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A few comments about the
Presbyterian Banner in 2021:
• Thanks go out to the Banner
liaisons
from
the
various
congregations. My vision for the
magazine is that it be a refuge from
the world and an encouragement
to the PCEA, as we pray for one another and give
thanks to God for His work in our lives and in our
congregations. I simply couldn’t do this without
the assistance of the liaisons, and I look forward to
continuing to work together with them in 2021.
If you feel you might be able to put together a one
page article (550-600 words) that fits in with the
vision for this magazine, on a subject of interest to
you, just let me know. It would be great to receive
material from young adults, but writers can be
younger or older or anywhere in-between. If you
are from outside the PCEA, I would welcome
contributions for “The Broader Body” section.
I hope to continue having most of the issues focus
somewhat on specific congregations, continuing to
work through them in geographical order. This
month’s issue is a break from this, but, Lord
willing, we’ll get right back into it, with the March
issue focussing on St. George, April focussing on
West Sydney, and then onto the Southern
Presbytery.
Jim Klazinga
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Bible Meditation

“And take... the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” Ephesians 6:17
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What is the Book of Isaiah Primarily About?
by Paul Seiler

The following is an excerpt
from the notes provided by Rev
Paul Seiler, a retired PCQ pastor,
in connection with his talks given
at last year’s Brisbane church
camp. For a copy of these notes,
email: jdklaz@gmail.com.
What is the book of Isaiah
primarily about? The answer to
that question lies the meaning of
his name, which means “the
LORD is salvation.” The book of
Isaiah is essentially about God’s
great plan of salvation from sin.
At its deepest level the book of
Isaiah is about the Lord Jesus. In
the fourth chapter of Luke we
read that the Lord Jesus went into
the synagogue in Nazareth on the
Sabbath day as was His custom.
On that occasion He was handed a
scroll by the attendant and He
stood up to read the Scriptures,
from Isaiah 61:1-2.
NIV Luke 4:18-19 The Spirit of
the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good
news to the poor. He has sent me
to proclaim freedom for the
prisoners and recovery of sight
for the blind, to set the oppressed
free, to proclaim the year of the
Lord’s favor.

The Lord Jesus declared to
those assembled in the synagogue,
“Today this Scripture is fulfilled in
your hearing” (Lk. 4:21). Jesus not
only claimed to fulfil Isaiah 61,
rather He claimed to fulfil the
central message of the whole of
the O.T. Consider, for example,
what Jesus said to the Jewish
religious leaders,
NIV John 5:39 You study the
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• He will be equal with God, for He

•

Scriptures diligently because you
think that in them you have
eternal life. These are the very
Scriptures that testify about me…

The Lord Jesus opened up the
Scriptures to the two disciples on
the Emmaus road and explained
how they pointed to Him,
NIV Luke 24:27 And beginning
with Moses and all the Prophets,
he explained to them what was
said in all the Scriptures
concerning himself.

According to the Lord Jesus the
central message of the O.T was
about Him. This is most certainly
true of the book of Isaiah. This
book was more on the lips of Jesus
and His disciples than any other
prophet of the Old Testament.
Apart from the book of Psalms
Isaiah is the most quoted book in
the N.T. Clearly the writers of the
N.T understood Jesus of Nazareth
to be the fulfilment of Isaiah’s
prophecy. Isaiah spells out a great
deal about
the
character,
circumstances and nature of
David’s greater descendant.
• He would be born of a virgin and

