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From the Editor
Sinclair Ferguson challenges us in
‘Devoted to God’s Church,’ recently
published by Banner of Truth, “just as
it should be true in our natural family,
so in our local church we need to feel
that there is no other church family to
which we would rather belong – even if our
congregation is far from perfect….If Jesus Christ is
your saviour, and if he loved the church and died for
the church (Eph. 5:25), are you prepared to live in
and for that church for which he died? That is a core
value. And it is church membership in a nutshell.”
Having been a member in a substantial number of
different churches, it might seem somewhat
hypocritical for me to underscore what Ferguson
writes, to maintain that there should be no other
church family to which we would rather belong than
our local church family.
Of course, it is easier to move from one church
family to another than it is to move from one natural
family to another. And there will be times when
circumstances require such a move.
But this should never be simply a matter of
shopping for a better church. The Lord has placed us
where we are. He has placed us there for a reason.
And he has instructed us to give thanks for and show
love to our brothers and sisters, wherever it is that he
calls us to serve. May He enable us to do this.
Jim Klazinga
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Recommended Reading

“Stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught by us.” 2 Thessalonians 2:15
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Kevin DeYoung’s “The Ten Commandments”
Reviewed by Rev. Dennis Muldoon

Kevin DeYoung pastors a
Reformed church in North
Carolina and teaches at Reformed
Theological
Seminary
in
Charlotte. He has written several
books. This book on the Ten
Commandments was published in
2018.
I bought it when preaching on
the Ten Commandments. I was
using Thomas Watson’s book,
which is good, but after almost
four hundred years, society has
changed. Watson does not deal
with euthanasia under the
commandment ‘Do not murder,’
but Kevin DeYoung does. That
said, there is the inevitable touch
of American culture in the book.
Kevin begins by stating the
uniqueness of the Decalogue as
laws given by God. Eminent
lawyers and atheists continue
trying to improve on God’s laws,
but they continue to fail. God’s
law is absolute, of course, which is
why sinners do not like it.
I wonder how popular this
book will be, given the reluctance
to preach or teach the Ten
Commandments in churches
today. Many focus on the New
Testament, but you cannot read
the New Testament without
understanding the Decalogue. For
instance, the very first sermon of
Jesus is based on the Decalogue.
The
preface
to
the
Commandments states: ‘I am the
Lord your God who brought you
out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of slavery’ (Exod 20:1-2).
Has the Lord not delivered us
from slavery to sin and death
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through Jesus Christ?
The Ten Commandments were
given as the basis of God’s
covenant with the people he
redeemed. We live under a new
covenant, but God remains the
same; our new covenant is the
fulfilment of the old.
Jesus
summarised
the
Decalogue in two commandments: ‘Love the Lord your God
with all your heart, all your soul,
and all your mind’, and the
second, ‘love your neighbour as
yourself’ (Mat 22:37-40). To
understand these two ‘love
commandments’ we must go back
to the Ten Commandments.
The second of the Ten
Commandments is a stumbling
block for many still today. Kevin
denounces the use of pictures and
images in worship, and warns
against mental images of God. He
reminds us that the Larger
Catechism refers to representations of God ‘inwardly in our
mind’
(Westminster
Larger
Catechism Q 109). He refers to the
regulative principle in worship as
stated in the Westminster
Confession and the Larger
Catechism.
Speaking of the second
commandment, I note that the
republication of Dr Boice’s
‘Foundations of the Christian
Faith’ has an icon on the front
cover. I questioned Dr Ryken,
who wrote the foreword, about
this; he confirmed that the
publisher designed the cover.
The cover on Kevin’s book has
a sketch of the two tablets of the
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Decalogue with I-V on one tablet
and VI-X on the other. I have no
problem with this, except that
Kevin strongly asserts, ‘they were
two copies of the same thing’ with
one copy going into the ark and
the other for them to remember
(p79). We do not judge a book by
its cover, but I find it interesting
when the cover says something
different to what is written inside.
The fourth commandment is
always a challenge; Kevin writes,
‘confusing but critical’. He notes
that it is the longest and most
detailed commandment, and that
the
Sabbath
command
is
mentioned more than any other,
even in the NT (p65).
Kevin grew up in a home
upholding the sanctity of the
Sabbath day, or what the New
Testament church called the
Lord’s Day. He says he did not
rebel, but struggles with Romans
14 and Colossians 2, saying, ‘we
must be careful not to judge
others’; ‘but the Gospel writers are
at pains to demonstrate that Jesus
never violated the
fourth
commandment (Mat 5:17-18)’.
This command is all about
‘trusting God to be our provider,
sustainer, deliverer and saviour’.
The Lord’s Day is a day to gather
for worship, to rest from our
labours, and points to ‘spiritual
rest in Christ every day of the
week’ (Heb 4:9).
I hope these comments have
whetted your appetite to get hold
of this book and read it, and I am
sure you will be blessed if you do!
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“I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:3
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Service in West Sydney
A Brief Biography of Gordon Alexander Neil
Alex Neil is an elder in the Mt.
Druitt PCEA.
The following
biography was written by his
fellow elder Tom Reeve, after
recently interviewing Alex.
In March 1977, the Session of St
Georges PCEA resolved (through
Central Presbytery) to commence
an extension work in Western
Sydney. Mr Brian Dole, recently
returned from Scotland, conducted
a survey and the first service and
Sabbath School for children was
held on the 9th October 1977 at a
Community
Centre
in
Werrington. The first elders were
elected in 1978 and included
Gordon Alexander Neil, aged 49.
He has now completed forty three
years
of
service
in
the
congregation; also helping with
Nursing Home services (at
Kurrajong) and Scripture teaching
in several local public schools.
Following
Rev.
Dole’s
resignation, the next minister was
Rev. Hugh Varnes who served
from 1981 to 1991. During this
time, in 1986, our present property
was purchased and a new manse
constructed on the adjacent corner
block. Later ministers were Rev.
George Bancroft (supply, 1992-93)
and Rev. Timothy McGlynn (1994
as student, then 1997-2000). Our
current minister, Rev. Dr Dennis
Muldoon, commenced taking
services as a student in 2000 and
was called and inducted in 2002.
The present office-bearers are Alex
Neil (Session Clerk), Tom Reeve
and Allan Stewart (Deacon). Alex
and his wife Flora were foundation
The Presbyterian Banner

