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From the Editor
After having had to settle for an
abbreviated online meeting of Synod
in 2020, it was good to get together in
person last month in Raymond
Terrace. While never having been a
huge fan of synod meetings in any
denomination, I’ve nevertheless always appreciated
the opportunities for fellowship they afford.
This year’s Synod meeting was no exception. The
chance to establish and renew friendships with fellow
delegates and visitors was a real blessing. It was good
to chat face to face with people normally
communicated with via email or over the phone.
Gratitude to God must be expressed for George
Ball, who did an admirable job in guiding the
meetings pastorally through what could have been
turbulent waters.
Special thanks also go out for Vanessa Tso and the
other women (including my wife), who did a great
job in making sure we were well-provided for with
plenty of good food.
With regard to the Presbyterian Banner, it was
resolved, “Synod continues to endorse the
Presbyterian Banner as the official magazine of the
PCEA, and encourages members and adherents to
read it and contribute material to it.”
The
encouragement expressed for this ministry by many
at synod was greatly appreciated.
Jim Klazinga
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“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” 1 Corinthians 12:26
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Synod 2021 Highlights
Editor’s Note: The following
are just a few of the highlights of
Synod 2021. Quotations, unless
otherwise noted, are taken from
the minutes, with the bracketed
numbers beginning with ‘21’
indicating where the matters
appear in the minutes. More
quotes from the minutes are found
in this issue on pages 6, 7, 10, 11.
“Within the Raymond Terrace
Church building of the Hunter
Congregation, on Tuesday 4th
May 2021, at 4.30pm, the Synod of
Eastern Australia met. The
Moderator Rev Robin Tso took
the chair, and extended a
welcome. Those gathered joined
in praise, singing from Psalm 124
and the Moderator constituted the
meeting leading in prayer.” (21.1)
“The Clerk reported that the
Rev George Ball had been
appointed Moderator-elect. It was
moved and seconded that this
appointment be confirmed. The
motion was carried and Mr Ball
took the chair.” (21.8)
“Synod thanks Rev Trevor
Leggott for his services as Synod
Clerk from the 1st September 2005
for the last 16 years, and
acknowledges his retirement from
that role to be effective on 1st
September 2021.” (21.10.7)
“Synod now appoints Rev
David Kerridge to the position of
Synod Clerk… from the 1st
September 2021.” (21.10.8)
Synod adopted a number of
amendments to the existing Safe
Church Policy and Code of
Conduct.
(21.18)
These
amendments can be found in
Appendices 1 and 2 of the Law and
The Presbyterian Banner

Advisory Alternative Majority
Report 2021 in the Standing
Committee Reports.
Synod met by video with Mr.
Zach Dotson, an American
student for the ministry who
visited with the Ulverstone
congregation in March 2020.
Southern Presbytery has approved
continuing discussions for bringing
Zach and his family to Australia,
possibly to serve as residential
supply with a religious worker
visa.
Synod “resolved to
acknowledge the action taken by
Southern Presbytery.” (21.24)
It was noted in the Youth and
Fellowship Committee report:
“due to the pandemic the
2020/2021
Family
Camp
scheduled to be held at YWAM
Tahlee, NSW... was postponed
and is now proposed to be held 2831 December 2021 or in early
January. It is hoped that the
decision to move to Tahlee and
reduced costs will encourage more
people to attend.
Tahlee is
approximately 30-40 minutes from
Newcastle airport, with direct
flights from Melbourne, Brisbane
and Sydney. Vehicle transport
from the
Hunter-Barrington
congregation will be available.”
“The Synod of the Presbyterian
Church of Eastern Australia
(PCEA) recognises in the Free
Church of Scotland Continuing
(FCC) a church whose doctrines
and contendings are largely similar
to its own.” (21.34) Synod now
has Mutual Eligibility with the
FCC.
Regarding the PCEA website, it
was resolved, “That the Synod
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commend the PCEA website to
delegates and congregations and
they be encouraged to participate
in the life of the church online by
active registration, collaboration
and comment.” (21.46.1)
“Synod gives thanks for the
high level of enthusiasm for
exclusive psalmody among many
in our churches.” (21.49.1)
“Synod instructs the psalmody
committee to discuss whether a
single common psalter is needed
in our denomination, and to make
recommendations on this matter
to Synod 2022.” (21.49.4)
“Tut Yoa shared the difficulty
in providing Psalms for singing in
the Nuer language. It was resolved
that this matter be taken up by
Southern Presbytery to provide
constructive help.” (21.49)
It was resolved that a rather
substantial bequest “received from
the Estate of the late Margaret
Isabel Huckett be applied to
Synod General Funds.” (21.62.1)
“A donation of $10,000 be made
from the Synod General to Annie
Soper
Christian
School,
Moyobamba, Peru.” (21.62.2)
“The Moderator called on the
retiring Treasurer to come
forward and expressed the thanks
of Synod to Alex for his long
service
as
Synod
Treasurer.” (21.68)
“The Clerk reported that the
Hunter congregation had offered
to host the meeting of Synod again
for 2022. It was resolved that
Synod meet for the next ordinary
meeting from 4.30pm on Tuesday
3rd May 2022 to 12.30pm on
Friday 6th May 2022.” (21.67)
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When Conflict Enters the Church
A Summary of the Synod 2021 Incoming Moderator’s Sermon, based on Acts 15:1-21, by George Ball