His name would be Immanuel,
meaning God with us (Isa. 7:14;
Matt. 1:23).
• He would conduct a large part of
His ministry in Galilee of the
Gentiles (Isa. 9:1)
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is given names that indicate His
deity. Isaiah prophesied that His
name would be - WonderfulCounsellor; Mighty God; Eternal
Father; and Prince of Peace (Isa.
9:6; see also 52:13 which speaks of
His deity).
He will reign on the throne of
David forever (Isa. 9:7).
He will be filled with God’s Spirit
and will judge righteously,
executing justice for the oppressed
and will bring judgment upon the
wicked (Isa. 11:1-9; 42:1-4).
He will draw Gentiles to Himself
(Isa. 11:10)
He will collect the scattered
people of Judah from the four
corners of the world and bring
them back to their homeland (Isa.
11:12).
He will make a highway for the
faithful remnant of His people (Isa.
11:16; 49:11).
He would be a covenant for His
own people and a light to the
Gentiles to open blind eyes and set
the prisoners free (Isa. 42:7)
He will be sinless (Isa. 7:15; 42:6;
50:5,8)
He would speak God’s word, such
that the word of His mouth would
be like a sharp sword (Isa. 49:2;
50:4)
He would bring the Jews back to
the LORD (49:5)
He would be rejected of men (Isa.
50:6; 53:3).
He would be the Lord’s Suffering
Servant who atones for the sins of
His people (Isa. 52:13-53:12)

Many have spoken of the book
of Isaiah as the gospel in the O.T.
Isaiah certainly does set forth the
good news of God’s remedy for
sin through the atoning work of
His Servant.
February 2021

Leadership Matters

“Let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves.” Luke 22:26
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

To the Deacons
by Rev. David Kerridge

Author’s note: We can rejoice
in the recent ordination of several
men in various congregations to
the office of Deacon in our
denomination. I am sure they
understand the importance of their
calling. As an encouragement to
them, and as a review and a
reminder to all of us of the
importance of the diaconate, I
would like to offer this article.
The office of Deacon has its
beginning in the need for help in
the church. Acts 6 is the “go-to”
passage when we want to talk
about Deacons and who they are
to be. There we read about how
the need for Deacons arose from a
lack of manpower to serve the
rapidly expanding church.
The apostles were taken up
with the spiritual work of prayer
and the ministry of the word.
They did not want to be sidetracked from the proclamation of
the Gospel by the daily running of
the Jerusalem congregation (Acts
6:2-5).
It’s not that the apostles lacked
compassion, or were shirking a
task. There were just too many
people. The Jerusalem congregation, following the outpouring
of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost in
Acts 2 (3,000 converts), and again
in Acts 4:4 (5,000), numbered in
the tens of thousands.
When the apostles had followed
the Lord during His earthly
ministry, they had a common
purse and distributed from it to the
poor. They had complained to
Jesus about the waste of costly
The Presbyterian Banner

perfume anointing the Lord’s body
when it could have been gathered
and given to those in need (Matt.
26:8; John 12:4), and even on the
night of the Lord’s betrayal, they
thought that Judas was going out
to distribute something to the poor
(John 13:29).
In the early days of the
Jerusalem church, the apostles
maintained primary responsibility
for distributing monies to the
people (Acts 4:34-36). This became
too great a burden. Then, when a
dispute arose between the
Hebrews and Hellenists over
unequal shares – and the buck
literally stopped with the twelve –
the apostles chose men to be
Deacons.1
Thus, the primary role of
Deacons understood from Acts 6
was established. They would look
after the administration of the
“daily distribution” to the widows,
and “serving tables”.
The men appointed to carry out
this “business” (Acts 6:3 NKJV;
“responsibility” NIV) were chosen
according to gifts that would
assure the church that the task was
in the right hands and needs were
met fairly and equitably.
Many points can be made from
this foundational passage on the
office of Deacon, including what
the work of the Deacon includes.
We only have space here to look at
one matter: the Diaconate as an
office in the church.
Whilst our Handbook rightly
states (sect. 3:4) that the Deacons’
Court2 is not a court of the church
in terms of spiritual government,
4