members of the new congregation,
having previously worshipped at
St Georges in Castlereagh Street.
Alex was born at Glenreagh on
the north coast of NSW in May
1929, the son of a railway
mechanical engineer. The family
subsequently lived at South
Grafton, later at Taree where he
commenced his schooling. Rev.
MC Ramsay was the minister on
the Manning and Alex holidayed
with the Ramsay children. Their
uncle’s farm, Highfield, at Grafton
was a favourite place for holidays.
He also remembers the helpful
preaching of Rev. Dudley Trotter
whom
the
family
heard
occasionally.
In 5th class at Taree Public
School, Alex was awarded 2nd
prize in an external State exam on
‘Health and Temperance.’ The
family moved again with his father
taking up a new role with the
4

Railways. This time it was to
Penrith where Alex completed 6th
Class. He travelled by train
(through Mount Druitt) for his
senior years at Parramatta High
School where he gained his leaving
certificate. He (and Flora) would
later come to live at Upton Street,
Penrith in 1977 – and this
continues to be his home.
With a scholarship to the
University of Sydney, Alex took an
Arts degree, studying to become a
History and Geography teacher.
Later he studied at night to be able
to
teach
Commerce
and
Economics as well. It was during
his University years that Alex
became a decided Christian, giving
his life to follow Christ ‘out alone
among the trees’ whilst attending
a Fellowship Camp at Mount
Panorama, Bathurst. His first
teaching appointment in the 1950s
was to Narrandera on the
April 2021
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“I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:3
___________________-_______________________________________________________________________________________

