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From the Editor
The sign on our church property
proclaims a promiscuous promise of
admittance: “All Welcome”.
But should we really broadcast
such an offer? After all, is it not the
church, the people of God, who are
called to gather for worship? And is
it not to the church that the minister proclaims the
Word of God, just as the apostle Paul wrote his
letters to the saints, the faithful in Christ Jesus?
I’ve been surprised when I’ve had people question
whether they would in fact be welcome at our
services.
Not because they questioned our
friendliness.
Rather, they questioned their
worthiness. Maybe they had a proper sense of who
should be attending.
No, not really. If it is a matter of worthiness, then
none of us should show up.
Yes, it is the church that assembles. But if those
who are currently strangers from the covenants of
promise happen to visit, and if God works to convert
their hearts through His Word preached to His
people, then those who were once far off, as all of us
were, they will have been brought near by the blood
of Christ (Ephesians 2:12-13). And for this, we
proclaim with joy in our hearts, “Praise God!”
And so, the invitation remains: “All Welcome!”
Jim Klazinga
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Recommended Reading

let us hold true to what we have attained” Philippians 3:16
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

J.C. Ryle’s “Five English Reformers”
Recommended by Rev. John Forbes

Would you like to get a handle
example: - “The Burning of our
on church history but find it
English Reformers; and the
difficult to know where to start? If
Reason why they were Burned.”
so then this little book “Five
It is fashionable in some
English Reformers” is for you.
quarters to deny that there is any
Ryle's gift was to get to the
such thing as certainty about
heart of a matter and present it in
religious truth, or any opinions for
a way that is readable, relevant
which it is worthwhile to be
and memorable for ordinary
burned. Yet, 300 years ago, there
Christians.
This book is no
were men who were certain they
exception.
had found out truth, and were
It entered our home a few years
content to die for their opinions. ago because my wife wanted Banner of Truth, has only six It is fashionable in other quarters
herself and our children to learn chapters, telling the stories of five to leave out all the unpleasant
some church history. They were Reformers rather than twelve.
things in history, and to paint
all captivated and moved by
everything with a roseit. It became real for them.
coloured hue. A very popular
“Ryle's
gift
was
to
get
to
the
Do be aware that it describes
history of our English
executions by burning, which heart of a matter and present it Queens hardly mentions the
may be too much for some
martyrdoms of Queen Mary’s
in a way that is readable,
children.
days! Yet Mary was not called
Focusing on one short
“Bloody Mary” without
relevant
and
memorable
period of history (the reign of
reason, and scores of
“Bloody Mary”, 1553-1558)
Protestants were burned in
for ordinary Christians.”
Ryle gives his reader a “way
her reign. - Last, but not
in” to understand the
least, it is thought very bad
significance of the Reformation in
Excerpt from the chapter “Why taste in many quarters to say
general
and
the
English Were Our Reformers Burned?”
anything which throws discredit
Reformation in particular.
“THERE are certain facts in on the Church of Rome. Yet it is as
The Christian principles at history which the world tries hard certain that the Romish Church
stake are timeless and universal, to forget and ignore. These facts burned our English Reformers as
and the story of these English get in the way of some of the it is that William the Conqueror
reformers is part of the story of world’s favourite theories, and are won the battle of Hastings. These
how the whole English speaking highly
inconvenient.
The difficulties meet me face to face as
world, including Australia, came consequence is that the world I walk up to the subject which I
to enjoy the religious and civil shuts its eyes against them. They wish to unfold in this paper. I
liberties that we now take for are either cut dead as vulgar know their magnitude, and I
granted.
intruders, or passed by as tiresome cannot evade them. I only ask my
The book was originally bores. Little by little they sink out readers to give me a patient and
published as “Light From Old of sight of the students of history, indulgent hearing.”
Times” and had thirteen chapters. like ships in a distant horizon, or
(It's out of copyright and is are left behind like a luggage train
John Charles Ryle (1816-1900) was an
English
evangelical Anglican bishop.
accessible free online).
The in a siding. Of such facts the
shortened edition, published by subject of this paper is a vivid
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Getting to Know Each Other