the Deacons do have a vital role in
leading the church in temporal
matters.
Too often, I think, we regard
the Deacons as just counting the
offering after church and looking
after the buildings. But the
Diaconate is an ordained office in
the church, and the Deacon is set
apart (the Apostles laid hands on
the seven in Acts 6) to a very
important role.
The Deacon is chosen for his
abilities and God-given gifts of
wisdom, fairness, shrewdness, and
honesty. All these gifts could
belong to any Christian, but they
stand out and are a tested quality
in a Deacon (1 Tim. 3:10).
When the apostles said they
themselves were not to serve
tables, we might take this to mean
a dismissive attitude to temporal
things, when the church must be
about the salvation of souls – a
kind of Mary/Martha distinction.
Instead, as we have already
mentioned, the apostles were
already doing diaconal work
alongside their evangelistic work.
Even Paul, in all his missionary
work, was very eager to collect
funds for the church in Jerusalem
when the brothers and sisters there
were starving. He organised and
carried the collection to them
himself (see 2 Cor. 8-9).
No, the Apostles saw the work
of the Deacon as supporting and
enabling their own labours. The
Apostles actually use the same
word to describe the work of
serving tables (diakoneo) and their
own work of the ministry of the
February 2021
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“Let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the leader as one who serves.” Luke 22:26
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Word (actually
‘service’
diakonia).
The Minister and Elders must
be careful to labour, to minister, to
serve, so that the Word of God
goes forth by the power of the
Holy Spirit to draw people into the
church. But the church also has a
duty to serve, to minister to, to
labour for, those whom God has
drawn to Himself. This is the
Deacon’s ministry of mercy.
Martin Bucer, in writing De
Regno Christi (The Kingdom of
Christ) wanted to set out a form of
church government for England
along Reformed lines. He was
passionate about the parallel lines
of ministering the Word and
Sacrament alongside ministering to
the temporal needs of the church:
“…it is manifest that God has
gravely forbidden his people to
allow anyone among them to
beg, and has established that care
for the poor should be exercised
by certain approved men in the
Church3, that the alms of the
faithful may be distributed to
needy individuals in proportion
to the need of each, all those
undoubtedly pray thoughtlessly,
"Thy kingdom come" (Matt.
6:10), who do not extend every
effort for this method of caring
for the poor to be restored
which the Lord himself
commanded and the Holy Spirit
established in the early Church.”
We must see the office of
Deacon as far more valuable than
perhaps we have in the past. The
apostles saw the worth of this
office and ordained men to it. The
deacons have a vital role to play in
the life of the church, reflecting the
outworking of our life in Christ –
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2The ‘Deacons Court’ as a body where
the willingness to show mercy as
those who have been shown the Deacons (and Elders in the role of Deacon)
met was instituted by the Free Church after
mercy of Christ.
the Disruption in 1843 (Act of Assembly
The benefit of having Deacons, 1844, xv; Assemb., 1846, vii - this body
ordained to their task, labouring in “may be called the Deacons’ Court”.) See R.
the Lord, was evident right from Forbes, Digest of Rules and Procedure in
the Inferior Courts of the Free Church of
the beginning in Acts 6. Following Scotland, Edinburgh, 1869, p. 4.
the division of administration, and
3Bucer defines the role of the Deacon
the help that these seven holy men somewhat differently than our subordinate
gave to the life of the church, there standard, the Second Book of Discipline,
was another burst of growth in the allowing Deacons to assist in administration
of the sacraments, and to help in preserving
Jerusalem church:

“And they chose Stephen, a man
full of faith and the Holy Spirit,
and Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor,
Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas, a
proselyte from Antioch, whom
they set before the apostles; and
when they had prayed, they laid
hands on them. Then the word
of God spread, and the number
of the disciples multiplied greatly
in Jerusalem, and a great many
of the priests were obedient to
the faith.” (Acts 6: 5-7 NKJV).
The Holy Spirit always was, and
is, unstoppably at work in the life
of the church. Yet surely it is plain
that, as part of His working, with
the help of the Deacons, the
church
has
the
freedom,
manpower and orderliness to grow
and expand in its service to Christ.
Let us pray that the recent
ordination of men to the office of
Deacon in our denomination will
greatly serve the cause of Christ in
our midst.
Notes:
1 Even

though the word “Deacon” is not
used to describe the seven men chosen in
Jerusalem, the task that these men now
took on became the model for deacons in
the church. Everyone seemed to know
from Paul’s letters addressed to the saints,
overseers and deacons (Phil 1:1) what a
Deacon was, as did Timothy in his role of
appointing Deacons to churches (1 Tim. 3)
5