supported by the dear Flora six years ago, living
congregation. He independently, driving himself to
also met them at both services each Lord’s day, and
the airport when occasionally to Canberra to visit
they came to John. He has a fine singing voice
Sydney and helped and continues to lead the singing at
them during their nursing home services, covid
furloughs.
One permitting.
missionary
of
He is known for his faithfulness
special note was to the Lord, his memory of
Scottish
nurse, sermons preached years ago, his
Flora
McLeod ability to quote Scripture and his
from the Free welcoming handshake. Now
Church
central almost 92, he remains actively
mission in India. interested in the work of the
They met in 1975 church, especially with the young
and were married folk. Sunday School material
at St Columba’s developed by Alex continues to be
Photo taken at Highfield Farm c. 1940. Back: Helen Ramsay,
Free
Church, used by the classes at Mount Druitt
Ailsa Neil and Alex Neil. Seated: Doug Neil and Aunt Lexie Cameron Edinburgh in 1976. and elsewhere.
Murrumbidgee River in the South After moving to Penrith in 1977,
One of the favourite Bible
West. Later he had a promotion their only son John was born a verses which Alex likes to quote is
back in Sydney at Marsden High couple of years later.
1 Cor. 15:58 (AV): “Therefore,
School, West Ryde (as Commerce
Alex, with his commerce and my beloved brethren, be ye
Master) and then at Westfields accounting training, served as steadfast, unmoveable, always
High School. He was for many congregational treasurer for many abounding in the work of the Lord,
years a rugby union referee.
years and still continues to forasmuch as ye know that your
In the 1960s the Wyndham regularly bank the collection labour is not in vain in the Lord.”
Scheme was introduced, and Alex monies. He has shown great By the grace of God he has
left teaching in 1969 for an fortitude following the death of his exemplified this in his own life.
administrative position at his alma
mater, the University of Sydney.
He was an assistant Registrar in the
Registrations and Examinations
office.
With his return to Sydney, Alex
attended
the
St
Georges
congregation in the city, and sat
mainly under the ministry of Rev.
A.D. McIntosh. He served there as
a deacon for 20 years, up until
1977. He lived at Concord at this
time, caring for his widowed
mother. He was also the Mission
Secretary at St Georges and wrote
letters of encouragement to
various missionaries who were
Hugh Varnes and Alex Neil at a 90th birthday celebration at Warrimoo in May 2019.
The Presbyterian Banner
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“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” 1 Corinthians 12:26
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

* * * * * * *
All Nations
[Report by Rowland Ward]
To equip our leaders and others
with Biblical material to assist in
helping others, All Nations is
running all-day sessions on the last
Saturday of each month.
The first session in February
brought together 16 participants,
and in March we had 20 people
participate. Led by Adrian
Martinez of Biblical Counselling
Australia, they are pitched at just
the right level and have been very
well received.
As well as our morning English
services, once a month the Nuer
service is also fully in English.
We
expect
to
begin
construction of a two storey
extension to our building. This
will enlarge the hall, upgrade the
kitchen and toilets, and create
offices upstairs. Therefore, we will
be relocating temporarily.
* * * * * * *
Hunter
[Report by Ian Miller]
A men's fellowship breakfast
and presentation by Dr Mark
Harwood was enjoyed on
Saturday, 27 March. Dr Harwood
provided
a
coherent
and
stimulating defence of the
scientific veracity of the first 11
chapters of Genesis and how they
relate to the saving work of Christ.
The congregation is thankful to
the Lord for the recent completion
of extension and renovation work
to the Raymond Terrace Hall.
Following worship and the Lord's
supper on 28 March, the
congregation enjoyed a fellowship
lunch in the hall.
We continue to pray for our
The Presbyterian Banner

