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From the Editor
Editor’s Note 1: Much has been said and will be said
about 2020. For a proper perspective on this year, I thought
it best to hand this space over to Psalm 90.
Editor’s Note 2: There will be no January issue, which is
why I’ve included prayer notes for both December and
January (see pages 10-11).
“Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all
generations. Before the mountains were brought forth, or
ever you had formed the earth and the world, from
everlasting to everlasting you are God. You return man to
dust and say, ‘Return, O children of man!’ For a thousand
years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as
a watch in the night. You sweep them away as with a flood;
they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the
morning: in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; in the
evening it fades and withers. For we are brought to an end
by your anger; by your wrath we are dismayed. You have set
our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your
presence. For all our days pass away under your wrath; we
bring our years to an end like a sigh. The years of our life are
seventy, or even by reason of strength eighty; yet their span
is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we fly away.
Who considers the power of your anger, and your wrath
according to the fear of you? So teach us to number our days
that we may get a heart of wisdom. Return, O Lord! How
long? Have pity on your servants! Satisfy us in the morning
with your steadfast love, that we may rejoice and be glad all
our days. Make us glad for as many days as you have
afflicted us, and for as many years as we have seen evil. Let
your work be shown to your servants, and your glorious
power to their children. Let the favor of the Lord our God
be upon us, and establish the work of our hands upon us;
yes, establish the work of our hands!” (Psalm 90, ESV)
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“Only

Recommended Reading

let us hold true to what we have attained” Philippians 3:16
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

John J Murray’s “Behind a Frowning Providence”
Recommended by Ian Miller

Behind a Frowning Providence,
by John J. Murray (The Banner of
Truth 1990) 30pp AU$4.99

Other gracious purposes of God
addressed include a test of our
character, a building of a Christlike character, bringing us to know
The late Rev. John Murray has
God better, fruitfulness and
provided a helpful Biblical
usefulness of life, making God our
perspective on the conundrum of
all, and preparing us for glory. In
God’s frowning providence in the
relation to the last purpose,
life of the Christian. He borrowed
Thomas Watson is quoted, “The
the title from William Cowper’s
vessels of mercy are first seasoned
hymn, God Moves in a Mysterious
with affliction and then the wine
Way, which included the oftenof glory is poured in.”
quoted lines:
A useful bibliography for
revealed will to us, a daily further reading includes John
Behind a frowning providence
outworking in our lives and the Flavel’s Mystery of Providence
He hides a smiling face.
life of the Church, which is of and Thomas Boston’s The Crook
particular focus in this booklet.
in the Lot.
Such frowning providences
I recommend this short
are experienced in the life of
booklet as an encouragement
“It
is
inevitable
that
‘we
must
each Christian in many and
to all Christians, irrespective of
varied forms of suffering and
spiritual maturity, given the
through
many
tribulations
sorrow. An alternative title to
Christian’s calling to share
this work could be Why Do enter the kingdom of God.’” after the pattern of some of
Christians Suffer?
Christ’s sufferings. It is
Rev. Murray draws upon
inevitable that “we must
numerous sources in formulating
Rev. Murray examines our through many tribulations enter
this
short
and
synoptic Sovereign God’s gracious, loving the kingdom of God.” (Acts 14:22)
introduction to the expansive and purposes in our troubles and trials, It should prove to be a means of
mysterious topic of God’s such as exposing our sin. In this help and comfort to Christians
providence. In addition to a regard, John Newton’s surprising experiencing suffering and sorrow
variety of poignant life examples discovery is salient to the under God’s seeming “frowning
and the wisdom of Scripture, Rev. experience of the Christian:
providence”.
Murray
provides
suitable
references to the Westminster
Verse 1.

Confession of Faith and Shorter
Catechism, the Puritans Thomas

Boston and Samuel Rutherford,
the Reformer Martin Luther and
others.
A clear distinction is made
between God’s secret will (His
eternal decree) and God’s revealed
will, consisting in the Scriptures
and His providence. It is God’s
The Presbyterian Banner

I asked the Lord that I might grow
In faith and love and every grace,
Might more of His salvation know
And seek more earnestly His face.
Verse 4.