and exercising discipline in the church, as
was the case, and still is, with the Episcopal
deacon. However, even as late as the
Scottish First Book of Discipline, deacons
were to “assist in judgement with the
Ministers and elders and may be admitted
to read in assembly, if they be required and
able thereto” (see J.K. Cameron, Ed. The
First Book of Discipline, Edinburgh, 1972,
p.179.
“That this care for the poor might be
better accomplished, the apostles, with the
prior approval of the entire Church and
using prayers and the laying on of hands,
put "seven approved men" in charge of this,
men "of good repute" and "full of the Holy
Spirit and of wisdom" (Acts 6:1-6). Until the
Antichrists [Papists] undermined this
practice, the churches observed it with a
high degree of reverence. The ministers in
this area, whom they inducted into this
office even by a rite of ordination, they
called deacons of the churches. Although
these men were also obliged to be at the
service of the elders and to help in the
preservation and exercise of the discipline
of Christ and the administration of the
sacraments, it was their principal duty to
keep a list of all of Christ's needy in the
churches, to be acquainted with the life and
character of each, and to give to individuals
from the com- mon offerings of the faithful
whatever would suffice for them to live
properly and devoutly.”
Rev.
David
Kerridge
is Pastor
of the
Northern
Rivers
PCEA.
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Church News

“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” 1 Corinthians 12:26
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

* * * * * * *
Brisbane
[Report by Fiona Lenane]
After much uncertainty and
prayer, the Brisbane PCEA camp
was held from the 4th-7th
December at the usual venue of
Camp Drewe, Lennox Head. The
fall- back position of a modified
camp in Brisbane was fortunately
not needed, with the opening of
the camp site four weeks earlier
and the removal of border passes
two days before the camp began.
Rev. Paul Seiler from the
Presbyterian Church of
Australia presented five
studies on Isaiah, giving an
overview of some of the
main themes of the book:
Isaiah’s Ministry and Call,
Comfort, Trust, Hope and
Sin.
38 people were able to
attend, including some from
the Manning and McLean
congregations.
As
well
as
enjoyable times of fellowship at
the beach and camp grounds, the
annual talent show and trivia night
did
not
disappoint.
The
preparation of meals required
some modification, but the
ultimate compliment, “This isn’t
typical camp food,” was well
deserved. Everyone appreciated
the beach weather, and some
enjoyed the night time beach
walks where the stars in the sky
were echoed by bioluminescent
‘stars’ in the water. Interstate
rivalry in French cricket did
however result in a dislocated toe
for a ‘Maroons’ player after a clash
with a Blues opponent.
We are thankful to God that
this camp was able to proceed in
this particularly eventful year and
The Presbyterian Banner

look forward to next year’s camp,
which has been scheduled to start
on Friday 10th December 2021.
* * * * * * *
Hastings
[Report by John Forbes]
It was a beautiful day at Pilot
Beach, Dumbogan, on Saturday
23rd
January
for
our
congregational
picnic.
Ages
ranged from 0 to 93 as young and
old(er) enjoyed time together with
a bbq lunch, games, and optional
swimming in the sea.

* * * * * * *
Hunter
[Report by Ian Miller]
We give thanks for the recent
birth of Charlotte Anne, daughter
of Mrs Amelia O'Dell (nee King)
and Mr Nic O'Dell. All three are
doing well.
We are saddened by the passing
of Mrs Effie Crawley, a long
standing
member
who
worshipped at Barrington. Please
remember in prayer her grieving
family and friends.
Session is presently finalising
arrangements for the Cardiff All
Ages Sunday School, the midweek Bible/Prayer meetings and a
Men's Fellowship. May all such
activities redound to the glory of
God throughout 2021.
6

* * * * * * *
Manning
[Report by Joyce Bennett]
As we enter a new year, we can
reflect on God’s goodness
throughout last year. Even though
we had a few challenges, the
Ladies Missionary Society was able
to meet all our financial
commitments to our sponsor
children, our quarterly payments
to missionaries we support, as well
as the different missionary
agencies that we support. We
thank the Lord for his wonderful
provision for us throughout
the year. We would like to
thank the many people who
helped us with our garage
sales, as well as those who
have donated goods that we
can sell. This year, Lord
willing, we will be holding
garage sales every 2nd
month. We also plan to
have 2 missionary afternoons.
Please pray for Young Lee as he
starts Religious Education in the
primary schools in March, and
pray that they will give him a
room, instead of having him teach
God’s word out in the open,
where there are many distractions.
Another request for prayer is
for David Wilson. During the
Christmas week, his heart decided
it was not happy. David went for
an angiogram which showed he
had 3 blocked arteries, and the
only way to fix them was to do a
triple by-pass. The operation was
on Boxing Day. I am pleased to
report that David is recovering
well, although it will take some
time for his body to completely
heal. Please pray for Heather as
well, that the Lord will continue
to give her strength she needs as
February 2021
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“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” 1 Corinthians 12:26
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