sister congregations, especially
those without a settled preaching
ministry and that the Lord would
raise up labourers (Ministers,
Elders and Deacons) for the
harvest.
* * * * * * *
Knox
[Report by Rowland Ward]
Our Psalter is now in digital
format
(free
download
at
www.knoxpcea.org.au) and has
links to the tunes. The tunes can
be heard in harmony as well as in
each of the four parts. This
facilitates learning the tune in a
form that is easiest for one's own
voice.
Using Christianity Explored, an
encouraging Soul Course for
interested young women and
ladies, has just concluded at Knox.
* * * * * * *
Manning
[Contribution by Joyce Bennett]
Let me hold lightly things of this earth;
Transient treasures, what are they worth?
Moths can corrupt them, rust can decay;
All their bright beauty fades in a day.
Let me hold lightly temporal things –
I, who am deathless, I, who wear wings.
Let me hold fast, Lord, things of the skies;
Quicken my vision, open my eyes!
Show me thy riches, glory and grace,
Boundless as time is, endless as space.
Let me hold lightly things that are mine –
Lord, thou dost give me all that is thine!
– Martha Snell Nicholson

I found this poem in my dad’s
Bible. I thought it might be a
blessing
to many
people,
considering the flooding and how
many people may be affected.
My dad, Wallace Reid Robinson,
was born and raised in Mississippi.
6

He joined the US Navy & served
on a Destroyer in WW2. After
discharge from the Navy he went
into the ministry, in 1955 he felt
the Lord would have him come to
Australian as a missionary. He
pastored a number of churches. In
1958,
he
commenced
a
Independent Reformed Baptist
Church and remained Pastor there
for over 50 years. One of his
quotes was “Stick by the Word of
God, and the God of the Word
will stick by you.
Please remember in prayer all
those who have been affected by
the heavy rain and floods last
month.
Our services had to be cancelled
on 21 March, as many people
could not get into Taree. But
praise God, we were able to have
services by electronic means.
* * * * * * *
Narre Warren
[Report by Andres Miranda]
Narre Warren, like all Christian
churches in Victoria, have faced
enormous challenges during the
global outbreak of the virus. None
of us was prepared for a situation
like this and the uncertainty of the
future has forced us to carry out
pastoral responsibilities outside of
the conditions to which we were
used. God, however, has not
allowed all this to have a negative
impact on the church. During this
crisis we have had the opportunity
to strengthen our confidence in
God, we have deepened the bonds
of Christian fellowship, we have
grown in the ministry of love, and
the hunger for the Word has been
richly blessed with a spiritual
stability that has not been affected
with the ups and downs of our
April 2021
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“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” 1 Corinthians 12:26
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current health crisis. Although
emergency
lockdowns
have
stretched the emotional stamina of
many and have also produced
mental exhaustion, especially in
some of the elderly members of
the church, the elders of our local
congregation have carried out
their
pastoral duties with
diligence, love and perseverance
to create encouragement, patience
and even joy in the midst of our
trials.
We also thank God that church
neighbours have shown an interest
in learning more about the church
and in attending our worship

services in the future. The Narre
Warren church leaders continue
to pray for the situation in Victoria
so that we can soon have the joy
of public worship without the risk
of contamination,
and to
anticipate a future without
uncertainty.
* * * * * * *
St. George
[Report by John McCallum]
The St. George building in
downtown Sydney closed down
late February due to safety
concerns regarding the scaffolding
put in place for steeple repairs.

Services have continued via
electronic means.
Thankfully, they were able to
recently find hired facilities on Pitt
Street, just around the corner from
the church property.
On 31 March, they were able to
join together for their first
Wednesday night meeting at the
facilities. On Sunday, 11 April,
they hope to begin assembling for
afternoon services there, while the
morning services will continue
being broadcast via electronic
means.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Search Work

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE
Intermediate omit questions 4 and 5

JUNIOR

JOSHUA chapter 7:1—12
JOSHUA chapter 22
1. What did the children of Israel gather together to do
when they heard the two and a half tribes had built
an altar?
2. What did Phinehas say when he heard the answer of
the two and a half tribes?
3. Why was the altar called Ed (or Witness)?