“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you” Philippians 1:3
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Holding Hands and Holding to Distinctives
An Interview with Doug & Shirley Hamilton
Shirley and Doug Hamilton are
members of the Hastings PCEA.
They are interviewed here by their
pastor, Rev. John Forbes.
JF: Doug and Shirley, thanks for
agreeing to be interviewed for the
church magazine. You've been
long standing members in the
PCEA, and Doug has been an
elder
in
three
PCEA
congregations. You've also been
Christian parents bringing up
children,
and
now
have
grandchildren
and
greatgrandchildren in the church. I
thought it may be helpful for
others to hear a little of your story.
JF: Shirley, you were brought
up in the PCEA. Can you say
something about your upbringing?
SH: I have very clear memories
of the PCEA, right back to when I
was aged 5 and Rev. Herbert
Ramsay was our minister in
Grafton.
He used to tell a
children's story.
My dad had been a Roman
Catholic. When he first saw mum,
a teacher at the time, he said,
“There goes my future wife!” But
she said, “I'm not going to have
anything to do with you – you're a
Catholic!” Dad wasn't happy in
the Catholic church, and he
changed. They got married in
Grafton. Later, he became the
Sunday School teacher, an elder,
and a lay preacher. His name was
George Alford.
We had an old Essex car, the
type with side curtains and
running boards. We three kids
used to think it was great sitting in
The Presbyterian Banner

that car, but we
didn't have much
petrol so we
w o u l d
sometimes only
get to church
every two or
three weeks.
Dad worked
very
hard,
initially on a
farm.
My
parents inherited
the land from my
grandfather, but
Doug and Shirley on their 60th anniversary
it
had
been
neglected, so dad really had to
When he joined the army, he
start from scratch.
He grew served in Darwin.
sugarcane and had dairy cattle.
My parents weren't really
Later he gave up the farm and got church-goers, though my mother
a job in Grafton with the Dairy would sometimes attend. I had
Factory.
been to Confirmation, but in terms
JF: Doug, you weren't originally of spiritual things, I was nowhere.
from the PCEA, but are now an I was working in Sale, Victoria,
elder. How did that come about?
when I first met Shirley, but I
DH: I was baptised in the didn't attend church.
When
Anglican Church in Charters Shirley said that I would have to
Towers, Queensland, in 1931. My come to church with her, I said
parents moved to the irrigation “I'll come to hold your hand.” But
district of Victoria, where my she helped me see that it was a
father worked hard in big time for me to get to grips with
irrigation properties. I started religion.
school at Stanhope.
We were married in 1960 by
In 1939 we shifted to Rev. Alvin McIntosh. He met
Yarrawonga on the Murray river. with each of us before our
My father bought our first car, a marriage to talk about spiritual
Model T Ford, for £12. He signed things. It was very helpful. We
up for the army in 1940, but the agreed together that worship was
call-up didn't come till 1941.
going to be of great importance to
In the meantime, he went into us.
rabbit trapping. Rabbits were a
JF: You told me that you
plague. You would go out to the walked out of your church in Sale.
hills and look and the whole hill Can you say something about that?
would move with rabbits.
4
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“I thank my God in all my remembrance of you” Philippians 1:3
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SH: There were a few churches
JF: So after that you sought out and they are all professing
in Sale – Anglicans, Methodists and a PCEA congregation?
Christians. Our two sons are elders
a Presbyterian church. We tried a
SH: Yes, I wanted to get back to in the PCEA, but our daughters'
few
and
settled
at
the the PCEA. So Doug put in for families are not still in the PCEA.
Presbyterians. Doug became an teaching jobs in places where there That's sad for us, but there were
elder there, and was also the was a PCEA congregation - hurtful experiences that caused
treasurer.
The minister, Rev. Melbourne,
Geelong,
and them to worship elsewhere. But,
Donald Macrae, was a good Hamilton. We didn't really want yes, we are thankful that they are
preacher, quite reformed. But the to go to Hamilton, but in the all believers.
man who came after was different. Lord's providence that was where
SH: The Bible says, “Train up a
He was preaching one day and we ended up. We were greatly child in the way he should go, and
said that the Lord Jesus was not helped as a family by the ministry when he is old he'll not depart
infallible, that he made mistakes. of Rev. Eric Turnbull. Every from it”. You certainly hope that
Ian, who was 3 or 4 at the time, Sunday afternoon he came to the your child will not depart from the
was sitting at my feet, and I
faith, but it's not always the
thought, “I can't believe this,
case. And it's not always the
“We agreed together
I've got to get out of here.” I
parents' fault. There's sin.
that
worship
was
going
to
be
took him by the hand and
DH: Neither of us had the
walked out. Normally when
peer pressure that many
of great importance to us.” great
children get taken out of
young people have today. I
church like that, it's because
shudder to think of the
they're being naughty. But he was house to do Catechism class with pressure that some young people
being very good. I never went the children, and we all looked experience today.
back.
forward to it. In 1973 he moved to
JF: What advice can you give to
JF: Do you have any regrets Melbourne to minister in St Kilda. Christian parents?
about taking an action like that?
DH: I retired in 1986, aged 55,
SH: It's vital that children are
SH: No, absolutely not! I was and we moved to Sydney, where taught Scripture when they are
horrified. It was terrible. Doug we attended St Georges. We then young. My sister Ann is a couple
resigned as an elder. The minister became foundational members in of years younger than me, but
and an elder came round and the Sydney South congregation she's a wonderful believer and we
talked to us until 2am in the when it was established in 1989. In both thank God for the fact that
morning, trying to tell us that the late 1991, we moved to our parents and Sunday School
first 11 chapters of Genesis were Wauchope, where our daughter encouraged us to memorise
just myths. At 2am I stood up with lived, and we built a house beside Scripture and Catechisms. It stays
tears streaming down my face. I them.
with you right through life. Love
had the bible in my hand and said
JF: I want to ask you about your is also such an important thing. I
“No-one will ever tell me this isn't experience as Christian parents think of that verse that says,
the whole Word of God”.
bringing up children at a time “Though I speak in the tongues of
JF: There seems to be pressure when there was a significant men and of angels, but have not
on Christians to be very decline in church attendance, love, I have become sounding
accommodating, and not to take a especially from the 1960s. We brass or a clanging symbol.” (1
clear stand on doctrines that have sometimes say there is a missing Corinthians 13:1)
become controversial. Do you generation in the church, yet all
JF: Finally, what things do you
think it's important to hold to clear your children have grown up and think have helped you most in
distinctives?
continued in the faith. What do your Christian life?
DH: To answer it simply, yes, you think is the reason for that?
SH: Christian parents, learning
it is most important.
DH: Yes, we have four children Scripture and catechisms as a child.
The Presbyterian Banner
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Church News