Paul and Barnabas had just
returned
to
Antioch after
completing their first missionary
journey. They reported everything
the Lord had done through them,
how He had opened the door of
faith to the Gentiles (Acts 14:27).
They saw many converts, including
many Gentiles.
But they also experienced
opposition. For example, Paul was
stoned in Lystra, dragged out of
town, and left for dead.
Soon after they returned to
Antioch, they were tested, in
Calvin’s words, by ‘a domestic
war.’ (15:1) Conflict and tension
entered the church.
Which is worse: being attacked
in the world by unbelievers, or
facing conflict and strife in the
church? Neither is desirable.
But I think it can be proven that
internal strife can do more damage
to the church than persecution.
When there’s conflict in the
church it discourages members, it
drains energy, it diverts from the
real work of the church, and it gives
the world opportunity to criticise.
As we gather for Synod, there is
the potential for a ‘domestic war.’
We need the Lord’s help and
wisdom. We need humility,
tolerance, patience, grace and love.
We need the mind of Christ.
To direct us in our thoughts and
behaviour, I want to look at Acts 15,
to see how the early church tackled
‘a domestic war.’
The Dispute that Arose (vs. 1-2)
Verse 1: Men came down from
Judea, probably from the ‘mother’
church in Jerusalem, to the church
in Antioch and disturbed its peace
and unity by insisting, ‘unless you
are circumcised according to the
custom of Moses, you cannot be
The Presbyterian Banner

saved.’ They also insisted that
Gentile Christians should submit to
the whole jing bang of Jewish rituals
and regulations (v. 5).
What was it that motivated
them? Perhaps it was hearing about
the success of Paul and Barnabas’
first missionary journey (cf. 14:27).
They were alarmed that floods of
uncircumcised Gentile converts
were filling the church. All they had
cherished as sacred for hundreds of
years (such as circumcision, kosher
food, festivals, purity rituals,
culture, etc.) were now threatened.
The constituency and complexion
of the church was fast changing, and
they didn’t like it one bit!
Verse 2a: Luke writes, ‘Paul and
Barnabas had no small dissension
and debate with them.’ In other
words, there was a fierce
disagreement. They were outraged.
Paul and Barnabas recognised
that the heart of the gospel, the
purity of the faith, was at stake. The
dispute struck at the root of how
men and women, whether Jews or
Gentiles, are saved and accepted by
God. They also recognised that the
unity of the church was jeopardised.
Calvin says of these Jewish
believers, ‘They snatched away the
glory of salvation from Christ and
were transferring it to works... They
poured out darkness on the light of
the Gospel… In short it would have
been all over for Christianity in a
short time if Paul had yielded.’
If they had succeeded, the gospel
of grace would have been ‘stuffed.’
Kaput. ‘Dead, buried and cremated.’
A false gospel was being promoted.
It was a Christ ‘plus’ gospel.
Verses 2b-5: The church at
Antioch realised the magnitude of
the problem and sent Paul and
Barnabas to Jerusalem to meet with
4