she looks after David.
Jim Cromarty has also been
having a lot of trouble with his
eyes and I am sure he would value
your prayers as well.
* * * * * * *
Knox
[Report by Rowland Ward]
John and Lorraine Louden
celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary on 23 January.
Following the service the next day,
they were presented with a
lovely card designed by Christine
Carter, a long-standing member. It
had been signed by everyone.
Janine White, wife of Chris, our
current Session Clerk, presented
the floral arrangement you can see
in the photo. John was inducted an
elder in 1984 and has served with
quiet dedication, ably supported
by Lorraine.

We resumed the physical
morning service in November,
and we plan to resume a physical
5pm service on 7 February, along
with our other meetings.

Judy Greensill are starting to get
the farm ready for the arrival of
the campers. It is hoped that many
old and new faces will be able to
attend in 2021.
Bible Study has been in recess for
the Christmas holidays and will
resume in February. This is a
valued time for fellowship and
contemplation on the scriptures.
We pray that this time shared
together provides insight and
understanding to those able to
attend.
Health
matters
for
the
congregation are providing both
ups and downs. Jenny Wallace,
daughter of Barbara and the late
Don Wallace, has suffered a stroke
and is now in rehabilitation. Sue
Ramsay is recovering well from
her recent foot operation and is
beginning to enjoy her usual
activities.
Please pray for Jenny’s recovery
and Sue’s continuing good health.
* * * * * * *
Sydney West
[Report by Julie Stewart]
The Sunday School at Mount
Druitt meets before the morning
Worship Service. It starts with an
assembly conducted by the
Superintendent Elder Mr Tom
Reeve. They have been learning
various truths around Bible
Characters from A-Z and the
books of the Bible. Psalms are also
learnt. The scholars then break

* * * * * * *
Northern Rivers
[Report by Beth Sonter]
Preparations are under way for
the annual youth camp to be held
over the Easter weekend. John and
The Presbyterian Banner
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into age groups for graded lessons
prepared over the years by H
Varnes, A Neil and T Reeve,
integrating Biblical truth with
Bible stories and the Catechism.
Our
Minister
revises
the
Catechism during the morning
service of Worship.

* * * * * * *
Annie Soper Christian School
in Moyobamba, Peru
[Report by David MacPherson]
The school year had only just
begun when face to face classes
ground to a halt due to the
pandemic and resultant lockdown.
As a result, the whole school year,
just ended, has been conducted
remotely. The staff and pupils are
to be commended for meeting the
challenge face on and, despite the
many difficulties, getting through
the year. A highlight of the year
was to witness the final year class
of 18 pupils graduating. The name
chosen by the pupils for their
graduating class is ‘Kerygma’; the
Greek word for ‘proclamation’.
Our prayer is that the lives of
these young people be dedicated
to proclaiming in word and deed
the good news concerning Jesus
Christ. Many thanks to our friends
in Australia for your continuing
support for Annie Soper.
February 2021

The Church Triumphant

“Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.” 1 Corinthians 15:20
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