1. What happened to the three thousand men who
went up to fight?
chapter 7:16—23
2. What had Achan hidden in the earth under his tent?

chapter 10:1—14
3. What message did the men of Gibeon send to Joshua
chapter 23
when the five kings gathered against them?
4. What were the Israelites to be “very courageous to
4. What happened to the sun and moon on the day the
keep and to do”?
Lord delivered up the Amorites before the children of
5. What could Joshua say of all the good things that the
Israel?
Lord had spoken concerning them?
chapter 24
6. What was the people’s answer when Joshua told
them to choose that day whom they would serve? (3
verses)
7. Why would the stone that Joshua set under the oak
be a witness to them?
8. What did the Israelites do with the bones of Joseph?
The Presbyterian Banner

Find the verse(s) in the Bible that answer the questions,
write/type them out, and send to:
Mrs Irene Steel
PO Box 942, Epping, NSW 1710
or Email: iesteel@gmail.com
A book voucher is awarded at the end of each year
to children who send in the answers.
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The Broader Body

“I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all.” Romans 1:8
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Meaning of Mission, Part 1
Rev. Dennis Muldoon

Author’s Note: In writing about
the meaning of mission this month
and next, I will be interacting with
two books: ‘The Mission of God’
by Chris Wright (published by
Crossway in 2011), and ‘What is
the Mission of the Church’ by
Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert
(published by IVP in 2010).
Many years ago I sent some
money to a Christian humanitarian
organisation, asking that it be used
to buy Bibles for the people they
were helping. I got a reply saying
this was not really their mission (I
don’t think my money was
returned!). I turned to another
Christian fund supporting the poor
in the name of Jesus. But they now
focus on advocacy, and host
conferences on climate change.
Droughts that bring famine and
lead to poverty are now caused by
climate change (a few years ago
they
were
caused
by
deforestation). Their mission is
becoming more about climate
change than spreading the gospel.
So what is mission? Is it about
fulfilling the Great Commission of
Matthew 28:19, or is it something
else? Is the word ‘mission’ out of
date?
Over the last 100 or more years,
we have seen a shift in emphasis
from preaching the gospel to social
action, a shift that parallels the rise
of liberal theology.
Is a new emphasis now
appearing? Some are speaking not
only of caring for the poor, but of
caring for the creation. All this is
being included under ‘mission’, or
The Presbyterian Banner

the adjective ‘missional’.
The old term ‘missionary’ has
had its day. Chris Wright prefers
not to use this term because of its
association with sending, and with
cross cultural communication of
the gospel (p24).
As an Old Testament scholar,
Wright brings an Old Testament
perspective to biblical mission- a
focus on Abraham rather than
Paul. I will be looking at Wright’s
book, ‘the Mission of God’, as well
as a book by DeYoung and Gilbert
called, ‘What is the mission of the
church?’ (but not giving a full
review). Let me begin with some
personal reflections.
Not long after Wright was in
India teaching in a Bible college, I
was there teaching in an
agricultural college. I went to help
the poor improve their farming
practices. This was done under the
auspices of an evangelical mission
organisation, after having done a
short course in a Bible college.
I went with a sense of call, of
being sent to share the gospel of
Jesus Christ. I was soon challenged
about my sharing the faith among
predominantly Hindu people. Did
this mean I was sent simply to be a
faithful college teacher, and be
involved only in the local church?
Meanwhile, I was teaching rural
development to village leaders. I
decided to include a weekly Bible
study in the timetable, and later to
start a Sunday School ministry in
surrounding villages.
Some of my missionary
colleagues were not happy about
this. They thought that this might
8