the apostles and elders to settle the
issue. The result is what we now
call the Council of Jerusalem. The
Council marked an important step
in the organisation, development
and government of the church.
Acts 15 has become a primary
text for Presbyterianism. We see a
basic Presbyterianism in practice.
Admittedly, no Synod or Council
today can claim the presence and
authority of apostles. Nonetheless,
the Council is an expression that a
problem in one part of the church is
a concern for the whole church, and
that ‘two are better than one.’
John Owen observed that the
churches, ‘did of old, and ought still,
to meet... for advice, consultation
and consent.’
The Westminster Confession of
Faith in 31:1 states the purpose of a
Synod: ‘For the better government
and further edification of the church
there ought to be such assemblies as
are commonly called synods or
councils.’ We should keep this in
mind. Synods should be a time of
rich fellowship, encouragement and
edification. This hasn’t always been
our experience!
The Debate that Ensued (vs. 6-18)
Verses 6-7a: There was much
lively debate. What’s new when
church leaders gather! No doubt a
variety of views were expressed.
When all was said and done the
‘leadership’ stood up to speak.
Verses 7b-11: Peter was first. He
reminded the Council that 10 years
earlier, God had sent him to preach
the gospel to the Gentiles in
Cornelius’ house. They were
marvellously converted, and God
gave them the Holy Spirit. (v. 8)
This was a clear indication that God
‘made no distinction between us
and them.’ (v. 9) Therefore, if God
June 2021
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didn’t insist on circumcision,
neither should we, nor should we
‘put God to the test.’ (v. 10) He
concluded by stating, ‘We believe
that we are all saved the same way
by the undeserved grace of the Lord
Jesus.’ (v. 11)
That’s wonderfully just as true
today. We are saved by faith alone,
in Christ alone, and this is the basis
of Christian fellowship. We should
see ourselves, and our brothers in
this light, as sinners saved by grace.
Verse 12a: There was silence!
Surely evidence that ‘the Spirit of
God reigned in that assembly.’
Verse 12b: Barnabas and Paul
spoke briefly. They endorsed Peter’s
statement. ‘They aim at showing
that their ministry among the
Gentiles was approved by
God.’ (Calvin)
By the way, I think Peter’s
speech must have thrilled Paul.
Remember, they had a dispute
earlier in Antioch (recorded in
Galatians 2:11-14). Peter took a
backward step when he withdrew
fellowship from Gentile believers
when the ‘James gang’ arrived from
Jerusalem.
Paul had to rebuke Peter publicly
because he was clearly in the
wrong. How did Peter respond? It’s
never easy to receive a rebuke, even
when it’s deserved. We can be
seething with anger and resentment
and tempted to hold a grudge.
Clearly, Peter had recovered
from his lapse. He had the humility
and the grace to admit he was
wrong. We need to pray for the
kind of humility that will readily
acknowledge our faults and sins
when they’re exposed.
Verses 13-18: James appears to be
the Moderator.
He was considered to be on the
conservative wing of the church.
For that reason, his speech may
have surprised some.
He agreed with Peter and
The Presbyterian Banner