Ian Miller is an
elder in the
Hunter PCEA.

Instead of this, He made me feel
The hidden evils of my heart,
And let the angry powers of hell
Assault my soul in every part.
3
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Getting to Know Each Other

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you” Philippians 1:3
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Growing in the Love and Knowledge of God
An interview with Brendan and Tosia Cribbin
Mrs Tosia and Mr
Brendan Cribbin were
admitted and welcomed to
communicant membership
in the Hunter PCEA on
Lord's Day 8 November.
They are interviewed here
by elder Ian Miller.
Ian: As our most
recently
admitted
communicant members,
we are grateful that you have
agreed to this interview.
Please tell us about your
religious upbringing as children
and young people.
Tosia: I was baptised and
brought up in the Roman Catholic
religion, for the most part attended
catholic schools, and remained a
practicing Catholic until my early
twenties. I believed it to be the
true religion. Later, typical of the
materialistic era, I walked away
from the church.
Brendan: I was raised a Roman
Catholic and we served “the
church” and also the pope. I was
often
suspicious
of
our
superstitious practices, such as
rosaries and bowing before images
and idols fixed to our walls, which
were immovable (“deaf”) and
lifeless. We had an expensive
family Bible locked away with
important papers. No one read it,
but periodically I would scan parts
of it.
Ian: You have both had past
experience
in
other
denominations. How did you
come to saving faith?
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Brendan and Tosia with their pastor, Robin Tso

Tosia: It would be wrong to
write a testimony to my faith and
not mention or give recognition to
my mother’s wonderful influence.
In her later years, she left the
Roman Catholic church and joined
a Pentecostal church. She never
gave up on me and prayed over
the years for me to become a
Christian.
Many years later, I met Brendan
and I was really drawn to his
knowledge of the Bible. He would
write little pieces of scripture for
me to read and it didn’t take long
for my heart to change. Brendan
would say that it was the Lord
drawing me. He gave me a copy
of St John’s gospel, which I always
carried with me, read and
cherished.
He encouraged me to go to the
local
Anglican
Church
in
Newtown. I was surprised insofar
as it seemed to be very catholic.
Despite this, I embraced this
church and my new faith, and was
devastated when the minister said
he was leaving.
As a church warden, I was one
of two people who had a meeting
with the bishop to discuss the type
4

of person we would be
seeking out to replace our
minister, and I made it
quite clear that the
congregation wanted to
retain the Anglo-Catholic
tradition. Fortunately, he
did not listen and the
person that he sent was an
evangelical. It was there
my Christian journey truly
began. Unfortunately, 60%
of the congregation left, but it did
not take long before the church
rebounded and the numbers grew
under his ministry.
Brendan:
Strangely,
I
experienced a recurring dream
until I became a Christian. It was
about a man on a white horse
judging multitudes of sinners. I
would awaken realising it was only
a dream, but the fact is, I knew I
was a sinner. Not until I was 28
years old did I begin to understand
God’s grace for sinners.
Christian friends persuaded me
to go to a Protestant service. I
didn’t want to attend, and it
seemed there was no chance of me
becoming
a
Christian.
Reluctantly, I listened to the
preacher as he insisted that God
loved sinners. “That’s me!” I
thought. I imagined that God only
loved good people, those whose
veneer is clean and who go to
church.
Finally, one of the
ministers took me aside to discuss
matters. I looked him straight in
the eye and demanded that he
show me this love in the
Scriptures.
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“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you” Philippians 1:3
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I began to appreciate how God’s
love had been poured into my
heart by the Holy Spirit along with
the hope of everlasting life, “a
hope
that
does
not
disappoint.” (Rom 5:5)
Ian: What are some other
instances of
God's wonderful
Providence in your lives which
you would like to share with us?
Brendan: More than 30 years
ago, I was working as part of a
team working in Arncliffe in
Sydney and an elderly lady next
door asked for a painting quote.
She was blind and her
neighbour told us she could
“see with her hands”. Indeed,
her house was immaculate.
Apparently, she had cared for
her parents until they passed
away. Surprisingly, she refused
a pre-work quote and said, “do
the work, then charge me. I trust
you.” Every day she made us
morning and afternoon tea and
one day she said to me, “you're a
Christian, Brendan?”
Stunned, I replied, “How would
you know? You can't see me and
you hardly know me.”
She explained how some 12
months previously she prayed for a
Christian painter. She believed her
prayer was answered because
painters were next door.
I added, “So we were
recommended from Heaven, eh?” I
laughed. What a wonderful Saint.
Ian: Why did you become
communicant members of the
Hunter congregation of this
denomination?
Tosia: When we decided to
make our move to Stroud, a close
friend asked us, “What about the
church?” A good question, as the
The Presbyterian Banner

