag hanging from his
neck. Most people have never seen a lump of
gold and say how great it looks when John holds
it in his hand. When people pick it up for a closer
look John keeps a close watch on where it goes.
Our text and reading speak of a great
treasure that is found in vessels of clay. That
treasure is Christ and the glorious gospel of
salvation which is to be found in him. The gospel
is carried about in vessels of clay – that is by
human beings. We are made of the dust of the
earth and have the glorious truths of Christ in our
hearts. It is humans who speak of Christ and
glorify the Redeemer. Elsewhere Paul said that he
preached the gospel in plain language and often
was filled with godly fear as he did. Writing to
the Corinthians he said: “I was with you in
weakness, in fear, and in much trembling. And
my speech and my preaching were not with
persuasive words of human wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power” (1
Corinthians 2: 3,4). In our reading Paul tells us
that the gospel is contained in bodies that are
dying. He had suffered greatly as he went from
city to city preaching Christ crucified. Paul knew
that his body would one day die, but it would be
raised anew – just like the glorious resurrected
body of his Saviour.
It is the gospel that brings spiritual life to
sinners. Pastors and others who preach the gospel
are rarely the most glamorous men, nor do they
dress up in the best of clothing. They do not have
to use fancy words. But what a great privilege it
is for humans to be carriers of the gospel of
salvation in Christ.
When vessels of clay preach Christ all the
glory goes to the Lord. May we all love the Lord
and glorify his name every day of our lives.
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Activities
1.. It is usually just ordinary people who witness
to the saving work of the Lord Jesus Christ. Why
is this so?
2.. Paul speaks about the 'treasure in earthen
vessels.' What is the 'treasure' and what is the
'earthen vessel' he speaks about?
3.. Why can we say that we are earthen vessels?
Destructive Anger

When I have lost my temper,
I have lost my reason too;
I'm never proud of anything
Which angrily I do.
When I have talked in anger
And my cheeks are flaming red,
I have always uttered something
That I wish I hadn't said.
In anger I have never done
A kindly deed, or wise;
But many things for which I know
I should apologise.
In looking back across my life
And all I've lost or made,
I can't recall a single time
When anger ever paid.

Giving the very best
If you should invite guests to a meal in your
home, you wouldn't warm up leftovers and serve
them on paper plates in front of the television.
No, you would probably prepare a special meal,
use your best china and spend some quality time
with your guests.
In the same way we should offer the very
best to Jesus rather than give him the leftovers of
our lives. We bring honour to our Saviour when
we give him the best of our time, talents, and
treasures.
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The Covert
(Rev E. R. Lee. – Spoken to young people on the
day of a Communion Service.)
“A man will be as an hiding place from the
wind and a covert from the tempest...” Isaiah
32: 2.

God's servant Isaiah said among many other
wonderful things, that man would be a covert
from the storm. Do you know what is a covert? It
is a shelter, a place for protection. In certain
places in Australia they have coverts from
cyclones. When the great winds come the people
go to their coverts or shelters.
But Isaiah says, A man shall be a covert
from the storm. The other day a terrible storm
blew in Port Arthur. It was not a storm of wind, it
was a storm of killing when a crazed man with an
automatic rifle deliberately and coldly killed 35
people. During this terrifying time, a man seeing
the gunman approaching, threw himself on top of
a young girl. He covered her with his body to
protect her. The girl was not harmed but the man
was struck by the bullet and his jaw smashed. We
would all agree that it was a brave and loving
thing to do. He was her protector, a covert from
the storm.
At the Lord's Supper, we remember the Lord
Jesus and his death. He was the covert, he was the
man that Isaiah had in mind. Seeing that we were
in such great danger because of our sins and
foolishness, he covered us with his body. He gave

up his own body to death on the cross to protect
us. The deadly bullet of judgment meant for us he
took himself. Peter one of the Lord's apostles puts
it this way, “He himself carried our sins in his
own body on the tree.”
That is why we who have believed, love him
and remember him. And we remember he was not
only a covert from the storm many years ago
when he died on the cross, he is our covert today
from all that could separate us from God and
eternal life. He does not shelter us from trouble
but he does shelter us from the evil one. And we
remember that when he comes again in glory he
will be our shelter on the great day of judgment
when the storm of real trouble blows. Have you
found your shelter in Jesus?
As we remember him at the Lord's Table we
shall be praying something like this;
“Other refuge have I none,
Hangs my helpless soul on thee;
Leave, O leave me not alone,
Still support and comfort me.
All my trust on thee is stayed,
All my help from thee I bring;
Cover my defenceless head with the
shadow of thy wing.”
We shall also be praying that one day you
will join us at the Lord's Table in remembering
our Lord Jesus Christ as the covert from the
storm. People go to their shelters in Queensland
when they hear the news that the storm is near.
The storm of evil is near to us all. It is time for
you to take shelter in the Lord Jesus Christ. There
is no way of salvation, but through Him.
–––––––––––––––––––
A Christian Tune-up

1.. Adjust your lights so others may see your
good works.
2.. Set your timing to be in church on time.
3.. Adjust the breaks on your tongue so you may
always speak well of others.
4.. Align your direction to follow the straight and
narrow path of God's will.
5.. Attune your mind to think on pure and holy

things.
gladness.
6.. Anti-freeze your heart; be fervent and zealous
in the Lord's service.
7.. Lubricate your spirit with the oil of joy and 11

Missions Update
Tigi and Astrid Wed
Dr Tigi Verghis and Miss Astrid Blanke were
married on 29 November 1997 at the Johanneskirche in Filderstadt-Bernhausen, Germany.