Barnabas and Paul. He appealed to
Scripture by referring to Amos 9:1112 and the prophets. Amos looked
forward to the time when God
would rebuild and restore the tent
of David, which would involve the
ingathering of the Gentiles. That
time, according to James, had now
arrived. (v. 16-17)
The Decision Taken (vs. 19-21)
Verse 19: All agreed there should
be no artificial barriers put in the
way of Gentile believers. God
requires faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ alone for salvation. All who
believe in Christ are part of the
household of faith, the family of
God. All God’s children who have
been reconciled through the
sacrifice of the Saviour, have equal
freedom into the Father’s presence.
If we are brothers, we must live
like
brothers.
We’re
not
competitors or rivals. We all stand
on the same level at the foot of the
Cross. How then can we pray,
‘Lord, I want my will to be done’?
Verse 20: Now that agreement
was reached on the major issue,
James, an essentially practical man,
turned his attention to the nuts and
bolts of fellowship. He knew this
decision was a difficult pill for
Jewish believers to swallow. He
therefore appealed to the Gentile
Christians to show sensitivity and
understanding and avoid anything
that would cause unnecessary
offence to their Jewish brothers. His
proposals were designed to ease
tensions and enable fellowship
around the Lord’s Table.
‘He extracts nothing from them,
which they do not owe to brotherly
concord.’ (Calvin)
‘We may say then that the
Jerusalem Council secured a double
victory - a victory of truth in
confirming the gospel of grace; and
a victory of love in preserving the
fellowship by sensitive concessions
to Jewish scruples.’ (John Stott)
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The Deputation Sent (vs. 22-35)
A formal letter was drafted and
sent with Judas (a Jew) and Silas (a
Gentile) to inform the church at
Antioch of their decision. (v. 22) It
was brief, clear and courteous.
Verses 30-31: The church at
Antioch could have taken umbrage
at
the
recommendations.
They could have said, ‘We’re not
giving up our freedom just for
them. We’re not changing. They
need to change. They just need to
read their Bible and grow up!’
Instead, ‘they rejoiced over its
encouragement.’ (v. 31) We can
hear them say, ‘We know how
difficult it is for you Jews to have
fellowship with us uncircumcised
Gentiles. We will do everything to
avoid causing offence. Though we
have the right to eat whatever we
like, we will gladly give it up for the
sake of Christian fellowship.’
I want to conclude by proposing
two resolutions:
‘This Synod resolves that we are
confirmed in, and committed to, the
doctrines of grace.’ I am grateful to
belong to a church where the
virtues of Christ and the doctrines
of grace are preached every week in
every church.
‘This Synod resolves by God’s
grace to achieve the victory of love
and thus preserve precious
Christian
fellowship,
while
recognising
and
respecting
conscientious differences among
brethren.’
Griffith Thomas advises that
when differences arise in the
church: ‘They should be faced
frankly. They should be discussed
fully. They should be decided
amicably. Decisions should be
accepted heartily.’
And God’s people say, ‘Amen.’
Rev. George Ball is pastor of the Manning
PCEA, and was moderator of the 2021
synod meeting. He will continue in this
post until the next full meeting.
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Synod 2021 Missions Evening
Editor’s note: The following is
an edited version of the minutes
for the Synod 2021 Missions
Evening, held on 5 May.
Samit of the Presbyterian Free
Church of Central India joined in
from India by video. He provided
commentary on a series of slides
which showed the desperate
situation with Covid in India.
Nevertheless, the church is
continuing to provide ministry
through online ministry and
service to the local community and
the provision of groceries.
The PFCCI is engaged in
discipleship programs, mission
outreach, together with a focus on
ministry to women, and church
planting in new regions.
There are mission schools in
two places, and they are running
online classes during the Covid
crisis. They have received
government
support
for
developing an English language
school. They are providing
facilities for a vaccination centre.
Samit asked for prayer support
for the church, church planters,
finances, community service, and
for the poor children losing their
schooling
because
of
the
pandemic.

Mariam, Shekinah, and their
younger brother Zack also joined
in by video conferencing from
The Presbyterian Banner

India. A video was shown about
the circumstances in India and the
work Mariam is engaged in at the
Taleem Centre. She introduced
her brother who shared about the
critically desperate situation with
the Covid virus.
Mariam then shared and
thanked the PCEA for their
ongoing support. She spoke of the
challenges and opportunities of her
ministry and the time taken in
travel to and from the Taleem
Centre. The centre had been
closed until March because of the
virus restrictions. Infection rates
were low in the local villages
because of the isolation. A good
farm is being rented for the
provision of fresh food. She asked
especially for prayer for India.
Shekinah shared short videos
relating to her planned video
ministry, and then spoke about her
delayed plans to go to Thailand. At
the moment, she is looking to
work online from home and learn
Thai. She shared about Project
Video as a means of Bible teaching
and ethnic outreach.
Bob Quinn spoke at the
meeting in person, and shared
about his work as a Pioneers
Missionary seconded to work with
AIM.
Bob
shared
about
Bimbadeen, a property
at
Cootamundra, once a government
girl’s school for Aboriginal
children.
Children were taken from their
families, schooled and trained as
domestics from 1912 to 1972. From
1979 the Aboriginal Christian
Fellowship began to train church
leaders there. A group of Coota
girls wanted to use the property
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for
healing
and
smoking
ceremonies. Bimbadeen offered it
to this group, so they were left
without a property.
They
developed a funding model to
provide money for the college to
empower, educate, equip and
exhort Aboriginal leadership, and
to fund ministry. This was to help
Aboriginal people reach their own
people with the Gospel.

Bob shared some of his personal
family story relating to how
Aboriginal people were treated
years ago and why many had
forsaken their heritage.
Mark and Rahel Landrum spoke
in person about the ministry of
International Mission to Jewish
People
(formerly
Christian
Witness to Israel). They showed a
short personal video presentation
about Gospel ministry to the Jews.
Mark and Rahel spoke of their
personal ministry and the Jewish
view of Jesus.