Newcastle Diocese is steeped in
the Anglo-Catholic tradition.
I always believed that the Lord
had brought us to Stroud, and He
had a purpose.
We became very involved in
the local church and even
undertook a theology course under
the Bishop of the time, which took
a year. This was a prerequisite for
Brendan to preach and for me to
be involved in pastoral work and
to lead non communion services. It
was a struggle because there was

“I began to appreciate
how God’s love had been
poured into my heart
by the Holy Spirit”
considerable resistance by a few
members of the congregation. But
overall, we found our niche and
were able to serve that church and
community, which we did for a
number of years.
This, of course, begs the
question: “Why are we here?” Is it
due to chance? Or could it be that
the Lord brought us here? It was
just so nice to find a church that
wasn’t bound by man-made
traditions, that God’s word was
proclaimed, and the relevance of
the Psalms was explained. “I was
glad when they said unto Me, let
us go to the house of the
Lord.” (Psalm: 122:1)
Brendan: Tosia & I are
members
of
the
Hunter
congregation now, and we believe
it is the right place to serve and
grow in the love and knowledge of
God. Previously, I was invited to
5

be involved in Anglo-Catholic
Ministry in evangelism, which I did
with some success until things
came to a head. Three times I was
warned out of the pulpit -- three
times! -- for promoting Jesus above
all things in scripture classes.
Consequently, we left.
Ian: What do you think are the
greatest challenges for Christians
today living in our western
society?
Brendan:
The
sexualising
influences upon children and the
feminising influences upon
boys by various institutions and
sections of the media under
the guise of reason, civility, and
compromise are a major
concern. Civil and Church
leaders have a God-given
responsibility to actively stand
against such error. Christians
are commanded to pray for those
in authority that they might be
saved and that they may serve the
common good, enabling Christians
to live quiet, productive lives
advancing the gospel.
The Reformation has been
pivotal in shaping the West and no
other
minority
movement
modelled on the scriptures has
been as successful since the early
church. Common people began to
read scripture in their own native
language and they were freed from
the power of sin and death. Was
there controversy? Was there
bloodshed? Yes, mostly because of
the
refined
intellectual,
ecclesiastical elite. We need
another reformation of western
society today!
Ian: Thank you for sharing with
us.
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“He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” Philippians 1:6
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

* * * * * * *
Brisbane
[Report from Jim Klazinga]
The Brisbane congregation
looks forward to having its annual
church camp in Lennox Head
NSW from 4-7 December. Rev
Paul Seiler, a retired Presbyterian
pastor is the scheduled speaker.
The theme for this year’s camp is
“Studies in Isaiah.”
We look forward to celebrating
the Lord’s Supper again, Lord
willing, on 17 January, with
subsequent celebrations going
back to being held about once
every two months.
* * * * * * *
Hastings
[Report from John Forbes]
In Wauchope, we continue to
worship together publicly twice
on the Lord's Day and
midweek. At our Lord's Day
morning services we have been
studying Matthew's gospel. In the
afternoon, having concluded
studies on the prophecies of Jonah
and Joel, we have embarked on a
study of the principles and practice
of Biblical worship. We also have
a monthly service in Kindee,
attended by about eight people,
where we have been studying
the life and ministry of Elisha.
The services are all livestreamed to YouTube and also
available via the live phonein facility. This has been greatly
appreciated by those unable to
attend services due to illness or
frailty, of whom there are
a few. Our brother Bill McKinnon,
one of our elders, was diagnosed
with pancreatic cancer some
months ago and has become
The Presbyterian Banner