offend the Hindus and jeopardise
the good social work we were
doing. They saw their mission as
social work. It was someone else’s
task to preach the gospel.
In my lectures I pointed to
Jesus, who went through towns
and villages preaching the gospel
of the kingdom and healing the
sick (Mat 9:35). This became the
model for my ministry- along with
Matthew 28:19.
I was surprised that neither of
the books just mentioned referred
to this text in Matthew 9. The risen
Jesus said to his disciples, ‘As the
Father sent me, I also send
you’ (John 20:21).
This was all some time ago. We
are in a new century now. The
world has changed. The word
‘missionary’ is not only out of
favour with Wright; many
missions no longer use the word.
The word comes from Latin
and simply means ‘one who is
sent’. But it came to be associated
with Western imperialism in
newly self-governing nations. India
had a special category of visa called
‘missionary’. It is still on the books,
not that anyone would ever be
given a missionary visa. Mother
Theresa was probably the last.
But has the biblical mandate for
mission changed?
Despite objections to the word
‘missionary’, many organisations
have taken on the word ‘mission’
with gusto. Every church, school,
business and even milk bar has its
mission statement. How closely
does the mission statement of your
church match that of the Bible?
April 2021
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“I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all.” Romans 1:8
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Care for the Poor
The mission of most churches
and schools includes helping the
poor. What school or church has
not adopted a village or orphanage
in a poor country to help with food
or education?
Every so often a team of young
people go to help dig a well, build a
house or a school, or in the case of
one team, build a bridge. The local
people are very grateful and the
team returns after a couple of
weeks feeling very pleased that
they have been on mission or a
missional trip.
There is nothing wrong with
helping poor people in this way. I
have helped sink many wells and
construct many toilets for poor
people. But is this mission? When
Steve Waugh sets up a school for
poor children in Kolkata, is this
mission?
DeYoung and Gilbert refer to
Bill Gates. If money spent or
numbers of poor helped is the
measure of mission, he must be the
winner. Yet this is the measure of
mission in many Christian
organisations.
The influence of liberal
theology, with its emphasis on
social welfare and social action,
continues. In emptying the Bible of
the supernatural, the virgin birth
and the resurrection, this theology
has a strong focus on this present
earth. Christian mission for such
people is all about better health and
hygiene, better food and quality of
life. This is the only hope that is
given to the poor.
Not only liberal churches take
this view. Many evangelicals seem
to have this short term, ‘help the
poor’ view.
The Presbyterian Banner

It is of course, much more
acceptable to humanists and other
religions for Christians to be simply
helping the poor, rather than
preaching the gospel. The reality in
many places is that if you want to
go and help the poor, you will not
be able to do so if you say you will
also be preaching the gospel of
Jesus Christ.
Care for Creation
A relatively new focus for
mission has become that of caring
for the creation. Wright writes,
“Those Christians who have
responded to God’s call to serve
him through serving his nonhuman
creatures in ecological projects are
engaged in a specialized form of
mission that has a rightful place
within the broad framework of all
that God’s mission has as its
goal” (p416).
Based on Wright’s new
understanding of mission, it is now
valid for a Christian who is caring
for the environment, or advocating
justice for the nonhuman creature,
to be considered on a Christian
mission. With this focus, he can
share a mission platform with the
director of the WWF, and no
doubt Bill Gates, if given the
opportunity.
I learned a lot from Wright as he
outlined the teaching of the Old
Testament, about Abraham and
the prophets. He brought out the
focus on mission found in the Old
Testament.
But he tips the balance too far
with his emphasis on Abraham as a
missionary. He speaks of God’s
promise to Abraham, of making
him a blessing to all the nations
(Gen 12:4), in terms of Abraham’s
life and that of his descendants in
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this world. He calls this verse a
pivotal text. “The word blessing
links it with the creation narratives
that precede it. The work of
redemptive and restorative blessing
will take place within and for the
created order, not in some other
heavenly, mythological realm
beyond it” (p212).
Wright speaks of the church
being under “the authority of
Abraham’s mission”. He writes of
the Great Commission given by
Jesus that it could be seen as a
‘Christological mutation’ of the
original Abrahamic commission“Go …and be a blessing… and all
nations of the earth will be blessed
through you’’ (p213).
I prefer to see Jesus as the
fulfilment of the promise given to
Abraham, and not a ‘mutation’, as
if the commission given by Jesus to
his disciples was somehow ‘new’.
Jesus did say that ‘this cup is the
new covenant in my blood’.
Certainly, the faith of Abraham is
exemplary. But his being a blessing
to the nations must surely be seen
in his descendant Jesus Christ, the
Son of God. Besides, Abraham
looked to a better country, that is,
a heavenly country (Heb 11:16).
Wright does confess, “with Paul
that it is of the essence of the
Biblical gospel first announced to
Abraham (Gal 3:8) that God has
indeed made such blessings for all
nations available through the
Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, the
seed of Abraham” (p221). Yet he
wants to see this blessing in earthly
rather than heavenly terms. (To be
continued.)
Rev. Dr. Dennis K Muldoon is pastor of
the Mt. Druitt PCEA.
April 2021
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“Let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ.” Philippians 1:27
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The Call to Serve
Tessa Keast