June 2021

The Broader Body

“I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all.” Romans 1:8
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Visitors from Other Churches at Synod 2021
Editor’s note: Representatives
from other churches brought
greetings at various points
throughout the synod meeting.
The following is an edited
version of the minutes outlining
their talks.
Rev Bruce Bakensto of the
Reformed Presbyterian Church
of North America joined in by
video. He asked for prayer for
the meeting of their upcoming
church Synod. He spoke of their
seminary, and asked for prayer for
those in leadership there. There
are eleven vacancies in the church,
together with a need for teaching
and ruling elders in mission work.
The ministry works in China
are progressing well, with a plan
for a locally founded church. A
mission work is opening up in
Pakistan, and there is a work in
India. A new work is being
founded in Chile.
Bruce asked for prayer for the
church in dealing with the
difficulties of the pandemic. He
spoke of the increasing pressure
that immoral government regulations are having on the church.
Bruce hopes to visit Australia
with his wife next year.
David
Waldron
of
the
Reformed Churches of New
Zealand also spoke over video.
They are members of the ICRC
and recognise this organisation as a
means to meet and share with likeminded churches.
They have 23 congregations,
with
19
ministers,
three
presbyteries and 3,300 members.
Their Synod is to meet from 11th 17th September 2021.
Six men have been ordained in
The Presbyterian Banner

David Lachman and Andy McCracken

the last year. There are six students
for the ministry with another three
men looking to begin studies.
They are looking to develop
their mission focus in Papua New
Guinea and with an interest in
work in Myanmar.
Rev Andy McCracken from the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of
Australia attended synod in person.
He spoke of a desire to revitalise
and evaluate their work in
Victoria.
There is a real need for strong
and skilled labourers who can
develop
relationships
with
unbelievers, a desire to reach the
lost, a willingness to bring people
in, and a desire to bring in young
people, and a need for prayer.
They were wrestling with the
issues of the function of officers as
managers as opposed to deacons.
They recognised the need for work
on their Book of Church
Discipline. They currently have
two students for the ministry.
Rev David Lachman of the
Southern Presbyterian Church also
attended synod in person. David
shared about the difficulties of the
pandemic. He noted the reference
to the churches in Revelation and
that the Lord will enable his people
to overcome these things.
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There is a strong desire to
revitalise
the
work
in
Launceston, coupled with a
desire to see men raised up to
take on the ministry of the
Word.
David shared that he had been
blessed by the time of fellowship
in our midst.
Synod watched a video greeting
from Rev Iver Martin of the Free
Church of Scotland and the
Edinburgh Theological Seminary.
He spoke on the trials of recent
times, but also noted that there are
new opportunities opening up.
They hope to plant 30 churches
by 2030. They are encouraged by
the quality of their students,
believing that God is calling people
into ministry and mission work.
Rev William Macleod joined
synod by video, and brought
greetings from the Free Church of
Scotland (Continuing). He noted
some long term connections with
folk in Australia.
They have 41 ministers, 14 of
whom are retired, and 25
congregations. There is one
congregation in Northern Ireland
and five in North America. There
are mission works in Spain and
Southern France.
A college started in Zambia has
been handed over to local trustees.
There is support for an indigenous
work in Sri Lanka.
They produce the magazine the
Free Church Witness and a young
people’s magazine. There has been
some decline in the church with
the increase in secularism in
Scotland, but the church presses on
optimistically
and
faithfully
looking for the Lord’s blessing.
June 2021
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“Greatness in the Kingdom of God”
A Condensed Version of the Synod 2021 Retiring Moderator’s Sermon, by Robin Tso

At the start of this Synod of
Eastern Australia 2021, we shall
look at Matthew 18:1-5. We
consider these verses under three
thoughts: first, the exultation in
greatness; second, the explanation
of greatness; and third, the
exhortation because of greatness.
Matthew 18:1, "At that time the
disciples came to Jesus, saying,
‘Who then is greatest in the
kingdom of Heaven?’” Yes, this is
what they are concerned about:
who is the greatest?
Not long before, they had been
told the prediction of the Lord's
suffering, death and resurrection.
Though they were grieved and
sorrowful to hear that prediction,
they didn't want to ask the Lord
Jesus more about it. Instead, they
would spend their time, energy, and
focus on the crown, completely
ignoring the cross.
While
the
disciples
acknowledged that the Lord Jesus is
the promised Messiah, the promised
King of the kingdom of God, rather
than beholding his greatness, they
are looking for their own greatness.
They have this earthly, carnal
understanding of the kingdom that
the Lord Jesus is bringing about.
They are so influenced by the
kingdoms of this world.
Perhaps, thinking about the
disciples’ dispute and question, we
may be shaking our heads, able to
point out their folly. My friends,
have we come to see that this is also
our problem?
This quest, this temptation, this
thirst for position, prominence,
people and possession can even be
found among us as office bearers,
ministers and elders.
Do we see what it is creating? It
is creating discord, disunity,
disharmony and dispute.
But that is not it. This question,
The Presbyterian Banner