Writing on 28 December, Tigi expressed
their thanks to the greetings and best wishes of
the PCEA, conveyed by the Convener of
Missions. During their honeymoon, they toured
eastern Germany for three weeks, arriving back
in Stuttgart on 19 December. “By then, we were
totally churched, castled and museumed out!!!”
writes Tigi.
They were hoping to be back in India in late
February, if not earlier, where Tigi will be
continuing the work left by Dr Dennis Muldoon,
at the Allahabad Agricultural Institute.
“We trust that you all have had a really good
time over Christmas and want to wish you God's
blessings and guidance in the year ahead.”
Contact details:
Astrid Blanke-Verghis and Tigi Verghis
Non-Formal Education Centre
Allahabad Agricultural Institute
Allahabad 211007, U.P., India.
Tel. INT+91 532 696485
E-mail:
NFEC@AAI.wiprobt.ems.vsnl.net.in
(write “For Tigi and Astrid” in the Subject line)

Shock Resignation

In a move that has shocked the Africa Inland
Mision, Home Director Dr Dennis Muldoon has
tendered his resignation and taken up a 3 year contract
with the NSW Department of Agriculture, based at the
Yanco Agricultural Institute at Wagga. He is now
employed as Sustainability Officer in an industry
funded position at Yanco.
As reported in the September 1997 Banner, Dr
Muldoon was appointed Director of Af.I.M. and
commissioned at a service held on 17 August. The
initial appointment was for 3 or 4 years, with Af.I.M.
guaranteeing Dr Muldoon's support for the first 12
months, giving him time to build up a personal
supporter-base.
During his short period in the position, he visited
Af.I.M. missionaries in Kenya, Uganda and Tanzania,
and attended the A.I.M. Conference in the UK. He also
accompanied Rev. Trevor Leggott in a visit to Fiji, and
provided a useful report of the situation there to the
PCEA Missions Committee.
Asked by the Banner if he had any comment to
make about his sudden departure from Af.I.M., Dr
Muldoon stressed that there had been no change in his
commitment to mission, and to Af.I.M. in particular: he
had enjoyed working with Af.I.M. people, and in fact
had offered to serve on the Board. However, after
taking up his position, he had found that while there
was a considerable administrative burden, it was not
really a full-time position. He also said that he found it
uncomfortable conducting deputation meetings in
which he was asking for support both for himself as
well as for overseas missionaries. Furthermore, he
foresaw problems in the longer term so that when the
offer of a position with the Dept. of Agriculture was
made, he had decided to accept it.
He has no intention at this stage of pursuing his
application to be received as a student of the PCEA, Dr
Muldoon said. Mrs Muldoon and the two younger
children continue to reside at their recently purchased
house in Georges Hall, south of Sydney, while Dr.
Muldoon spends the working week at Wagga.

The Muldoon Family
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Melbourne News
91 people were present at the Narre Warren
Church on 13 December 1997. There were several
purposes for the meeting. After praise, reading of
Scripture and prayer, we came to the farewell for
Willie and Ena Mackay: “Quiet achievers,” someone said. They are that. Even though not as well
known in our midst as some, due to Willie's
punishing 60 hour a week schedule at PLC, their
contribution was marked. Brian Bayston, the Law
Agent of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria and a
member of PLC Council spoke appropriately. A gift
of distinctively Australian china was presented
together with a lovely framed Scripture text made by
one of our members, Christine Carter.
Then there was a presentation to Keith Sewell who
had conducted public worship with great acceptance in
our various centres, chiefly Narre Warren, more than 40
times in the past 14 months.

window furnishings and with a colour scheme the
Balls were able to choose including the painting
(which they did themselves most expertly). The
Balls' furniture has not yet arrived (apparently it is in
Brisbane) but is expected early February. The
children are enrolled at nearby Maranatha Christian
School.
Attendances are encouraging. Total membership
at Narre Warren at 31.12.1997 was 18 (up 5 for the
year) with 12 adherents and 8 children. Offerings in
1997 were up 26% on 1996, and are currently
running at some 50% above 1997's average. Narre
Warren is a separate charge as of 1 January 1998. At
a meeting with the congregation on 17 January the
Presbytery sustained a unanimous call to Mr Ball,
and his induction was appointed for Friday 13
February at 7.30pm.
At Knox there has been a little slippage in
attendance, perhaps due to the heavy workload
caring for the three centres, but offerings were up 6%
and investment income also rose. Excluding a
bequest, the surplus was $4,191 after meeting the
expenses connected with Narre Warren and
contributing about $6,000 to Synod Missions Fund.
The year 1998 should see consolidation and we hope
growth numerically and spiritually. The Peter Smith
family have settled in to their home for the next three
years. Cameron is enrolled at St Andrew's Christian
College in Burwood, where 3 others connected with
the congregation also attend.

The Balls: Philip, George, Linda, Rhoda, Amy

And then the Ball family who had arrived on 4
December. Reading lights for the younger members
of the family, a radio / cassette/ CD for Rhoda and a
substantial monetary gift for George were duly
presented. It was a delight to hear Rhoda and George
respond, and then to have greetings, some by letter
and others from those present: John Cromarty from
Geelong, Bruce Dunne from the Hunter, where
George ministered for several months in 1994,
Barry Gregor from the Presbyterian Reformed
Church in Nunawading, and Lynsey Blakston from
the Reformed Presbyterian Church in Sunbury.
Then there were thanks to all those who had
contributed to the coming of the Balls. After a photo
opportunity there was a lovely spread to eat. While
this was happening the elders (Rowland, Willie and
Iohn Louden) met and brought all the affairs at Knox
and Narre Warren up to date.
The Narre Warren manse has been renovated
internally with new floor coverings and tiling and
kitchen bench tops the main jobs. While its condition
at the time the Balls arrived was not all we would
have liked all is now completed apart from new