“He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” Philippians 1:6
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

* * * * * * *
2020 Family Camp Postponed
Due to the uncertainly generated
by the ongoing pandemic and
various
state
government
restrictions, the Youth and
Fellowship committee has decided
to postpone the Family Camp that
was due to be held from 29
December 2020 at the NSW
Tahlee camp site.
It is hoped, Lord willing, that
we can run the camp in late 2021.
* * * * * * *
A Brief History of All Nations
By Tut Wan Yoa
Although I came to Melbourne
in August 2005, the year 2009 was
when All Nations first functioned
as a viable church in the premises
purchased in Mulgrave. There
were two weekly services: English
in the morning and Australian
South Sudanese background in the
afternoon, using the Nuer
language.
The
church
encountered many challenges
within a year of its development,
when some lay members to
objected to the leadership of the
church and the teachings of
Presbyterian faith. These members
had been introduced to and
followed other denominations’
teachings during their journeys as
refugees. The members were
divided on whether the church
would follow only the teaching of
the Presbyterian faith or a mix of
different kinds of worship. For
example, a bit of SDA, Roman
Catholic,
Baptist,
Lutheran,
Pentecostal and so forth. Most of
the members agreed that only the
teaching of the Presbyterian faith
should be followed, as indeed this
The Presbyterian Banner

was our background in Sudan.
Some members were confused by
those who leaned towards
charismatic teaching. Many were
discouraged by all the division,
which in hindsight ended up in the
favour of the Presbyterian
members who stood their ground,
while those who tried to confuse
those members, to sway towards
charismatic teaching, made the
decision to leave the church and
sought other options suitable for
them.
You can imagine how difficult
it was to deal with that situation
and to bring the congregation to
where it is today was not easy at
all. Without the encouragement
and support of Rev Dr Ward, I do
not know what would have been
the outcome from such a
situation.
The church is doing well now,
and the congregation has a
common understanding of how
the Word is taught, and what is
expected from myself and other
Leaders. We have been able to
introduce new classes that
incorporate Presbyterian teachings
and allow for members of the
congregation to develop their
spiritual connection with God.
This is just a small glimpse into
the background of the Australian
South Sudanese congregation
afternoon service at All Nations
Presbyterian Church Mulgrave.
Please pray for the leadership of
All Nations. The elders are Isaac
John and Jonah Kot with Dr Ward
and myself.
* * * * * * *
Brisbane
The family of Taylor and
Bonnie-Anne
Richards
are
6