noticeably weaker recently. He is
being well looked after at home by
his family.
* * * * * * *
Hunter
[Report from Ian Miller]
Again this year our Raymond
Terrace section of the Charge
acted as a receiver from the local
community of Samaritans Purse
gift shoe boxes for disadvantaged
children. Some 145 filled (with
suitable gifts) boxes were received.
Covid-19 restrictions prevented
the usual kids' club Bible activities
and BBQ being conducted on the
day.
Rev Tso and Mr Miller enjoyed
a recent pastoral visit to Mrs Beryl
Murray,
who
resides
in
Gloucester. Mrs Murray now
aged 96, in good health, is our
oldest communicant member of
our congregation who formerly
worshipped
regularly
at
Barrington.
She was very
hospitable and appreciated our
time of fellowship. Please
remember Mrs Murray as well as
our other aged and unwell
brethren.
* * * * * * *
Manning
[Report from Leanne Smith]
The Taree Ladies Missionary
Society, for the last few years, has
been supporting a program run by
Prison Fellowship called Angel
Tree. It is a program that
connects children with a parent,
and a gift is purchased and
delivered to the child whose
parent is in prison. The Ladies
Missionary Society purchases,
wraps and delivers these gifts to
6

families in our area.
For the children of inmates, life
can be sad, lonely and depressing.
It is even harder during holidays,
such as Christmas. Angel Tree is a
ministry of Prison Fellowship
International and administered
locally through Prison Fellowship
NSW/ACT. It provides an

opportunity for local churches to
demonstrate the love of Christ to
children and families in need, as it
helps restore damaged childparent relationships through the
separation
caused
by
imprisonment. Inmates are eager
to participate in Angel Tree as it
benefits
them
and
their
families. Angel Tree provides a
basis of trust with inmates
which then leads to inmates
seeking
out
other
Prison
Fellowship
programs
and
opportunities for Christians to
have more contact with inmates to
share the gospel.

* * * * * * *
Knox
[Report from Rowland Ward]
In Victoria we have now
(27/11) had 28 days without a
single case of COVID19. While
there were serious failures in
quarantine hotel arrangements
earlier, leading to hundreds of
deaths, we may be thankful for
December 2020

Church News

“He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” Philippians 1:6
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Premier Andrews' persistence in
tough lockdown measures, which
are now being eased. As of 23
November, places of worship may
have up to 150 persons indoors,
but the 4m2 rule still applies. In
consequence, none of our four
Melbourne churches can have
more than 50 people, and most
can have fewer. However, we
hope further relaxation from 7
December may be announced
soon. Meanwhile, all our
Melbourne churches will be open
on 29 November for at least one
physical service and Carrum
Downs will add a 3pm service to
the existing 10.30am service. Livestreaming will continue.
* * * * * * *
Narre Warren
[Report from Andres Miranda]
Since the current state of health
in Victoria has allowed for an
increase in various public and
religious activities, the Narre
Warren congregation is obviously
very happy to be able to come
together
for worship
and
fellowship, albeit a bit limited for
the time being. We thank God for
th is
pro ces s
of
normalisation which we hope will
be the beginning of an eventual
reduction of restrictions, which by
nature do not make it possible for
us to fully enjoy our spiritual life
as Christians.
I should also mention that one
of the challenges that we are going
to face as a congregation during
this process is the implementation
of small changes in the worship
format that necessarily exclude the
rest of the congregation from
participation in singing. At this
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time, singing is limited to five
people. Although not all of us
have the voice of an archangel, the
congregation loves the beauty of
vocal worship. Please pray that
this inconvenience is not an
obstacle for the collective
celebration
of
God's
fame. Despite all this, we are all
deeply aware of God's faithfulness
in keeping us with spiritual
strength, joy in private fellowship
with him, and a fervent
anticipation of being in the place
of worship as followers of Jesus.
* * * * * * *
Northern Rivers
On 6 November, Rev David and
Mandy Kerridge received the very
sad news that their unborn baby
had died at about 16 weeks.
Please pray for them as they
mourn this loss.