"Who is the greatest among us?" is
distracting the disciples from their
devotion to the Lord. They are so
busy in trying to exalt themselves,
they are not realising that they are
belittling Christ.
Those high thoughts of ourselves
always result in having small
thoughts of the Saviour!
This is a spiritual disease, and the
Lord Jesus would not leave his
beloved disciples untreated. He
would not allow this spiritual blind
spot to be left unrevealed.
And so, let us look at our second
point, "The Explanation of
Greatness."
Perhaps at this point, the
disciples would be expecting eagerly
for Jesus to give a name. One name
from among the twelve, explaining
also why that person is the greatest,
compared to the rest.
But no, none of that. In fact, the
answer they receive from the Lord
devastates their system of
assessment for greatness. “Then
Jesus called a little child to him, and
set him in the midst of them.”
There is not one single disciple
heading to the podium of greatness,
as it were. Instead, we read of
someone that the Lord Jesus wants
his disciples to learn from.
And it is not some worldrenowned religious scholar from
the temple, not an official from the
Romans. No, it is someone small,
someone who has no possession,
position or prestige.
Children in those days were
considered insignificant. They didn't
have any rights. They were seen as
symbols of weakness and needs.
They were looked down on by
the rabbis and the religious leaders,
who would not talk to them. It was
not worth their while.
Yet the Lord Jesus took one in
and set him amid these disciples. He
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wants them to see that this little
child has come with nothing but his
every need.
This is what the Lord Jesus
wants his disciples to see: childlike
humility and total dependence.
What is needed is not haughtiness,
but humility. Not to show how
great one is or can be, but to go as a
helpless, needy, crying little one,
insignificant and unimportant.
And it is here the Lord Jesus says
to his disciples in verse 3,
"Assuredly, I say to you, unless you
are converted and become as little
children, you will by no means
enter the kingdom of Heaven."
How incredible this is! The
disciples are so busy disputing about
who is the greatest in the kingdom
of God, assuming they would be
given a prominent seat. Yet the
King of the kingdom is addressing
the most fundamental issue. It is as
if the Lord Jesus is saying, "Before
you think about where you sit in
my kingdom, think first about the
entry to the kingdom."
Do we see how heart searching,
heart pricking, the word of Christ
here is? It bursts all those bubbles of
pride, all those bubbles of sinful
presumption.
What is highlighted here, first of
all, is the necessity of humility, the
necessity of conversion.
What about us, those who
profess to be disciples of the Lord
Jesus Christ? How challenging is
this word of Christ! None of your
and my good endeavours, our
church attendance, our prayers,
offerings, can be a substitute for
conversion. Not even being an
office bearer will suffice. For the
Lord says, "unless you are
converted and become as little
children, you will by no means
enter the kingdom of heaven."
If there is that heartbeat of
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Bible Meditation

“And take... the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” Ephesians 6:17
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

conversion and repentance, what
does it look like? How do we know
that a little child is alive? We hear
the needy cries, the constant daily
dependency upon the loving parent,
going to the parent with nothing in
their hands but their neediness.
This is what the gift of childlike
faith produces, by the grace of God:
humility in soul and heart, going to
the Lord with our nothingness.
Bowing before him in dust and
ashes, precisely because in the
gospel we see that God in Christ is
everything we need.
And this is why the Lord Jesus
says in verse 4, "Therefore whoever
humbles himself as this little child is
the greatest in the kingdom of
Heaven."
That is indeed true greatness.
Not the ability to be famous, to
have many skills and talents,
position in this world, or even in
ministry. But the enabling grace to
humble ourselves, to see who we
truly are in the light of God's word,

to see our nothingness, our
littleness. But at the same time,
beholding and embracing Christ as
our all-sufficiency.
Thirdly and lastly, we see the
“exhortation because of greatness.”
In verse 5 we read, "Whoever
receives one little child like this in
my name receives me." How
amazing it is! The Lord Jesus is not
giving us a change of career, that all
should look into childcare. No, he is
speaking of the care and love of
those who are children of God.
We are called to receive those
whom the world despises as weak
and little ones. And in fact, we are
also called to receive brothers and
sisters who are weak in faith. To
not just recognise them, but to
receive them, care for them,
encourage them in the faith.
And it is as if the Lord is saying,
"I would consider it done to me."
Do we see how closely the Lord
Jesus identifies with the little ones
of his? We are not just simply