In Memory of Bill and Penny McKinnon
by John Forbes
The Hastings congregation
records with sadness the death of
our elder Bill McKinnon on 7th
December 2020, and also of his
wife Penny McKinnon, who died
just two months earlier on 3rd
October 2020.
Joseph William McKinnon,
known as Bill, was born on 28th
September 1936 and brought up on
the family property at Pine Scrub,
Kindee. His family attended the
PCEA services in Kindee, where
Bill led the singing from the age of
15.
At the age of 19, Bill came to
accept Christ as his Lord and
Saviour after hearing a sermon
preached in Wauchope by Rev. A.
D. McIntosh.
The text was
Ephesians 2:8-9, “By grace you
have been saved, through faith,
and that not of yourselves, it is the
gift of God, not of works lest
anyone should boast.” This was
the passage that Bill asked to be
preached at his funeral.
Bill married Penelope Colwell
in 1959 and they had three
children: Tony, Stuart, and
Leanne. In words read out at the
funeral, Tony described his father
as “a very humble, simple man
who didn’t like a fuss made. He
was a man of grace, a man of
integrity and principal and a man
of faith. He did his best to keep his
good deeds quiet and secret. He
enjoyed fishing, shooting and he
loved just being in the bush,
savouring and appreciating all that
God has created and laid out for us
to enjoy.” He also remembered
his father as practical and hardThe Presbyterian Banner

working, and as a great mentor
and friend to younger men and his
work colleagues. “One of his jobs
was working in the Yarras Mill,
where he was the leading hand in
producing the veneers from the
brush woods from this area that
have been used in the Sydney
Opera House and the High Court
of Australia.”
The family relocated from Long
Flat to Armidale in December 1971
and were foundational members of
the new PCEA congregation there.
The first services began in January
1972. Bill was inducted as an elder
later that year. Close friend and
fellow Armidale PCEA elder, Keith
Dawson, described Bill's labours:
“He was precentor of the Psalm
singing; also Sunday School
Superintendent for many years. If
there were tasks to be done, Bill
was at the forefront. Bill loved
gathering together for worship, he
loved the Bible, he loved singing
8

the Psalms.”
The PCEA
discontinued the work in Armidale
in 2012, but a remnant of the
congregation continues to worship
together as the Armidale Emmaus
Church, of which Keith remains an
elder.
In Armidale, Penny studied at
the University of New England,
graduating with an Honours
degree in geology and a Diploma
of Education. She then pursued a
22-year teaching career.
Retiring to the Wauchope area,
Bill and Penny built a house at
Sancrox and worshipped again in
the Hastings PCEA congregation,
where Bill was inducted as an
elder. Penny continued to serve in
local schools in a voluntary
capacity as a Scripture teacher, for
which she received a Community
Service Award in recognition of
her many years of work.
Rev. John Forbes is the pastor of the
Hastings PCEA.
February 2021

Search Work

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

January 2021
Joshua 4
6. What was to be the answer when their
children in time to come asked about the twelve
stones?
7. What did the Lord do for Joshua in the sight
of all Israel on the day they crossed the Jordan?
8. What were all the people of the earth to know
from Israel’s crossing of Jordan?

SENIOR (12 years old and over)
and INTERMEDIATE (10 & 11 years old)
(Intermediate omit questions 2 and 8)
Joshua 1
1. How would Joshua make his way prosperous
and have good success?
2. When would the Reubenites, Gadites and half
Manasseh be able to return to the land of their
possession? (2 verses)

JUNIOR (under 10 years)

Joshua 2
3. What did Rahab ask the spies to swear to do
for her? (2 verses)
4. What was the report of the two men when
they returned to Joshua?

Joshua 2
1. Into whose house did the two spies enter?
2. Where did she hide the two spies?
3. What did Rahab ask the men to swear to her
by the Lord? (2 verses)
4. What was Rahab to bind in her window when
the children of Israel came into the land?

Joshua 3
5. What happened when the feet of the priests
who bore the ark were dipped in the water of
Jordan? (2 verses)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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JUNIOR
SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE
(Intermediate omit questions 7 and 8)

Joshua 3
1. What were the priests commanded to do when
they came to the brink (edge) of the water of Jericho?
2. What happened when the feet of those who
bore the ark dipped in the water?

Joshua 5
1. What did the Lord say to Joshua after all the
children of Israel had been circumcised?
2. When did the manna cease?
3. Who did the man with the drawn sword reveal
himself to be?

Joshua 4
3. What were the twelve men, one from each tribe,
to take out of Jordan?
4. When did the waters of Jordan return to their
place?