* * * * * * *
Sydney West
[Report from Julie Stewart]
Praise God that Sydney West is
almost back to normal, using the
Church and the Hall for the
morning service.
The Lord’s Supper was
celebrated in October and we
were pleased to welcome a new
member. He has been part of the
Tongan Fellowship that meets
prior to the morning service and
has been worshiping with us for
some time, as well as assisting in
the maintenance of the church
grounds.
Please pray for the Session as
they seek to replace the current
Treasurer,
who
requests
retirement in the new year due to
health reasons.
7

We look forward to the Sunday
School Prize Giving in December.
* * * * * * *
Ulverstone
[Report from Ian Hamilton]

Sandra, Jean (aged 98), and Loretta

We continue to know God's
ongoing care and blessing. We
have been particularly blessed to
be able to gather in person for
worship and other ministries of
the congregation. The current
density ratio of 1 person per 2
square metres means we can meet
with up to 32 in the main room,
with overflow in
the
outlying
rooms.
The
meetings
in
recent
months
have included the
Lord's Day worship
s e r v i c e ,
adult study, Sunday
School
and
Thursday midweek
Kyra and Fletcher meeting. The ladies
WMU and craft meetings have
also been able to start again. The
Lord's Day service is available to
the housebound via Zoom, and
some have made use of this. We
have also been meeting with Zach
and Wilma Dotson via Zoom for a
study on fortnightly Saturday
mornings. We continue to
prayerfully explore the options for
future full-time ministry here.
December 2020
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“These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 2:10
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE
(Intermediate omit questions 2 and 6)

JUNIOR
Matthew 28
1. What had happened before the two Marys
came to the sepulchre (tomb)?
2. What did the angel say to the women? (3
verses)
3. What lie did the chief priests and elders of
the Jews ask the soldiers to tell about Jesus’ body?
4. What command did Jesus give his disciples,
beginning with the words, “Go (ye) therefore...”?
(2 verses)

Matthew 27:50—28:20
1. What happened to the veil of the temple
when Jesus died?
2. How did the events affect the centurion?
3. What did Joseph of Arimathea do with
Jesus’ body? (2 verses)
4. For what reason did the chief priests ask
Pilate to make the sepulchre (tomb) secure?
5. How was the stone removed from the door
of the tomb?
6. What were the angel’s words to the
women? (3 verses)
7. What lie did the chief priests pay the soldiers
to tell?
8. What were the disciples to do because Jesus
had all power in heaven and earth? (2 verses)

Find the verse(s) in the Bible that answer the questions,
write/type them out, and send to:
Mrs Irene Steel
PO Box 942, Epping, NSW 1710
or Email: iesteel@gmail.com
A book voucher is awarded each year
to children who send in the answers.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Bible Meditation: The Vicious Habit of Envy
Rev. Andres Miranda

In Galatians 5:16-25, Paul tells
us how to move from the bondage
of self-indulgence to the sphere of
life in which human behaviour is
totally controlled by spiritual love.
The process is simple: "live by the
Spirit and you will not satisfy the
desires of the sinful nature." (v. 16)
Following
the
apostolic
mandate, we find a graphic
catalogue of behaviours that
belong to the sinful nature (vv. 1921).
One of the behaviours listed
among these non-spiritual ways of
life is envy.
What exactly is envy? Envy is a
universal emotion. Everyone at
some point feels envious under
certain
conditions.
People
sometimes envy good looks, a
The Presbyterian Banner

successful career, someone else's
possessions, spiritual gifts, etc.
However, for the person
controlled by the sinful nature,
envy has acquired an exaggerated
dimension. The envious person
seeks to devalue others to protect
themselves from the internal
pressure of their envy. This person
despises others in order not to
feel envious.
Envy becomes for them a
constant
companion.
Envy
accompanies them to work, is
8

present in social relationships and
does not remain outside the place
of worship.
The envious person observes
that another person knows more
or does things better than they do,
and feels a deep sense of anguish
and jealousy. Envy poisons
everyday life, prevents Christian
love and hinders spiritual growth
because the envious person is
always concerned about what
others do. Envy does not allow
them to concentrate on the life of
the Spirit.
Let us be led by the Spirit and
pray that He will enable us to
escape the compulsions of envy.
Rev. Andres Miranda is pastor of the
Narre Warren PCEA in Melbourne.
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The Broader Body