–––––––––––––––––––
Books Needed
Mr. Jay Dunning, member of PCEA Geelong,
is beginning private theological studies at the
Presbyterian Theological College in Melbourne
this year. Jay is keen to acquire copies of Calvin's
Institutes (2 vol. Battles translation) and The SelfDisclosure of Jesus by Geerhardus Vos. If you can
help, please contact Jay on 03 5282 2893.
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Southern Presbytery Minute 13.11.1997:
William M. Mackay
Rev William Morton Mackay became Principal
of Presbyterian Ladies' College, Melbourne, in 1986
and has led the school through a time of transition
during which its Christian character has been
affirmed and its pre-eminent role in women's
education fully maintained. At once connected
himself with the Melbourne Congregation, he was
subsequently elected an elder, and for the past three
years has served as the Clerk to the Deacons Court.
He was granted a seat on Southern Presbytery by
Synod and convened the Synod Missions
Committee from 1988-95. He now leaves our shores
during his term as Presbytery Moderator and is
commended to our brethren in the Free Church of
Scotland as a minister in good standing and one who
has contributed in a significant way to the Christian
good of Australia. We thank God for every
remembrance of him, and wish Mr and Mrs Mackay
the blessing of the Lord in their retirement in
Edinburgh.
–––––––––––––––––
Geelong News
Our Monday evening discussion group has
been functioning for about five months and it has
proved to be of considerable benefit to all who
attend. It meets in the Manse and all are welcome.
Some come only when they have particular
questions they wish to be discussed while others
attend regularly.
Sometimes during an evening we deal with
four or five questions and at other times we focus
on one issue only. Usually we do not know what
will be raised until we meet.
Amongst the subjects discussed have been:
The Christmas/ Easter question.
Baptism and the Covenant of Grace
Guidance
Prophecy and Tongues
The unpardonable sin
Will there be a secret rapture?
Psalms ans unaccompanied singing
The five points of Calvinism
Great biblical words, eg. Redemption, justification, etc.
Free Church history
What is meant by “the valley of the shadow of death?”
Our subordinate standards
Different forms of church government
How should I pray; and hindrances to prayer.
(And the list goes on!!)

This will continue as long as there is a
perceived need.
On New Year's Eve the congregation met for
worship. A number of our men read the Scriptures,
spoke briefly and prayed. This was followed by
supper. Jay Dunning, who has considerable
musical gifts, sang a bracket of songs which
delighted us all. We concluded the night with a
prayer of thanksgiving to God and in the
confidence that during 1998 he will never leave us
nor forsake us.
On the Lord's Day 25 January, Rev. Edwin
Lee was inducted to the eldership in our
congregation. We are so privileged having Edwin
and Barbara with us and we look forward to their
ongoing contribution to the life of the church.
Jason Coghill (whose CD's on the Psalms are
well known) is presently in Pakistan. He is due to
return in early February. His latest CD is
professionally produced and highly recommended.
– JMC
––––––––––––––––––
Geelong Celebration
The
Geelong
Congregation
recently
celebrated the 25 years that the Rev. Iohn
Cromarty completed as preacher in the Geelong
pulpit. The short but impressive ceremony was led
by elder David Manly, who expressed the
Congregation's gratitude for the faithful, fervent
ministry of John and the kindly and generous
hospitality of Elizabeth. Others expressed
appreciation of the ministry of John and Elizabeth,
including Edwin Lee, who recalled the low state in
which the Congregation existed before John began
his ministry. Suitable gifts were made to the
minister and his wife, who were taken by surprise
by the show of gratitude and appreciation. Lunch
followed and a celebratory cake was presented and
consumed.
Arrangements were in the hands of elders
assisted by Ainsley Feldman, who contributed
greatly to a very happy occasion.
–
ERL
––––––––––––––––
Sydney South News
In news just to hand, Session Clerk, Mr Neil
MacPherson reports that the Rev. Ronnie and Mrs
Joan Morrison have been cleared by the
Department of Immigration to come to Australia
for an initial period of 12 months. Mr Morrison
will supply Sydney South Congregation at the
invitation of the Rev. Timothy McGlynn, Interim

Moderator.
Mr Morrison (ordained in 1988) was formerly
the minister of the Free Church of Scotland
Congregation of North Uist and Grimsay,
Presbytery of Skye and Uist.
We look forward to the Morrison's arrival later
this year.
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Letter to the Editor
12.12.97
Dear Peter,
I read with interest your report, in the November
issue of the Banner, which outlined the events of the
International Conference of Reformed Churches (ICRC).
It is encouraging to see such a gathering of
representatives from many branches of Christ's Church
who consider themselves Reformed.
Nevertheless, there was one matter in your report
that particularly alarmed me, namely Dr Soon-Gil Hur's
presentation entitled “Women in Office, with Particular
Reference to Deaconesses.” It appears that both the title
and contents of his paper suggest that women might be
installed as 'unordained deaconesses or assistant deacons.'
I believe this assertion amounts to a departure from
scriptural church government. Any fair reader of God's
Word would have to come to a conclusion that there are
but two church offices instituted by the Most High, ie.,
the office of elder / bishop and the office of deacon. If
any Reformed church were to establish the position of
'unordained deaconess' or 'assistant-deacon' (whether the
latter was male or female) it would, in effect, create an
additional office, I am convinced that there is no divine
warrant for this whatsoever. Furthermore, it is entirely
possible that such a church, if it fell into a deeper
backsliding phase, could eventually abolish the office of
'assistant' or 'unordained' deacon(ess) and ultimately
ordain both men and women to the diaconate.
The Bible reveals very plainly that deacons are to
be men. In 1Timothy 3:1 1-12 we read 'Even so must
their wives be grave, not slanderers, sober, faithful in all
things. Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife,
ruling their children and their own houses well.'
[emphasis mine]. None of this should ever discourage
women from active good works, something which the
LORD expects from all his children. It may be observed
that, throughout church history, the LORD has used
many women as able instruments of good, often to great
benefit for the welfare of his kingdom. One thing is clear,
there is no actual church office instituted by God for
women, according to his divine and infinite wisdom.
I sincerely hope and pray that none of the ICRC
member churches felt encouraged to establish an
unscriptural, third office in Christ's church.
Kind regards, yours faithfully,
Hank Optland