expecting their seventh child, due
8 October. They are living in
Charters Towers in Northern
Queensland, where Taylor is
working as a teacher.
Thanks
to
a
generous
anonymous donation designated
for this specific purpose, the
Deacons’ Court was able to have
installed two air conditioning units
in the main church building. This
will be a real blessing, as services
during the Queensland summer
can be sweltering.
During the morning service on
11 October, the congregation is
scheduled to have the Lord’s
Supper administered for the first
time since the start of the
pandemic.
* * * * * * *
Hunter
The mid-week Bible study/
prayer group led by Rev Tso
recently concluded a very helpful
study of Habukkuk, 'Living by
faith'. We look forward to mining
the Biblical treasures to be found
in our new study series: Romans 15, 'The Free Gift of Life'. Recently
two of our senior female members
have commenced treatment for
cancer.
Please
particularly
remember them, their families and
our other elderly folk at the throne
of grace.
Rev Tso, Mrs Tso and the
children are soon to commence a
two week holiday planning to visit
Dubbo, Armidale and some other
regional destinations.
* * * * * * *
Manning
Samaritan’s Purse is a Christian
organisation that takes its name
October 2020

Church News

“He who began a good work in you will bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ” Philippians 1:6
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

from the parable of the Good
Samaritan. Luke 10:30-37 gives a
clear picture of God’s desire for us
to help those in desperate need
wherever we find them. After
describing how the Samaritan
rescued a hurting man whom
others had passed by, Jesus told
His hearers, “Go and do likewise.”
Franklin Graham, President of the
organisation, says “At Samaritan’s
Purse we don’t run from disasters,
we run to them. We go to help
people in Jesus’ Name.”

Manning PCEA’s involvement
with Samaritan’s Purse began in
the mid 90’s when Mrs Val
Cromarty became aware of
Operation Christmas Child (OCC)
and their shoebox gifts. OCC was
a hands-on way to bless children
in need around the world by
filling shoeboxes with toys,
hygiene items, school supplies,
clothing and fun gifts. 120
shoeboxes were gifted in her first
year. OCC is now supported by
many other churches in the
Manning Valley and over 2000
shoeboxes were gathered locally
last year. Our craft group meets
regularly in the church hall
through the year for a time of
friendship and fellowship, making
items for the shoeboxes. We raise
funds, gather donated goods and
last year we were able to send 100
shoeboxes in the name of Jesus to
children living in vulnerable
The Presbyterian Banner

situations around the world.
COVID restrictions slowed us this
year, but did not stop us. Faithful
people remained generous and
over 70 children will be blessed by
shoeboxes from the Manning
PCEA.
After receiving a shoebox gift,
children have the opportunity to
enrol in The Greatest Journey – a
12-lesson Bible study course that
guides children through what it
means to faithfully follow Jesus.
Globally, OCC has packed over
10.5 million shoeboxes that are
shipped to over 100 receiving
countries worldwide. This means
that millions of children hear
about the Good News and Great
Joy of Jesus Christ.
If you would like to know more
about OCC, go to their website
samaritanspurse.org.au
* * * * * * *
Northern Rivers
The Kerridge family is thrilled to
be expecting their sixth child, due
to be born in April. Please pray
for the family as they await their
newest addition.
David was able to take a couple
of weeks leave in the second half
of September.
* * * * * * *
Wings of Hope, Sri Lanka.
Wings of Hope in Sri Lanka is a
partner of Mukti Mission of India
and maintains the same Christian
focus as Mukti. However, a new
government has recently come to
power in Sri Lanka, which is
nationalistic and Buddhist, and is
likely to bring persecution of
Christians.
Pray for Rebecca and Adrian
7