Matthew 5:14-16 says; “You are
the light of the world. A city on a
hill cannot be hidden. Neither do
people light a lamp and put it
under a bowl. Instead, they put it
on its stand, and it gives light to
everyone in the house. In the
same way, let your light shine
before men, that they may see
your good deeds and praise your
Father in heaven.”
Over the last year or so, this is a
passage I have memorised and
focused on applying. As I have
become more involved with the
work that the Australian Christian
Lobby is doing, it is a passage I
share often while working with
other volunteers and others whom
I hope to convince to volunteer.
I started following the ACL a
couple years ago and began
volunteering last year. My first day
-of-action took a friend and I down
to Launceston to drop prolife
flyers. I loved it. We were helping
with something that could
potentially save lives, and, by
God’s grace, change hearts. So as
the only volunteers from the
North-West of Tassie, I took an
extra thousand back to drop
around our home region.
Since then, my involvement has
increased and changed. I have
participated in phone campaigns,
petitions, helped coordinate
volunteers for a flyer drop in the
North-West as part of the
campaign against euthanasia, as
well as having hosted an
information evening and a
documentary screening to raise
awareness of the issue.
This year, it is anticipated that
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Tasmania will follow Victoria’s
lead and bring in what they call
“conversion therapy” laws - laws
that criminalise praying for people
who struggle with homosexuality
or trans-genderism, even if they
request it. So I am sure that it will
be another busy year trying to
raise awareness of what they are
actually proposing, both in the
church community and also the
wider community. We will be
trying to motivate people to action
against these dangerous laws that
could see children removed from
their parent’s care, and the parents
imprisoned if they do anything
other than affirm their transgender ideas.
In all of this work, I have been
met with challenges from
opponents,
as
well
as
encouragement from the Christian
community
and,
most
surprisingly, the opportunity to be
a witness for the Lord Jesus.
In the past, I have generally
been the kind of person who
assumed someone else would deal
with it. But as I have gotten
involved and spoken with more
people, I find that this is actually
the dominant view, to the point
where almost no one is doing
anything.
Consequently, the
government has been able to ram
through laws largely unopposed
that allow the murder of children
if they are inconvenient, and the
elderly/sick when families are
tired of caring for them.
Now we are at a point where
the government is so confident no
one will oppose them, that they
are not only playing god with
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people’s lives, but forcing
themselves into our homes and
telling us what we can and can’t
teach our children.
This is the opposition we are
challenged with, the world we are
called to be lights in.
Facing these issues has also
introduced
me
to
many
encouraging people. There are
those I already knew who jumped
at the opportunity to help, who
had just been waiting for the
chance. Especially a lot of older
people who physically couldn’t
help, but still wished they could.
Surrounding yourself with those
who aren’t scared to put their faith
into action, their attitude is
contagious and uplifting.
I have never been very good at
evangelising or explaining why we
believe what we do. But when I
took up the call to serve in this
way with ACL, I found myself
thrown into witnessing for Christ
as well. For example, while
dropping flyers in letterboxes
during the euthanasia campaign, I
met a lot of people in their yards. I
never used to be able walk up to
strangers, casually bring up death
in conversation, and then talk to
them about the life found in Christ
Jesus, and pray with them.
It’s
an opportunity
we
shouldn’t waste. Rather, as we
grow in knowledge of God,
growing in love and thankfulness
for all He has done for us, we
should be all the more eager to
serve wherever He calls us and in
all aspects of our lives.
Tessa Keast is a member of the Ulverstone
PCEA in Tasmania.
April 2021