––––––––––––––––––

Book Review
King of the Cannibals
by Jim Cromarty. (Champions of the Faith series: Evangelical Press, 1997. Pb. 288 pages, $15 from the author.)
Reviewed by Dorothy Upton, Hunter/Barrington.
I find it warming to read stories of missionaries –
those wonderful people who serve God in other lands.
This story is about the life of John G. Paton; a
particularly uplifting book set in the New Hebrides in the
latter years of the 19th Century. John Paton was an
ordinary man called to do extraordinary things for Christ;
things he regarded as a privilege, never as a sacrifice.
Having been converted under Jim's ministry and
having read his previous books I was predisposed to
enjoy his latest offering.
I expected it to be challenging. It was. I expected it
to be inspiring. It was. I expected it to be encouraging. It
was. I expected it to be enjoyable reading. It was.
It is written in Jim's typical simple, straightforward
style. As with his previous books there are points to
ponder and lessons to be learned, for young and old
alike. It is unusual for an author to appeal to all age
groups, but Jim's writings are able to do just that.
From his childhood in Scotland, John Paton moved
with single-minded determination towards the goal of
serving his Lord on the mission fields. He was unaware
that his deeply Christian parents had dedicated him to
mission work when he was a baby. When he told them of
his decision to become a missionary, they were able to
admit that this had been their prayer for him at birth.
He worked in a variety of occupations, all of which
were useful to him later when he lived in the most
primitive conditions on the island of Tanna. It was a life
of difficulty and danger. His wife Mary died of a fever
shortly after giving birth to their son Peter; this was only
a few months following their arrival on Tanna. Peter died
a couple of weeks later and they were both buried on the
island. Eventually Paton and the other missionaries were
forced to leave, and Paton was persuaded to go to
Australia in an effort to raise funds for a new supply
ship. From there he returned to Scotland and before
setting out once more for the New Hebrides, he married
again (Margaret). They settled on the island of Aniwa
where the people were more receptive. Their work was
helped by native Christians from other islands and
eventually John and his family left the work in their
capable hands and travelled the world to raise much
needed funds so that the work might continue.
John spent his last years living with his daughter-inlaw in Melbourne. He died in 1907 at the age of 83, two
years after his wife Margaret.
This book is not, however, a biography. At the end
of each chapter is a section 'to think about.' Here we are
prompted to apply to our lives the biblical teachings that
so influenced John Paton. A striking example of this is
John's accepting the advice of others instead of following
his own inclinations.

As Christians we must be ready to listen to the
–––––––––––––––
advice of others and at times bow to their wise counsel, 6. Search Work
even though it might not be what we want. We all need As published in each issue of The Presbyterian
to ask the question: 'I can give advice, but do I listen to Banner P
the advice of my friends?'
'King of the Cannibals'; another in the series of
readable books from the pen of Jim Cromarty, and it is
certainly a worthy addition to any collection.

7. Essay Writing
Section 1 Ages 8-10 years P
YOUTH & FELLOWSHIP 1998
(i.e. not turning 11 before 30.6.98)
Set work for certificates and prizes
“Outline in order the days of creation and tell
There is no age limit for undertaking this work what God made on each of those days. Illustrate
except where indicated.
one of the days of creation.”
C = certificate P = prize
Section 2 Ages 11-14 P
––––––––––––––
(i.e. not turning 15 before 30.6.98)
1. Scripture
“How did God make Adam and Eve? Write
Level 1: Matthew 28: 1-10 C
about their character and work in the Garden of
Level 2: Isaiah 55 C
Eden.”
––––––––––––––
Section 3 Ages 15 years + P
2. Metrical Psalms
(i.e. not turning 19 before 30.6.98)
Juniors (under 7 years)
“We are told that God rested on the seventh day.
Psalms 23 & 121 C
The commandments tell us that we are to rest
Psalms 67 & 100 C
one day in seven. How should Christians use the
Level 1
first day of the week to the glory of God?”
Psalm 124 2nd Version C
Level 2
Closing date for essays is Monday 29 June
Psalm 33: 1-11 C
1998. Send essays to:
Psalm 96: 1-11 C
Jim & Val Cromarty
––––––––––––––
3 Appaloosa Place, Wingham NSW 2429
3. Recitation, in correct order, of all the books
of the Bible C
We urge parents to encourage their children
––––––––––––––––
to take part in the essay writing competition.
4. Shorter Catechism
Please discuss the topic with the younger
Section 1: 1-10 C
children and give help where needed. However,
Section 2:11-22 C
ensure that the final effort is the work of the
Section 3: 23-38 C
entrant. It is disappointing when only very few
Section 4: 39-62 C
entries are received so we look forward to many
Section 5: 63-88 C
entries in 1998. Congratulations to those who
Section 6: 89-107 C
made the effort in 1997. Each received a prize.
Section 7: 1-107, completed word perfect in a And thanks to parents and Sunday School
single session C+P
teachers (and others) who encouraged the
––––––––––––––––
youngsters to “have a go.”
5. Psalm Singing
Level 1 C
Salzburg (Ps 61:1)
Babel's Streams (Ps 137:1)
Crediton (Ps 19:7)
Milton (Ps 29:1)
Level 2 (+ Level 1) C
Montrose (Ps 68.1)
Garelochside (Ps 67: 1)
Old 124th (Ps 124 2nd version)
Bishopthorpe (Ps 81:1)
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January to March Search Work
January
Senior and Intermediate
Intermediate omit questions 6 and 8
1 Kings chapter 19
1. What did Elijah do after he had gone a day's journey
into the wilderness?
2. For how long did Elijah travel on the meal prepared by
the angel?
3. What was Elijah's reaction to the 'still small voice?'
4. How many did the Lord say he had left in Israel that
had not bowed the knee to Baal?
5. What was Elisha's response when Elijah cast his mantle
on him? (2 verses)
Chapter 20
6. What was the reply of the king of Israel to Benhadad's
insulting remark about the dust of Samaria?
7. What would the Lord do because the Syrians had said,
The Lord is God of the hills and not of the valleys?
8. What did the prophet say would happen because Ahab
had let Benhadad go?
Junior
Genesis chapter 25
1. Where was Abraham buried? (2 verses)
2. What did the Lord say to Rebekah about her children?
3. When the boys grew, what kind of man did each
become?
4. What did Jacob give Esau in exchange for his
birthright?
February
Senior and Intermediate
Intermediate omit questions 5 and 6
1 Kings chapter 21
1. What was Naboth's answer when Ahab asked him to
give him his vineyard?
2. What did Jezebel write in the letters she sent to the
elders of Naboth's city? (2 verses)
3. What was to happen to Ahab in the place where the
dogs licked Naboth's blood?
4. What would happen to Jezebel?
Chapter 22:1-40
5. Why did Ahab hate Micaiah?

–––––––––––––
March Birthdays
Alexander King
Beth Shaw
Esther Hamilton
Adrian Zuanic
lohn Ramsay

Mount Hutton
Lae
Cooee
Mt Druitt
Highton

NSW
PNG
Tas.
NSW
Vic.