Alexander in their leadership of
Wings of Hope and for Bible
believing churches and Christian
organisations there as they serve
the Lord in this new environment
which is much more openly
hostile and threatening to
Christianity.
* * * * * * *
News from Peru.
The following is from a letter
sent late September by Pilar, our
contact for the Annie Soper
school in Peru. Peru is one of the
countries hardest hit in all the
world
by
the
COVID-19
pandemic. Please pray for our
brothers and sisters there.
“The rainy season is starting
here, a bit early this year, but the
fields and the plants were so
thirsty, I think they are happy
with the rain!
“July-August have been terrible
months here with the covid. Lots
of people got seriously sick. Some
friends died. Everybody scared.
But life goes on. The market, the
shops, loud music from a party,
street
vendors,
motorbikes,
familiar noises and activities are
coming back little by little. People
with masks and some people
without them. Some have not left
their houses in 6 months. Other
have been working the whole
time as they usually did before the
cuarentena.
“Things are getting a bit
‘quieter,’ but last week the schoolDirector,
Mrs.
Mariquita
Chumbe, lost her parents due to
covid. Both were sick and were in
two different hospitals here
in Moyobamba. It is sad, very
difficult to understand…”
October 2020

Lay of the Land

“Let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ” Philippians 1:27
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Music and Faith of Johann Sebastian Bach
Hainian Yu

Of the 27 pieces of music NASA
library, suggest that Bach’s art was
placed on their Voyager 1 and 2
indeed, as he writes at the
spacecrafts, as part of a recording
conclusion of most pieces, Soli
aimed at demonstrating the
Deo Gloria (to the glory of God).
diversity of life on earth, three
Just as our appreciation of
were by a single composer: Johann
Shakespeare’s text increases with
Sebastian Bach (1685-1750).
familiarity,
so
does
our
Yet, as I sat in my first ever
understanding of the way Bach’s
rehearsal of Bach’s music, listening
faith is written out into his music.
to the beginning movement of his
The beauty of Bach’s diverse
St Matthew Passion (“Come, ye
output is that, whether it is a piece
daughters, share my wailing”), it
of simplicity and elegance (like his
was the music that sounded like it pieces of evidence also testify to Prelude and Fugue no. 1, or the
came from outer space. The Bach’s genuineness of faith.
chorus “Jesus bleibet meine
strange conglomeration of flutes,
First, Bach’s personal, 3-volume Freude” from his cantata BWV
oboes and violins harboured an Bible is filled with highlights and 147), or one of great complexity
extra-terrestrial timbre. The tense annotations. For example, next to and length (such as his
and often dissonant harmonies felt 1 Chronicles 25 he writes: “this aforementioned St Matthew
alien to the ear. The jagged
Passion), all carry at once an
melodic theme spun round
outward beauty for the
Bach:
“At
a
reverent
and round, in a lilt that
beginning listener, and an
seemed as endless as the night
impenetrable depth that
performance of music,
sky. Was this the pinnacle of
rewards
each
repeated
Western music?
listening.
God is always at hand
The situation reminded me
As we grow familiar with
with
his
gracious
presence.”
of the first time I read
these sounds of the past and
Shakespeare in an English
the words that are associated
class. What was meant to
with them, we begin to
have been the foundation of the chapter is the true foundation of understand
their
‘baroque’
English language had to be all God-pleasing music.”
aesthetic, their dance infused
‘translated’ before I could make
At 2 Chronicles 5:13 he rhythms, their affective word
any sense of it!
comments: “at a reverent perform- painting, and their intimate
So it is, I found, with Bach’s ance of music, God is always at association with the glorification
music. Only the translation is hand with his gracious presence.”
of God.
twofold, involving both his
In addition, Bach writes in his
musical style and his heartfelt General-basslehre: “For the sole
Hainian Yu is a
Christian faith.
aim and reason of the figured bass,
member of the
Bach composed a great amount as of all music, should be nothing
Brisbane PCEA,
of sacred music as part of his work other than God’s glory and
and a music
student at the
in a number of churches, most pleasant recreations.”
University
of
famously at Leipzig, where he
This, along with records of a
Queensland.
composed the majority of his devoted liturgical life in Leipzig in
almost 200 surviving cantatas.
Bach’s time, and his own
A number of other significant theologically dominated personal
The Presbyterian Banner
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Search Work

“These things God has revealed to us through the Spirit.” 1 Corinthians 2:10
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE
(Intermediate omit questions 1 and 6)
Matthew 26
1. What did the woman do with the alabaster box
(flask) of ointment (oil)? What memorial would
she have? (2 separate verses)
2. For how much money did Judas sell Jesus?
3. What did Jesus do with the bread and wine at
the supper? (3 verses)
4. When Peter was told he would deny Jesus three
times, what was his answer?
5. What was Jesus’ prayer in Gethsemane when
he went away the second time?
6. When the disciple had cut off the ear of the
high priest’s servant, what did Jesus say to him? (3
verses)
7. How did Jesus answer when the high priest
adjured him to tell them whether he was the
Christ?
8. What did Peter do when he remembered what
Jesus had said about his denial?