“I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace” Philippians 1:7
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Reformed Presbyterian Church of Australia
Rev. Graeme Hart

I like the title of this page: “The
Broader
Body”,
with
its
accompanying Bible reference
from Philippians 1:7. It reminds me
that the Church is bigger than the
local church, bigger than a single
denomination, and that we are on
this
journey
together
as
beneficiaries
of
God’s
overwhelmingly
rich
and
sustaining grace.
It has fallen to me to give you a
snapshot of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church of Australia,
so I trust this brief jaunt down the
RPCA lane of history might find its
way into your hearts, knowing we
“are all partakers with me of
grace.” (Philippians 1:7)
The RPCA consists of three
congregations surrounding Port
Phillip Bay: Geelong, McKinnon
(SE Melbourne), and Frankston
(outer SE Melbourne).
Reformed Presbyterians from
Scotland and Ireland had migrated
to Australia seeking a new life and
new economic opportunities. As
no RP churches had been
established in this new land, RP
settlers naturally requested that the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of
Ireland send a minister. To their
request, the Rev. Alexander M.
Moore was sent. He arrived in
Geelong on Boxing Day 1857 and
conducted the first worship service
the following day! Less than
twelve people attended that
service, but within four years a
meeting house was built for the
growing congregation. It cost £988
to build, and they are still
worshipping in it today. Andrew
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Stewart has been the minister
there for 22 years.
Repeated appeals for more
ministers went out from other
parts of Australia to the Irish and
Scottish mother churches. Many of
these appeals did not arrive
because of poor and unreliable
communications. How they would
have loved email! When a request
finally did reach the church courts,
there were often not the men or
resources to send to work in
Australia. After many prayers, one
minister did arrive to minister to a
group of RP settlers in Bargo,
NSW, but sadly he died the
moment he stepped off the train
onto the railway station!
In 1928, the Rev. W. R.
McEwen was appointed by the
synod
of
the
Reformed
Presbyterian Church of Ireland to
its “colonial mission” in Australia.
The suburb of McKinnon was
chosen as a place to establish a new
congregation as it was a growing
district with few churches. A
rented house served as a meeting
place for a Sunday School and
evening services. The construction
of a church building commenced
in 1939 and, seven years later in
1946, the congregation was
formally organised. McKinnon’s
75th anniversary celebrations will
be held next year in the newly
renovated building scheduled for
completion in December 2020. I
have been the minister at
McKinnon for 10 years.
Our Frankston congregation
has existed in two stages: the 70s
and 80s, closing in 1989, and then
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re-established in 2008. Early this
year, the Rev. Andy McCracken
arrived with his family from the
USA to be the new pastor of
Frankston. [Side note: Andy’s
father was the founding pastor of
the Sunbury congregation (outer
NW suburb of Melbourne) for five
years in the 80s. It closed in 2006.]
No sooner had Andy arrived than
lockdown
occurred,
thus
necessitating
pastoring
and
preaching via Zoom! Thankfully,
restrictions are now easing and the
reintroduction
of face-to-face
worship is being planned.
Many things could be gleaned
from this brief history of the
RPCA. I highlight one. While we
have not been very “successful” in
church planting nor as proactive as
we could be, we do not lose hope.
Holding to Christ’s promise that it
is he who builds his church and the
gates of Hades will not prevail
against it (Matthew 16:18), and
knowing that only the church has
been given the gospel of hope, we
continue praying and planning that
God would bless our efforts to see
Christ-loving,
gospel-declaring
churches established, not just
throughout Melbourne, but in
every state and territory of this
country for the
sake, cause, and
glory of Christ.
Rev Graeme Hart
is the pastor of
the McKinnon
Reformed
Presbyterian
Church.
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December Prayer Points

“Always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy” Philippians 1:4
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tuesday, 1st: Pray for the
Ulverstone office-bearers: for elder
Ian Hamilton, and for deacons
Cameron
Hamilton,
Robert
Hingston and Luke Keast.