Maika Tupua
Suva
Fiji
Hugh Jonas
Wauchope
NSW
Jessica Dyball
Gosford
NSW
Hannah Gillies
Maclean
NSW
Matthew Lam
Blakehurst
NSW
Mia Bancroft
Queenscliff
NSW
Stephen Shaw
Lae
PNG
Kester Lewis Gascoyne Lane Cove
NSW
6. According to Micaiah' story, how was Ahab persuaded
to go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead? (2 verses)
7. How was Ahab wounded in the battle?
8. What happened when Ahab's chariot was washed in the
pool of Samaria?
Junior
Genesis chapter 27
1. When Isaac was old, what did he ask Esau to do? (2
verses)
2. How did Rebekah dress Jacob in order to deceive
Isaac? (2 verses)
3. What was the blessing that Isaac gave to Jacob? (2
verses only)
4. What did Isaac say when he realised what Jacob had
done?
March
Senior and Intermediate
Intermediate omit questions 3 and 8
2 Kings chapter 1
1. What message did the Lord send by Elijah to Ahaziah?
(2 verses)
2. What did the captain of the third fifty say to Elijah,
and what was the answer of the angel of the Lord? (3
verses)
Chapter 2
3. What was Elisha's reply when Elijah asked what he
should do for him before he was taken up? What
condition would apply? (2 verses)
4. What words did Elisha use when he smote the waters
of Jordan? What was the result?
5. How did Elisha heal the waters of Jericho? (2 verses)
Chapter 3
6. What was the situation after the three kings had been
seven days in the wilderness of Edom?
7. What was the only reason Elisha would look towards
the king of Israel?
8. What did the Moabites see when they rose the next
morning? What did they think it was? What happened
when they came to the camp of Israel? (3 verses)
Junior
Genesis chapter 28
1. In what words did Isaac bless Jacob before he sent
him away? (2 verses)
2. What did Jacob see in his dream? (1 verse only)
3. What did Jacob say when he awoke out of sleep? (2
verses)
4. What vow did Jacob make at Beth-el? (3 verses)
Write out the verses, and send your answers to:
Mrs Irene Steel, P.O. Box 942, Epping, NSW 2121
––––––––––––––––

1997 S.W. Awards
The following children have been awarded book prizes

for completing the Search Work answers for 1997:
Senior Section
David Steel, Michael Steel, Katherine Wells
Intermediate Section
Luke Hutchins, Katy Hutchins, Grant MacKay, Hannah
Reeve, Peter Reeve, Sarah Wells
Junior Section
Lydia Reeve, Naomi Steel, Elizabeth Ward, Samuel Ward

Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia
1998 Church Directory
The Synod of Eastern Australia
Moderator 1997-98: Rev. J. M. Cromarty, Geelong.
Moderator-elect 1998-99: Rev. R. W. Murray, Grafton
& Maclean.
Clerk of Synod: Rev. Dr. W. J. W. Hanna, Brisbane.
Assistant Clerk: Rev. T. I. Leggott, AIM (see p.8.)
Treasurer of Synod: Mr. A. H. Steel, P.O. Box 942,
Epping, NSW 2121. Tel. 02 9876 2073.
Synod 1998: 20-24 April, at Armidale.
Conveners of Synod Committees 1997-98
Administration: Clerk of Synod (as above).
Church Extension & Supply: Rev. J. M. Cromarty,
Geelong.
Church & Nation (including former Faith & Life,
Publications and Psalmody Committees): Rev. A. L.
Tripovich, Hastings.
Finance: Mr. A. H. Steel, as above.
8:14 Foundation: Treasurer of Synod, as above.
Inter-Church Relations: Rev. W. P. Gadsby, Manning.
Law & Advisory: Clerk of Synod (as above).
Missions: Rev. W. P. Gadsby, Manning.
Provident Funds: Rev. Dr R. S. Ward, Melbourne.
Training of Ministry: Rev. J. M. Cromarty, Geelong
Youth & Fellowship: Mr. N.A. McPherson, Sydney
South.
Clerks of Trust Corporations:
Victoria and Tasmania: Rev. Dr W. J. W. Hanna,
Brisbane.
New South Wales: Clerk of Synod, as above.
Queensland: Clerk of Synod, as above.
Church Magazine
The Presbyterian Banner (incorporating Fellowship)
11 issues per year. Subscribe through PCEA
Congregational Agents, or contact the Editor, Rev. W. P.
Gadsby, Manning.
Retired Ministers
The Rev. S. N. Ramsay, S/C Unit 26, Bundaleer Gardens
Retirement Village, 142a Cameron Street, Wauchope,
NSW 2446. Tel. 02 6585 2698.
The Rev. E. R. Lee, 2/206 High Street, Belmont, Vic.
32l6. Tel. 02 5244 2263.
The Rev. J. A. Cromarty, 3 Appaloosa Place. Wingham,
NSW 2429. Tel. 02 6553 4100; fax. 02 6553 4628.
E-mail: cromarty@tpgi.com.au
The Northern Presbytery
Clerk: Rev. R. W. Murray, Grafton