serving a brother or sister in Christ,
the Lord is saying, but we are
serving him.
Why? Because the Lord loves
them. Because the Lord gave his
life for them, to rescue them from
their sins. From children of wrath to
children of the most high God,
adopted in Christ, recipients of his
gracious salvation.
Does it not encourage us to
serve one another, to encourage
one another, though little and weak
we may be? We have been made
little ones, little ones sealed by the
blood of Christ, little ones
belonging to the Great King of the
kingdom of God.
And may I close with 1 John
3:18, "My little children, let us not
love in word or in tongue, but in
deed and in truth." In that gospel,
childlike humility, to the glory of
our triune God. Amen.
Rev. Robin Tso is pastor of the Hunter
PCEA, and was moderator of synod from
2019-2021.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105
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SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE
Intermediate omit questions 4 and 5

8. What conversation did Gideon overhear between two
Midianite soldiers? (2 verses)

JUDGES Chapter 6
1. To whom did the angel of the Lord appear in Ophrah?
What were the first words the Angel spoke to him? (2
verses)
2. What happened when the angel touched the flesh and
cakes with his staff?
3. What was Gideon commanded to do that night? (2
verses)
4. What was Joash’s answer when asked to bring out his
son that he might die? What was the meaning of
Gideon’s new name? (2 verses)
5. On two successive nights, what happened to the fleece
Gideon put out? (2 separate verses)

JUNIOR
JUDGES Chapter 6:1-32
1. Into whose hands did the Lord deliver Israel for seven
years?
2. What was Gideon doing when the angel of the Lord
appeared to him?
3. What did the angel do to the flesh and the unleavened
cakes?
4. Why did Gideon’s father call him Jerub-baal?
Find the verse(s) in the Bible that answer the questions,
write/type them out, and send to:
Mrs Irene Steel, PO Box 942, Epping, NSW 1710
or email: iesteel@gmail.com

Chapter 7:1-14
6. Why were the men with Gideon too many?
7. By how many eventually did the Lord say he would
deliver the Midianites into Israel’s hand?
The Presbyterian Banner

A book voucher is awarded at the end of each year
to children who send in the answers.
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“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12
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Editor’s note: The following prayer
matters are taken from the Minutes
of Synod 2021, available soon at
pcea.org.au. For the most part, they
are listed here in the order they
were dealt with at synod, with the
bracketed numbers beginning with
‘21’ indicating where the matters
appear in the minutes.
Tuesday, 1st: “The Moderator Rev
Robin Tso took the chair and
extended a welcome. Those
gathered joined in praise, singing
from Psalm 124 and the Moderator
constituted the meeting leading in
prayer” (21.1). Give thanks for
Robin’s faithful service as moderator
since the 2019 synod meeting.

Wednesday, 2nd: “Synod strongly
recommends that Committees meet
at least twice a year, by video
conference if unable to meet in
person” (21.10.13). Pray for the
meetings and work of the various
synodical committees taking place
over the course of the next year.

Thursday, 3rd: Synod adopted a
number of amendments to the Safe
Church Policy and Code of Conduct
(21.18). These amendments will
need to be approved by a majority
of presbyteries. Pray for wisdom for
the presbyteries, and for our
congregations as we continue to
operate under this policy.

Friday, 4th: It was resolved: “That
the Synod continue in prayer for our
Licentiate, Mr Duncan Hickey and
his family” (21.22.1).

encourage church members to
participate in future Family Camps
and Youth Camps” (21.25.4).

Sunday, 6th: “Synod upholds Nic
and Amelia O’Dell in prayer as they
continue in sending birthday
greeting to the children of the
church” (21.25.2). Also, “Synod
thanks Irene Steel for her dedication
to the scripture search work and
acknowledge God’s blessing for her
commitment and encouragement in
continuing this role” (21.25.3).

Monday, 7th: “Members of Synod
commit themselves to continued
prayer for the spiritual development
of the children and youth in our
congregations. We are mindful of
the temptation of the world and sin
that can draw our young people
away from the truth of the gospel
and the faith. Therefore, constant
intercession should be made on
behalf of our young people, so that
they will have the courage to stand
firm in the Lord, to resist worldly
pressure, find their identity in
fellowship with Christ, and
participate joyfully in their local
churches” (21.25.5).

Tuesday, 8th: Samit of the PFCCI
joined the synod Missions Evening
by video conferencing and “asked
for prayer support for the church,
church
planters,
finances,
community service, for the poor
children losing their schooling
because of the pandemic” (21.29).