Friday, 11th: Pray for the Ulverstone
congregation as they continue to
prayerfully explore the options for
future full-time ministry there (see
page 7).

Wednesday, 2nd: Pray for the
church activities of the Ulverstone
congregation (see page 7).

Saturday, 12th: Pray that God by His
Spirit may enable the members in
our congregations to receive the
Word with faith and love as it is
read, sung, and preached tomorrow.

Thursday, 3rd: Pray for the ministry
of the Associated Presbyterian
Churches of Scotland. Pray for our
relationship and contact with them.
Pray also for churches in the ICRC
with us, including the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church in England and
Wales, and the Evangelical
Presbyterian Church (Ireland).

Sunday, 13th: Give thanks for how
we on earth join with the saints in
heaven as one body giving glory to
God.
Monday, 14th: Pray for the Carrum
Downs congregation in Melbourne.

Friday, 4th: Pray for the Brisbane
church camp, scheduled to begin
tonight in Lennox Head, NSW (see
page 6).
Saturday, 5th: Pray for Rev. Paul
Seiler, who is scheduled to give the
talks at the Brisbane church camp
this weekend (see page 6).
Sunday, 6th: Give thanks that today
as congregations we join together in
giving praise to the holy God.
Monday, 7th: Pray for the ongoing
ministry
of
the
Geelong
congregation.
Tuesday, 8th: Pray for elder Donald
Ramsay
of
the
Geelong
congregation.
Wednesday, 9th: Pray for the
ongoing ministry of the Presbyterian
Free Church of Central India.
Thursday, 10th: Pray for David and
Mandy Kerridge as they mourn the
death last month of their unborn
baby.

The Presbyterian Banner

Tuesday, 15th: Pray for Rev Ian Hall
and Rev David Kumnick of Carrum
Downs.
Wednesday, 16th: Pray for the
Chhapara and Lakhnadon Mission
Schools in India.
Thursday, 17th: Pray for continued
easing of restrictions for our
congregations in Victoria (see pages
6-7).
Friday, 18th: Pray for Hastings elder
Bill McKinnon, who has been
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer
(see page 6).
Saturday, 19th: Pray for all those
preparing to preach the Word from
our pulpits tomorrow.
Sunday, 20th: Give thanks that we as
congregations can celebrate our
Sabbath rest in Christ as we gather
for worship today.
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Monday, 21st: Pray for the Narre
Warren congregation in Melbourne.
Tuesday, 22nd: Pray for Rev Andres
Miranda of Narre Warren, and for
elders Terry Buck, John Disney, and
Stewart Louden.
Wednesday, 23rd: Pray for the work
of the Dumisani Theological
Institute in South Africa.
Thursday, 24th: Pray for churches in
the ICRC with us, including the Free
Church in Southern Africa, the Free
Reformed Churches in South Africa,
and the Reformed Churches in
South Africa.
Friday, 25th: Pray that God may
enable us to shine the light of his
grace and truth to those around us
who are lonely and needy and
caught in darkness.
Saturday, 26th: Give thanks for the
Hunter congregation’s work with
Samaritan’s Purse, and the Manning
congregation’s work with Angel
Tree. Pray that the gifts that were
distributed this year may be a
blessing for those who received
them (see page 6).
Sunday, 27th: Give thanks for the
opportunity to worship God as we
assemble together as congregations
on this last Sunday of the year.
Monday, 28th: Pray for the All
Nations congregation in Melbourne.

Tuesday, 29th: Pray for Rev Tut
Wan Yoa of All Nations, and for
elders Isaac John and Jonah Gatluak.
Wednesday, 30th: Pray for the
continuing work of Dr Dickson in
Delhi, India.
Thursday, 31st: Give thanks for
God’s faithfulness demonstrated to
us as a denomination during 2020.
December 2020

January Prayer Points

“Always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy” Philippians 1:4
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Friday, 1st: Pray that God by His
Spirit and providential care may
grant the PCEA what we need to
continue serving him as we move
forward together in 2021.