Joshua 6
4. For how many days were the men of war to go
once round the city of Jericho? How many times on
the seventh day? (2 verses)
5. Who only was to be saved from the city of
Jericho?
6. What happened when the people shouted with a
great shout?
7. What would happen to the man who rebuilt the
city of Jericho?
8. Write out the verse in 1 Kings 16 which tells of
the fulfilment of this prophecy.
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Find the verse(s) in the Bible that answer the
questions, write/type them out, and send to:
Mrs Irene Steel
PO Box 942, Epping, NSW 1710
or Email: iesteel@gmail.com
A book voucher is awarded at the end of each year
to children who send in the answers.
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The Broader Body

“I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all” Romans 1:8
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reflections from Peru: Can Anything Good Come out of COVID-19?
Rev. David MacPherson

David MacPherson is a minister
of the Free Church of Scotland
serving as Executive Director of
Operacion San Andres (OSA), a
ministry directed to the poor and
marginalized in Collique, a sprawling collection of shanty towns on
the outskirts of Lima, Peru.
Are you weary of COVID-19? I
am. It’s been devastating in so
many ways and on so many fronts.
So many deaths, so much pain, so
much loss. It seems almost
obscene to ask the question: Can
anything good come out of
COVID-19? As I formulated the
question, my mind was drawn to
the words of Nathanael in John’s
gospel: “Can anything good come
out of Nazareth?” I love Philip’s
answer: “Come and see”.
As we wrestle with the question
of whether anything good can
come out of COVID-19 we can
follow Philip’s lead. Let me invite
you to “Come and see”.
New Discoveries
of God’s faithfulness
It’s been a fraught year, but we
serve a faithful God. Let me share
with you something of Analy’s
experience of God’s faithfulness in
times
of
COVID.
Analy
participates in OSA’s program for
women, Talita Cumi. Her 12-yearold son Anderson is part of our
Educational Enrichment Program.
Analy begins each day echoing the
words of the psalmist: “Lord, you
are my refuge and my strength… I
put my trust in you alone.” Analy
has discovered the Lord to be her
strength in the midst of COVID.
Listen to her own words: “When
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previously had no presence in,
thanks to COVID!

the pandemic hit I lost my job…
soon there was no money for
water, electricity, or food… I felt
like I would faint under the load…
then I began to receive help from
OSA… I prayed to the Lord:
Thank you, Lord, for preparing me
for
the
pandemic.”
The
preparation Analy is thankful to
God for are the skills she learnt in
the OSA pastry classes. I’ll let
Analy take up the story: “To begin
with, I was afraid that because of
the pandemic nobody would buy
my pastries, but with faith and a
smile, and the lovely aroma of the
pastries, I soon had plenty clients.”

New Relationships
with God’s Children in Collique
COVID-19
has
had
a
devastating economic impact on
thousands of families in Collique.
With the help of many OSA
supporters, we have been able to
put in place an emergency relief
project that has focused on food
aid for soup kitchens right across
Collique, especially in the poorest
neighborhoods up on the dusty
hillsides. Quite apart from the
number of folks helped – over 2000
daily meals – this has allowed us to
build precious relationships with
key folks in parts of Collique we
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New Opportunities
to Serve in God’s Name
New relationships lead to new
opportunities. As we look ahead to
2021, there are doors opening that
we could never have imagined.
With God’s help, we look forward
to
grasping
these
new
opportunities for witness and
service for the Luz de Esperanza
congregation and OSA health
programs as we reach out to the
poorest of the poor. Let me close
by sharing with you our first
encounter with one community,
Las Lomas de San Felipe, that
regally looks down on Collique
from the very highest point in
town. We’d heard that the
neighbors there had started a soup
kitchen and so Noe, our soup
kitchen guy, headed up the hill to
investigate. On arrival, he
discovered they were cooking with
the very last of their supplies: a big
pot of soup with rice and a few
scraps of vegetables. Noe
suggested our arrival might be an
answer to their prayers and the
community leader pointed to an
old lady sitting nearby and
explained: “She prays for us.” An
old lady praying to the eternal God
who hears and answers prayer!
The next thing we know, we are
being offered a plot of land to build
a church!
Can anything good come out of
COVID? I hope that as you’ve
read these stories you’ve been able
to “come and see” and judge for
yourself.
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February Prayer Points

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Monday, 1st: Pray for the ministry
of the Manning congregation in
Taree.