April Prayer Points

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Thursday, 1st: Pray for those
preparing for next month’s synod
meeting.
Friday, 2nd: Pray for the PCEA
Youth Camp as it begins today in
MacLean.
Saturday, 3rd: Pray that our services
tomorrow may encourage God’s
people to rejoice in the glory of God
manifested in Christ.
Sunday, 4th: Pray for today’s
Northern Rivers services, as the
youth camp attendees worship
together with the congregation
there.
Monday, 5th: Give thanks for the
Knox congregation in Melbourne.
Tuesday, 6th: Pray for Rowland
Ward serving as Knox interim
moderator, and for the Knox elders
John Louden and Chris White.

Tuesday, 13th: Pray for the Mt.
Druitt office-bearers: for Rev Dennis
Muldoon; for elders Alec Neil, and
Tom Reeve; and for deacon Allan
Stewart.
Wednesday, 14th: Pray for Miriam’s
work with the Taleem Centre in
India.
Thursday, 15th: Give thanks that the
St. George congregation could find
facilities to meet in for their
Wednesday night meetings and their
Sunday afternoon worship services
(see page 7).
Friday, 16th: Pray that the extension
work to be done on the All Nations
building may prove to be a blessing
to the congregation (see page 6).

Friday, 9th: Pray for those in our
congregations who were affected by
the heavy rains and floods last
month (see page 6).
Saturday, 10th: Pray that we in our
churches may have a biblical
understanding of what it means to
be ‘missional’ (see pages 8-9).
Sunday, 11th: Give thanks for the
preaching of the Word and the
administration of the sacraments in
our congregations.
Monday, 12th: Give thanks for the
Mt. Druitt congregation in Sydney.
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Thursday, 22nd: Pray for the work
of the Australian Christian Lobby,
and for the work of members in our
churches, such as Tessa Keast in
Ulverstone, who volunteer for ACL
(see page 10).
Friday, 23rd: Give thanks for the
completed extension and renovation
work done on the Hunter
congregation’s Raymond Terrace
Hall (see page 6).
Saturday, 24th: Pray that the
members in our congregations will
seek to live lives of thankfulness
consistent with the pattern of life
laid out for us in the Ten
Commandments (see page 3).
Sunday, 25th: Pray that the Word
preached tomorrow may encourage
the worshippers to rest in Christ,
and in him only.

Wednesday, 7th: Pray for the work
of Australian Indigenous Ministries.
Thursday, 8th: Pray for churches in
the ICRC with us, including the
Christian Reformed Churches in
The Netherlands, the Reformed
Churches in the Netherlands (Lib.),
and the Reformed Churches of
Spain.

Wednesday, 21st: Pray for the work
of Mukti in India.

Monday, 26th: Give thanks for the
Hunter congregation in Newcastle.

Saturday, 17th: Give thanks for the
many years of service provided by
the
older
elders
in
our
denomination, including Alex Neil
in Mt. Druitt (see pages 4-5).
Sunday, 18th: Pray that God may
work in the hearts of our ministers
preaching today, that they may have
a sense of their own need to humble
themselves under the Word.
Monday, 19th: Give thanks for the
St Georges congregation in Sydney.
Tuesday, 20th: Pray for the St.
George office-bearers: for Rev John
McCallum; for elders Donald Kerr,
Donald McIntosh, and Alex Steel;
and for deacons Chris Oakley, Ken
Shaw, and Allan Steel.
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Tuesday, 27th: Pray for the Hunter
office-bearers: for Rev Robin Tso;
for elder Ian Miller; and for deacons
Richard Alley, David Barnes, John
Fluit, Ken George & Ian King.
Wednesday, 28th: Pray for the
Hunter congregation as they make
final preparations for hosting synod
next week.

Thursday, 29th: Pray for churches in
the ICRC with us, including the
Reformed Churches of Brazil, the
Independent Reformed church of
Korea, and the Presbyterian Church
in Korea (Koshin).
Friday, 30th: Pray for the synod
delegates and guests preparing to
travel to Newcastle next week.
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