Tuesday, 12th: Pray for the ministry
of Rev Dennis Muldoon of West
Sydney; for elders Alec Neil and
Tom Reeve; and for deacon Allan
Stewart.

Saturday, 2nd: Pray that the
Presbyterian Banner may have been
a blessing during 2020, and that it
will be a blessing in this new year.

Wednesday, 13th: Pray for Dr Helen
Ramsay, retired missionary doctor,
who celebrates her birthday today.

Sunday, 3rd: Give thanks for the
opportunity to praise God as we
assemble together as congregations
on this first Sunday of the new year.
Monday, 4th: Pray for the ongoing
ministry of the Knox congregation
in Melbourne.

Thursday, 14th: Pray for churches in
the ICRC with us, including the
Canadian Reformed Churches, the
Free Reformed Churches of North
America, and the Reformed Church
in the United States.

Tuesday, 5th: Pray for Rowland
Ward serving as interim moderator
at Knox, and pray for elders John
Louden and Chris White.
Wednesday, 6th: Give thanks for the
work of the Middle East Reformed
Fellowship.

Friday, 22nd: Give thanks for Mrs.
Beryl Murray, oldest member of the
Hunter congregation (see page 6).
Pray for all our aged members.
Saturday, 23rd: Give thanks for the
various electronic means that make
it possible for those unable to
physically assemble at our church
buildings to nevertheless participate
in our services.
Sunday, 24th: Pray that sound
doctrine may be preached from our
pulpits today and every Lord’s Day.
Monday, 25th: Pray for the Hunter
congregation meeting in Cardiff and
Raymond Terrace in NSW.

Friday, 15th: Please pray for the
Sydney West session as they seek to
replace the current Treasurer, who
requested retirement due to health
reasons (see page 6).

Thursday, 7th: Pray that the elders
in our congregations will grow in
wisdom, strength and conviction
Saturday, 16th: Give thanks for the
when it comes to doing their
privilege of being able to have the
important work.
sacraments administered in our
Friday, 8th: Give thanks for Brendan churches (see page 6).
and Tosia Cribbin, who last year
Sunday, 17th: Pray that the worship
became communicant members in
our congregations offer today may
the Hunter congregation (see pages
be God-focused, obedient, and
4-5).
reverent.
Saturday, 9th: Pray that God will
Monday, 18th: Pray for the St
provide an increase of members in
Georges congregation in Sydney.
our congregations in 2021.
Tuesday, 19th: Pray for the ministry
Sunday, 10th: Pray that the
of Rev John McCallum of St.
participants in our congregations
George; for elders Donald Kerr,
may have a sense of how we are the
Donald McIntosh, and Alex Steel;
glorious body of Christ, as we
and for deacons Chris Oakley, Ken
gather for worship today.
Shaw, and Allan Steel.
Monday, 11th: Pray for the West
Wednesday, 20th: Pray for all those
Sydney congregation meeting in Mt.
who work with Australian
Druitt.
Indigenous Ministries.
The Presbyterian Banner

Thursday, 21st: Pray for the deacons
in our congregations as they strive
to cultivate the ministry of mercy.
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Tuesday, 26th: Pray for the ministry
of Rev Robin Tso of Hunter; for
elder Ian Miller; and for deacons
Richard Alley, David Barnes, John
Fluit, Ken George and Ian King.
Wednesday, 27th: Pray for Miriam
and her work with the Taleem
Centre in India.
Thursday, 28th: Pray for the fulltime PCEA ministers as they strive
to perform faithfully, diligently and
cheerfully all the duties of their
office.
Friday, 29th: Pray for the retired
PCEA ministers.
Saturday, 30th: Pray for all the
students, teachers and school
volunteers in our congregations.
Sunday, 31st: Pray that our worship
services today may be consistent
with biblical truth, regarding what is
done, what is taught, and the
attitude of our hearts.

December 2020