JUNIOR
Matthew 26:1-35
1. What did the woman do with the alabaster box
(flask) of ointment (oil)?
2. How much money did the Jews give Judas for
betraying Jesus?
3. What did Jesus say after he took the bread and
blessed it? And also, after he took the cup? (3
verses only)
4. What did Jesus tell Peter he would do before
the cock crowed?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

“Train up a child in the way he should go,
And when he is old he will not depart from it.”
Proverbs 22:6

“Members of Synod commit themselves to keep
praying for the spiritual development of the children
and youth in our church. We are conscious of the
lure of the world and sin that can draw our young
people away from the truth of the gospel and the
faith. Therefore, constant intercession be made on
behalf of our youth, so that they will have the
courage to stand firm in the Lord, to resist secular
pressure, find their identity in fellowship with Christ,
and
participate
joyfully
in
their
local
churches.” (Synod 2019)

The Presbyterian Banner
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The Broader Body

“I hold you in my heart, for you are all partakers with me of grace” Philippians 1:7
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Reformed Churches of New Zealand in a Nutshell
Rev. Sjirk Bajema

“Tena koutou, Tena koutou.”
This is Maori for greeting a group
of people at the same time. It is
what I convey to you now. And for
many of you it will be even more
personal, as I have met you and
have worshipped and served the
Lord amongst you. So let me add
to the “Tena koutou” the words “i
runga i te ingoa o te Ariki” – “in
the name of the Lord.”
As you will know, I am back in
the land of the Long White Cloud,
ministering
back
in
the
denomination I came from to
serve the Lord with you,
particularly in the Narre Warren
PCEA congregation.
So what can I say in a brief way
about the denomination that was
for a number of years the
physically closest sister federation
of churches to you, and even now
continues to have strong ties with
you?
Actually, not a whole lot
different than what the Rev. Wes
Bredenhof wrote of the Free
Reformed Churches of Australia
in the August 2020 issue of this
magazine. The first two thirds of
his article could almost be a
parallel telling of the background
of the RCNZ.
So allow me to develop the
lines that are distinctly different
within the RCNZ .
The RCNZ, when instituted in
1953,
was
made
up
of
congregations who had members
who hailed from the Reformed
Churches of the Netherland
(Liberated),
the
Christian
Reformed Churches of the
The Presbyterian Banner

Netherlands,
the
Reformed
Churches of the Netherlands, and
the Hervormde (State) Reformed
Church in the Netherlands.
These migrants were joined by
a number of Presbyterian folk
who were dissatisfied with the
liberal state of the Presbyterian
Church of New Zealand. Thus it
was that very early on, not only
were the Three Forms of Unity
from the Netherlands adopted as
our confessional basis (the
Heidelberg Catechism, the Belgic
Confession of Faith, and the
Canons of Dordt), but also the
Westminster Confession of Faith.
With few exceptions, the
majority
of
the
founding
generation of the RCNZ were
those who came to New Zealand
as single people. True, quite a
number of them were engaged.
The men would come first, get
established, and then bring their
fiancées over. So the RCNZ had
many marriages in its early years.
The flow on effect continues up
until our present day, with the
fourth generation now being
largely the children found in our
congregations. This is not to take
away from many who joined us
since then.
The initial Dutch migration
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wave has been supplemented more
recently by quite a number of
South Africans and Koreans,
together with others from
elsewhere.
Our federation has been blessed
by the Lord to hold fast to him
over the past 67 years. We
presently have some twenty
congregations throughout the two
main islands, with three mission
posts, making up some 2100 adult
members, and with around 1200
baptised members.
We would covet your prayers
for the number of vacant churches
we have at this time, with several
more having ministers past the
retirement age. Pray also for the
students for the ministry we have
at the Reformed Theological
College in Geelong (most of whom
are studying online at this time),
and for a student about to depart
for
Mid-America
Reformed
Seminary in the USA. Three of our
graduating students are either in
the year-long final internship, or
about to commence it.
The motto of the RCNZ is
“Your word is a lamp to my feet
and the light shines in darkness.”
This makes it clear that the Holy
Scriptures must be absolutely
central in the heart of a faithful
church. May we, together with
you, ever proclaim him who is the
Light of the World and so be his
witness in this world which seems
to be becoming increasingly
darker.
Rev Sjirk Bajema ministers at the
Reformed Church of Oamaru, on the South
Island of New Zealand.
October 2020