BRISBANE
Postal address: P.O. Box 333, Chermside, QLD. 4032.
Minister: Rev. Dr W. J. W. Hanna, 23 Gleneagles
Crescent, Albany Creek, Qld. 4035. Tel./fax 07 3264
3270.
E-mail: w.hanna@qut.cdu.au
Services: Church, cnr. Shaw Road/Emma Street, Kalinga, 10.00am and 5.00pm.
Mid-week Meeting: Wednesday, 7.30pm, various venues.
Session:
Number of elders: 4.
Clerk of Session: Mr. R. A. Lawson, 16 Kakina
Place, Eight Mile Plains, Qld. 4113. Tel. 07 3341 9712.
Deacons Court
Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 7.
Clerk of Deacons Court: Mr. John Greensill, 5
Bayswater Drive, Point Halloran, Qld. 4165. Tel. 07
3207 9950.
Youth Work
Sunday School: Church, cnr. Shaw Road/ Emma
Street, 11.30am.
Superintendent: Mr. Alastair Hanna, 42
Edmondson St., Corinda, Qld. 4075. Tel.07 3379 1727.
'SPARX' Young People's Group (ages 5-12).
Church, alternate Thursdays at 6.30-8.00pm. Contact:
Alastair & Louise Hanna, as above, or minister.
'PLAYTIME' Mothers and Childrens Group.
Church hall, Wednesday (except school holidays), 9.3011.30am. Contact: Eleanor Hanna (07 3264 3270).
Communion Dates: Every three months.
MACLEAN
Minister: Rev. Raymond W. Murray, 136 Fry Street,
Grafton, NSW 2460. Tel.02 6643 4272; fax.02 6643
1087 (as required); mobile: 0417 678174.
E-mail: raymurray@compuserve.com
Services: Church, Wharf Street, 9.00am and 6.00pm.
Mid-week Meeting: Church, Wharf Street, Wednesday,
7.30pm.
Session:
Number of elders: 4.
Clerk of Session: Mr. John McPhee, Palmers
Channel, NSW 2460. Tel.02 6646 0120.
Deacons’ Court
Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 11.
Clerk of Deacons Court: Mr. John McPhee, as
above.
Communion Dates: April, August.
Other Activities:
Book Nook: Tel.02 6645 4711
Sunday School: Sunday, 9.15 am.
GRAFTON
Minister: Rev. Raymond W. Murray (as above Maclean)
Service: Church at 136 Fry Street, 11.00 am.
Session:
Number of elders: 4 (Assessors).
Clerk of Session: Mr. John Ramsay, 4/31 Park St.,
Evans Head, NSW 2473. Tel.02 6682 4432.
Deacons’ Court

Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 5.
Clerk of Deacons Court: Mr. E. Reilly, 18 Heber
Street, South Grafton, NSW 2460. Tel. 02 6642 5720
Communion Dates: May, October.
LISMORE
Minister: Vacant.
Manse: 3 Hayes Street, Goonellabah, NSW 2480.
Interim Moderator: Rev. R. W. Murray
Grafton & Maclean Congregations.
Service: Church, Hayes Street, 11.00 am.
Session:
Number of elders: 3 (2 assessors).
Clerk of Session: Mr. John Ramsay, 4/31 Park
Street Evans Head, NSW 2473 Tel. 02 6682 4432.
Deacons Court:
Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 3.
Clerk of Deacons Court: Mr. John Ramsay, as
above;
Communion Dates: as announced.
ARMIDALE
Minister: Vacant.
Interim Moderator: The Rev. Alan L. Tripovich,
Hastings.
Services: Church, 35 Kirkwood Street, Armidale, 9.30 am
and 7.00 pm.
Mid-week Meeting: Wednesday, 7.30 pm. Various
venues.
Session:
Number of elders: 2.
Clerk of Session: Mr. J. W. McKinnon, 30 Judith
Street, Armidale, NSW 2350. Tel. 02 6772 1918
Deacons’ Court:
Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 6.
Clerk of Deacons Court: Mr. Graeme G. Rapp,
5 Doris Place, Armidale, NSW 2350. Tel. 02 6772 7332.
Treasurer: Mr. Ian Lenane, 93 Mossman Street,
Armidale, NSW 2350. Tel. 02 6772 5862.
Youth Work:
Sunday School. Church, 11.00 am.
Youth Fellowship: alternate Fridays; various venues.
Communion Dates: First Lord's Day of the month.
Ladies Fellowship: Wednesday, 9:30 am during
school term.
HASTINGS
Minister: Rev. Alan L. Tripovich, 39 Campbell Street,
Wauchope, NSW 2446. Tel. 02 6585 2031
Services:
Wauchope: Church, Campbell Street, 11:00 am
each Sunday.
Port Macquarie: Church, 8 Table Street, 3.00 pm
each Sunday.
Kindee: Church, 1st, 3rd. 4th and 5th Sunday 7.00 pm.
Comboyne: Church, 2nd Sunday of the month, 11.00 am.
Birdwood: Church, 2nd Sunday of the month, 2.30 pm.
Mid-week Meeting:
Wauchope Church, Wednesday, 7.00 pm.
Session:
Number of elders: 5.
Clerk of Session: Mr. D. Hamilton, 25 Cedar

Close, Wauchope, NSW 2446. Tel. 02 6585 2832.
Deacons’ Court:
Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 6.
Clerk of Deacons Court: Mr. M. Hutchins, 23
Cedar Close, Wauchope, NSW 2446. Tel. 02 6585 1301.
Treasurer: Mr. D. Hamilton, as above.
Youth Work:
Sunday School: Wauchope 10.00 am.
Communion Dates: as arranged.
The Central Presbytery
Clerk: Mr. N. A. McPherson, 111 Gipps Street,
Drummoyne, NSW 2047. Tel. 02 9181 1728.
MANNING
Minister: Rev. W. Peter Gadsby, 9 Craiglea Close, Taree,
NSW 2430. Tel. 02 6552 1317; fax. 02 6552 1376;
mobile: 015 782351. E-mail: gadsby@tpgi.com.au
Services:
Taree: Church, High Street, 11.00am weekly (10am
during summer vacation).
Wingham: Church, Canget Street, 7.00 pm on 2nd
and 4th Sundays. (4.00 pm during June -August.)
Tinonee: Church, 7.00 pm 1st and 3rd Sundays.
Bunyah: Church, 10.00 am 4th Sunday.
Session:
Number of elders: 5.
Clerk of Session: Mr. Keith Longworth,
61 Wynter Street, Taree, NSW 2430 Tel. 02 6565 2784.
Deacons Court:
Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 8.
Clerk of Deacons Court: Mr. Laurie Oakley, 9
Whitby Close, Chatham, NSW 2430. Tel. 02 6552 5958.
Youth Work:
All-age Sunday School: Taree Church, 9.45am.
Superintendent: Mr. Clive Alley, 24 Church Street,
Harrington, NSW 2427. Tel. 02 6556 1175.
Senior Youth Fellowship. Place/time: As announced.
Communion Dates: Taree on fifth Sundays.
Other Activities:
Fellowship Lunch. Every first Sunday following
Taree service.
Ladies’ Fellowship: Taree, 10.00 am, fortnightly.
Dr. Helen Ramsay (Tel. 02 6552 6652).
Ladies’ Bible Study. 2-5th Tuesdays. Contact Mrs.
Lindy Gadsby (02 6552 1317).
Craft Group. Monthly, Feb. to Nov. Contact Mrs.
Lindy Gadsby 02 6552 1317.
Fortnightly Study Groups. In various locations at
Taree, Wingham, Harrington, Tinonee, Bunyah. For
further details, please contact the minister on 02 6552
1317.
HUNTER-BARRINGTON
Postal address: P.O. Box 30, Raymond Terrace, NSW 2324.
Minister: Vacant.
Interim Moderator: Rev. Trevor I. Leggott, AIM (see p.8.)
Services:
Barnsley: Public School at Cliffbrook St, 11.00 am.
Raymond Terrace: Church at 155 Adelaide Street,
6.00 pm.
Barrington: Church at Lot 6, Barrington Rd, 1st