Thursday, 11th: Pray for those who
continue to mourn the deaths of Bill
and Penny McKinnon (see page 8).

Tuesday, 2nd: Pray for the Manning
office-bearers: for Rev George Ball;
for elders Clive Alley, Trevor
Leggott, Peter Smith, and David
Wilson; and for deacons Paul
Dyson, Marshall Reid, and Alistair
Weber.

Friday, 12th: Pray for those in our
congregations
currently
experiencing
difficult
health
struggles (see pages 6 and 7).

Wednesday, 3rd: Pray for the work
of Mukti in India.
Thursday, 4th: Pray for churches in
the ICRC with us, including the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of
India, the Reformed Presbyterian
Church North-East India Synod, the
Calvinist Reformed churches in
Indonesia, and the Reformed
Churches N.T.T. in Indonesia.

Saturday, 13th: Pray for the grieving
family and friends of Mrs Effie
Crawley of the Hunter congregation
(see page 6).
Sunday, 14th: Pray that God by His
Spirit may enable the members in
our congregations to receive the
Word with faith and love, lay it in
their hearts, and practice it in their
lives, in response to the Word being
read, sung, and preached today.

Friday, 5th: Give thanks that John
and Lorraine Louden from Knox
could recently celebrate their 50th
wedding anniversary (see page 7).
Saturday, 6th: Pray for the Sunday
school students and teachers in our
congregations.
Sunday, 7th: Pray that the preaching
in our services today will enable
those attending to submit to and
rejoice in the sovereignty of the holy
will of God.
Monday, 8th: Pray for the ministry
of the Hastings congregation in
Wauchope.

Saturday, 20th: Pray for the work of
the deacons in our congregations
(see pages 4 and 5).
Sunday, 21st: Pray that God, by His
Word and Spirit, may enable those
attending our services today to
behold the image of God in Christ.
Monday, 22nd: Pray for the ministry
of the Brisbane congregation.
Tuesday, 23rd: Pray for the Brisbane
office-bearers: for Rev Jim Klazinga;
for elders Stewart Carswell and Wes
Hanna; and for deacons Micah
Klazinga, Keith Schmidt, and
Matthew Schmidt.
Wednesday, 24th: Pray for
Shekinah, as she works toward
beginning her mission work in
Thailand.

Monday, 15th: Pray for the ministry
of the Northern Rivers congregation
in MacLean and Grafton.
Tuesday, 16th: Pray for Northern
Rivers office-bearers: for Rev David
Kerridge; for elders Ross Campbell,
John Greensill, and John McPhee;
and for deacons Gordon Law, Bruce
Campbell, and Ernie Really.

Wednesday, 17th: Pray for the
working
with
Tuesday, 9th: Pray for the Hastings missionaries
office-bearers: for Rev John Forbes; International Mission for Jewish
for elders Doug Hamilton and Glen People.
Hamilton; and for deacon Neil
Thursday, 18th: Pray for Young Lee
McKinnon.
of the Manning congregation as he
Wednesday, 10th: Pray for the starts Religious Education in
Annie Soper Christian School in primary schools in March (see page
6).
Moyobamba, Peru (see page 7).
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Friday, 19th: Pray for the work of
Rev David MacPherson, serving as
Executive Director of Operacion San
Andres in Collique, Peru (see page
10).
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Thursday, 25th: Pray for churches in
the ICRC with us, including the
Africa Evangelical Presbyterian
Church (AEPC), the Sudanese
Reformed Churches (SRC) General
Synod, and the United Reformed
Church in Congo.
Friday, 26th: Pray for the Northern
Presbytery meeting and visitation
scheduled to take place tomorrow in
Brisbane.
Saturday, 27th: Pray for David
Wilson
of
the
Manning
congregation, who underwent a
triple bypass operation last 26
December (see page 6).
Sunday, 28th: Pray that those
attending our services today may be
strengthened and encouraged to
walk as Jesus walked.
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