October Prayer Points

“Always in every prayer of mine for you all making my prayer with joy” Philippians 1:4
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thursday, 1st: Please pray for the
ministry of the Orthodox Presbyterian
Church, and of the United Reformed
Churches in North America. Pray for
our relationship and contact with
them.
Friday, 2nd: Pray for the
congregations in Victoria still not able
to assemble together for worship in
their church buildings.
Saturday, 3rd: Pray that the way may
be cleared for Shekinah to be able to
start her short-term mission work in
Thailand through Interserve (see last
month’s Presbyterian Banner, page
10).

Sunday, 11th: Praise God that his
covenant with us is unalterably
grounded in God’s mercies, and that
we can celebrate this as we gather
together for worship.
Monday, 12th: Pray for the Sydney
congregation meeting in Mt. Druitt.
Tuesday, 13th: Pray for the ministry
of Rev Dennis Muldoon at Mt. Druitt;
for elders Alec Neil, and Tom Reeve;
and for deacon Allan Stewart.
Wednesday, 14th: Pray for the
ongoing involvement of the Manning
congregation with the Samaritan’s
Purse (see the Manning section in
“Church News,” pages 6-7).

Sunday, 4th: Pray that the Spirit may,
by the preaching of the Word,
strengthen us for faithful living.

Wednesday, 7th: Pray for our
brothers and sisters in Peru, especially
those associated with the Annie Soper
school. (see the News from Peru in
“Church News,” page 7).
Thursday, 8th: Pray for the Richards
family of the Brisbane congregation.
The due date for their seventh child is
today.
Friday, 9th: Pray for the two senior
female members in the Hunter
congregation who have commenced
treatment for cancer (see the Hunter
section in “Church News,” page 6).
Saturday, 10th: Give thanks and pray
for our ongoing relationship with the
Reformed Churches of New Zealand
(see “The Broader Body,” page 10)

The Presbyterian Banner

Thursday, 22nd: Please pray for the
ministry
of
the
Reformed
Presbyterian Church of Ireland, and of
the Reformed Presbyterian Church of
North America.
Pray for our
relationship and contact with them.

Friday, 23rd: Give thanks for our
spiritual forefathers, including those
who held on to their faith at the cost
of their lives (see “Recommended
Reading,” page 3).
Saturday, 24th: Pray for David and
Mandy Kerridge as they anticipate the
birth of their sixth child, due in April.
Sunday, 25th: Give thanks that today
we worship the God who has credited
us with the perfect righteousness and
holiness of Christ, that we may be
enabled to praise Him!

Monday, 5th: Pray for the ongoing
ministry of the Knox congregation in
Melbourne.
Tuesday, 6th: Pray for Rowland Ward
serving as interim moderator at Knox,
and for elders John Louden and Chris
White.

Wednesday, 21st: Pray for Wings of
Hope in Sri Lanka (see “Church
News,” page 7).

Thursday, 15th: Pray for the retired
ministers in our denomination.

Monday, 26th: Pray for the Hunter
congregation in Newcastle.

Friday, 16th: Pray for the older
members in our denomination
continuing to deal with isolation
because of the pandemic.

Tuesday, 27th: Pray for the ministry
of Rev Robin Tso at Hunter; for elder
Ian Miller; and for deacons Richard
Alley, David Barnes, John Fluit, Ken
George & Ian King.

Saturday, 17th: Pray for the spiritual
development of the children and
youth in our church.

Wednesday, 28th: Pray for all the
deacons in our congregations.

Sunday, 18th: Pray that God by His
Spirit may enable us to worship as
assembled congregations in a manner
in accordance with the second
commandment.
Monday, 19th: Pray for the St Georges
congregation in Sydney.
Tuesday, 20th: Pray for the ministry
of Rev John McCallum at St Georges;
for elders Donald Kerr, Donald
McIntosh, and Alex Steel; and for
deacons Chris Oakley, Ken Shaw, and
Allan Steel.
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Thursday, 29th: Pray for all the elders
in our congregations.
Friday, 30th: Pray that the PCEA
Family will be able to be held again in
late 2021.
Saturday, 31st: Pray that our churches
may be welcoming to outsiders (see
“From the Editor,” page 2).
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