and 3rd Sundays, 2.30 pm.
Anna Bay: 2nd & 4th Sunday, 9.00 am.
Mid-week Meetings:
Newcastle: Wednesday, 7.15 pm, in homes, as announced.
Raymond Terrace: Thursday, 7.00 pm.
Session:
Number of elders: 4.
Clerk of Session: Mr. Graeme King, 141 Elermore
Pde, Wallsend, NSW 2287. Tel. 02 4955 6451.
Deacons Court:
Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 9.
Clerk of Deacons Court: Mr. Mark Shelton, 29
Valaud Cres., Highfields, NSW 2289. Tel. 02 4947 8565.
Youth Work:
Sunday School & Bible Class:
Barnsley: Sunday, 9.45 am.
Anna Bay: 2nd and 4th Sunday, 10.00 am.
Young Adults Fellowship: Coordinator: Mr. Ian
Miller, 28 Moruya Pde, Kotara, NSW 2289. Tel.02 4957
3879.
Communion Dates: On fifth Lord's Day of month.
Other Activities:
Ladies Fellowship. Raymond Terrace, 10.30 am,
first and third Thursday of month. Mrs. Dianne Alley,
Tel. 02 4943 5652.
HAWKESBURY-NEPEAN
Postal address: P.O. Box V7, Mount Druitt Village,
NSW 2770.
Minister: Rev. Timothy J. McGlynn.
Manse: 111 Mount Druitt Road, Mount Druitt Village,
NSW 2770. Tel. 02 9625 2849; please phone before you
fax 02 9832 0739.
E-mail: Rev.T.J.McGlyrm@onaustralia.com.au
Services: Church at 115 Mt. Druitt Road, 11.00 am and
6.00 pm.
Mid-week Meetings: Church, Wednesday, 7.30 pm.
Session:
Number of elders: 4 (2 assessors).
Clerk of Session: Mr. G. A. Neil, 16 Upton Street,
Penrith, NSW 2750. Tel.02 4731 6941.
Deacons Court:
Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 5.
Clerk of Deacons Court: Mr. T. Reeve, P.O. Box
53, Campbelltown, NSW 2560. Tel. 02 4626 8212.
Youth Work:
Bible Classes and Sunday School: Church, 10.00am.
Superintendent: Mr. T. Reeve, as above.
Communion Dates: First Lord's Day of March and September.
Other Activities:
Family Night: Church. As arranged, Friday, 7.30 pm.
ST GEORGES
Postal address: P.O. Box A448, Sydney South, NSW 1235.
Minister: Rev. John A. McCallum, 15 Bay Road,
Waverton, NSW 2060. Tel. 02 9922 6449.
Services: Church, 201a Castlereagh Street, Sydney,
10.30 am and 6.00 pm.
Mid-week Meetings: Church, Wednesday 7.30 pm.
Session:
Number of elders: 5.

Clerk of Session: Mr. Norman Kerr, 11 Burdekin
Crescent, St Ives, NSW 2075. Tel. 02 9449 5683.
Deacons’ Court:
Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 10.
Clerk of Deacons Court: Mr. D. E. Kerr, 103
Roseville Avenue, Roseville, NSW 2069. Tel. 02 9417
4743.
Youth Work
Sunday School: Church, 10.00 am.
Superintendent: Mr. A. Steel, 45B Chester Street,
Epping, NSW 2121. Tel. 02 9876 2073.
Communion Dates: March and October.
Other Activities:
Bible Class: Church, Sunday, 9.30 am. Rev. J .A.
McCallum, as above.
Congregational Missionary Association: As
required. Rev. J. A. McCallum, as above.
SYDNEY SOUTH
Postal address: 111 Gipps Street, Drummoyne, NSW
2047.
Interim Moderator: Rev. Timothy McGlynn,
Hawkesbury-Nepean.
Services: St David’s Uniting Church, cnr. Caroline and
Elizabeth Streets, Kingsgrove, 9.30 am, 6.00 pm.
Mid-week Meetings: St David's, 7.30 pm Wednesday.
Session: Number of elders: 2(l assessor).
Clerk of Session: Mr. Neil A. McPherson, 111 Gipps
Street, Drummoyne, NSW 2047. Tel. 02 9181 1728.
Deacons Court:
Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 2
Clerk of Deacons Court: Mr. N.A. McPherson, as
above.
Communion Dates: The 3rd Sunday in February, June
and October.
The Southern Presbytery
Clerk: The Rev. J. M. Cromarty, Geelong
MELBOURNE: KNOX/GLEN HUNTLY
Minister: Rev. Dr. Rowland S. Ward, 358 Mountain
Hwy, Wantirna, Vic.3l52. Tel./fax.03 9720 4871.
E-mail: rowlandw@ozemail.com.au
(l) Knox Presbyterian Church, Wantirna: 358
Mountain Highway (cnr. Thaxted Pde.), 9.30 am and
7.00 pm.
(2) Glen Huntly Presbyterian Church: 185 Grange
Road (cnr Wattle Ave.), Glenhuntly. 11.30 am.
Mid-week Meetings: in each centre as announced.
Session:
Number of elders: 3 (l assessor).
Clerk of Session: Mr. John Loudcn, 18 Outlook
Drive, Nunawading, Vic.3131. Tel. 03 9874 4812.
Deacons Court:
Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 3.
Clerk of Deacons Court: c/- the Manse.
Youth Work:
Sunday School: Wantirna 9.30 am.
Combined Youth Fellowship: monthly.
Communion Dates: As arranged in each centre.
Other Activities:
Ladies Bible Study: Wantirna, Tuesdays, 10.00 am.

James Forbes School of Theology. Evening
lectures at Wantirna.
MELBOURNE: NARRE WARREN
Minister: Rev. George Ball, 44 Prospect Hill Road,
Narre Warren, Vic.3805. Tel./fax 03 9705 1505.
Services: Church, cnr Narre Warren North and Prospect
Hill Roads. 9.30 am and 5.00 pm weekly.
Mid-week Meeting: Thursday, 7.30 pm.
Session:
Number of elders: 3 (3 assessors).
Clerk of Session: Mr. John Louden (as above).
Deacons’ Court:
Number of Deacons (incl. Elders): 3 (3 assessors)
Clerk of Deacons Court: c/- Melbourne: Knox
Manse (see above).
Other Activities:
Pre-school Play Group: Church hall, Tuesdays,
10.00 am.
GEELONG
Minister: Rev. John M. Cromarty, 12 Coppards Road,
Newcomb, Vic. 3219. Tel. 03 5248 4110; fax. 03 5248
2004.
Services: Church, 12 Coppards Road, Newcomb
(Melway Map 231, C4). 10.00 am and 5.30 pm (AprilSeptember) or 6.30 pm (October-March).
Mid-week Meetings: Prayer and Bible Study. Church,
Tuesday, 7.30pm; Bible Study, Queenscliff, Wednesday,
7.30pm.
Session:
Number of elders: 3.
Clerk of Session: Mr. Bruce Webster, 4 Daisy
Street, Newtown, Vic. 3220. Tel. 03 5221 4949; fax. 03
5221 6978.
Deacons Court:
Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 3.
Clerk of Deacons Court: Mr. David Manly.
Address correspondence c/- minister at above address.
Treasurer: Mr. Andrew Cromarty; 280 McKillop
Street, East Geelong, Vic.3219. Tel. 03 5222 5585.
Youth Work:
Sunday School (Creche).
Young Adults: As announced.
Communion Dates: Quarterly, as announced.
Other Activities:
Ladies’ Bible Studies: Three times weekly. Phone
Manse for information.
Ladies Fellowship: The second Tuesday of each
month, 10.30am.
Family Tea and Fellowship: As announced.
Men’s Breakfasts: Saturday mornings as arranged.
Congregational Luncheon: 1st Lord's Day each month.
HAMILTON
Minister: Vacant. Local contact: Rev. John Pateman, 7
Clarke Street, Hamilton, Vic.3300. Tel. 03 5572 2709.
Interim Moderator: Rev. Dr. R. S. Ward, Melbourne.
Services: Hamilton Church, Brown Street 11.00 am and
3.00 pm.
Session & Deacons Court: Melbourne Session members.
ULVERSTONE
Minister: Rev. Graham Kinder, The Manse, 12 Thomas

Street, Ulverstone, Tas.7315. Tel. 03 6425 6659.
Services: Church, 13 Leven Street, Ulverstone. 10.30 am
and 3.30 pm.
Mid-week Meeting (locations as announced): Ulverstone,
Tuesday, 7.30 pm; Devonport, Wednesday, 2.00 pm; Somerset, Thursday, 7.30 pm.
Session:
Number of elders: 1 (2 assessors)
Clerk of Session: Mr. Merv Hingston, 1/51-55
Queen Street, Ulverstone, Tas.7315. Tel. 03 6425 1564.
Deacons Court:
Clerk of Deacons Court: Mr. Ian Hamilton, 11
Crisp Street, Cooee, Tas.7320. Tel. 03 6431 2934.
Number of Deacons (incl. elders): 4.
Treasurer: Mr. Robert Hingston, 1A Pelissier
Street, Somerset, Tas.7322.
Youth Work:
Sunday School and Catechism Class: 11.45am.
Communion Dates: Quarterly - first Lord's Day in
March, June, September and December.
Other Activities:
Women’s Missionary Union: third Wednesday,
1.30pm, various venues. Contact Mrs. Margaret Kinder,
at above address.
Family Lunch & Fellowship: monthly as announced.
Over 40s: 1st Friday of the month.
Under 40s: 3rd Friday of the month.
Ladies’ Craft Meeting: Every 2nd Thursday.
Nursing Home Services: as announced.
Prayer Breakfast: every Tuesday, 7.30am, at the Manse.
INTER CHURCH RELATIONS
The PCEA is linked with the Free Church of
Scotland by the Federal Relations Act of 1954, ensuring
mutual eligibility of office-bearers and members.
The Free Church Offices are located at 15 North Bank
Street, The Mound, Edinburgh, EHI 2LS, Scotland, UK.
The PCEA is also a full member of the International
Conference of Reformed Churches, and was represented
at the 1985, 1989, 1993 and 1997 meetings.
The address of the ICRC Secretary is l 3904-86
Street, Edmonton, Alberta TSE 3C1, Canada.
MISSION WORK
The PCEA co-operates with the Free Church of
Scotland in its mission work in South Africa, India and
Peru.
In addition, it supports the Presbyterian Church of
Fiji and Christian Witness to Israel.
PCEA minister, the Rev. Trevor Leggott, is the
Administrative Secretary of the Aborigines Inland
Mission, P.O. Box 21, Lawson, NSW 2783. Tel.02 4759
2616.
Further details of mission involvement and
opportunities for service may be obtained from the
Convener of the Missions Committee (see page 1
above).
INTRODUCTION TO THE PCEA
An informative booklet introducing the Church is
available from the Convener of the Synod’s Church and

Nation Committee (see page l). The booklet covers the
history and testimony of the PCEA, and is suitable for
giving to anyone interested in knowing more about the
Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia.
A more detailed book is A Witness for Christ: The
Presbyterian Church of Eastern Australia I846-1996.
This book is available from Rev. Dr. R. S. Ward, 358
Mountain Hwy, Wantirna, Vic. 3l52.
Subscribe to The Presbyterian Banner, for yourself. . .
or for a friend. Details from the Editor, 9 Craiglea Close,
Taree, NSW 2430. Tel. 02 6552, 1317; fax 02 6552 1376.
Additional copies of this Church Directory are
available from the above address at $1.00 each (post &
packing included within Australia).
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