Wednesday, 9th: Pray for Mariam,

Saturday, 5th: “Synod recognises the who joined the synod Missions
importance of giving special
attention to children and youth in
the Church and commits to
continued prayer for the work of
Sunday-school teachers and youth
leaders as they serve God in our
local congregations” (21.25.1). Also,
“Synod members are asked to
The Presbyterian Banner

Evening by video conferencing and
“spoke of the challenges and
opportunities of her ministry... She
asked especially for prayer for
India” (21.29).
Also, Pray for
Shekinah, who joined the synod
Missions Evening by video
conferencing and “spoke about her
10

delayed plans to go to Thailand. She
is looking to work online from
home and learn Thai at the
moment” (21.29).

Thursday, 10th: Pray for Bob Quinn,
who spoke at the synod Missions
Evening and “shared about his work
as a Pioneers Missionary seconded
to work with AIM” (21.29).

Friday, 11th: Pray for Mark and
Rahel Landrum, who spoke at the
synod Missions evening “about the
ministry of International Mission to
Jewish People (formerly Christian
Witness to Israel)… Mark and Rahel
spoke of their personal ministry and
the Jewish view of Jesus” (21.29).

Saturday, 12th: “Synod gives thanks
to the Lord for the opportunity and
privilege to be involved in the work
of missions at home and abroad,
both in giving, in praying and being
directly involved during this past
year” (21.32.1).

Sunday, 13th: Rev Bruce Bakensto of
the Reformed Presbyterian Church
of North America joined synod by
video conferencing and “asked for
prayer for the meeting of the
upcoming church Synod. He spoke
of the seminary and asked for prayer
for those in leadership there… Bruce
asked for prayer for the church and
the
difficulties
of
the
pandemic” (21.33).

Monday, 14th: Give thanks that
David Waldron could bring
greetings via video conferencing for
the Reformed Churches of New
Zealand. “David brought the
greetings of the church and the
church relations committee” (21.33).

Tuesday, 15th: Give thanks that Rev
Andy McCracken from the
Reformed Presbyterian Church of
Australia could visit synod in
person. “He brought the greetings
of his church. There was a desire to
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revitalise and evaluate the work in
Victoria” (21.38).

Wednesday, 16th: Give thanks that
Rev David Lachman of the Southern
Presbyterian Church could visit
synod in person. “David shared that
he had been blessed by the time of
fellowship in our midst” (21.38).

Thursday, 17th: “Synod prays for the
spiritual well-being of our nation
that men and women will seek the
Lord while He may be found and
call upon Him while He is
near” (21.44.1).

Friday, 18th: “Synod urges members
to pray for the reformation and
revival of the church and nation.
The principle stated in 2 Chron. 7: 14
is still relevant. ‘If my people who
are called by my name humble
themselves and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked
ways, then I will hear from heaven
and will forgive their sin and heal
their land’” (21.44.2).

Saturday, 19th: “Synod affirms the
Bible’s teaching that every human
being is made in the image of God
(Gen. 9:6); that everyone is
descended from Adam and Eve (Acts
17:26 and Romans 5:12); that
everyone irrespective of the colour
of skin is deserving of honour and
should be treated with dignity and
respect” (21.44.3). Pray that our
congregations may be communities
where everyone is treated with
dignity and respect.

Sunday, 20th: “Synod regrets the
passing in Victoria of the ‘Change or
Suppression (Conversion) Practices
Prohibition Bill 2020’. Synod
recognises that the passing of this
Bill will have significant effects on
religious freedom” (21.44.4). Pray
that God will give us strength to
hold on to biblical truth, even in the
face of laws hostile to that truth.
The Presbyterian Banner

Also, “Synod affirms that the Bible is
a book about transformation, about
how God can set people free and
make them into new persons with
new desires (2 Cor. 5:17). Synod
recognises that because Christians
are often at the forefront of offering
help in this area they should
therefore be prepared to suffer for
their faith (1 Peter 2: 2021)” (21.44.4). Pray that our
congregations may be refuges for
transformation.

Monday, 21st: “Synod records its
sorrow at the eagerness of States to
legalise euthanasia. Synod affirms
that God’s Word commands us not
to take our own lives, or the life of
another human being, as we are
made in the image of God (Exodus
20:13, Genesis 9:6)” (21.44.5). Pray
that more people, including those
serving in government, may humble
themselves before the Lord of life
and submit to his truth.

Tuesday, 22nd: “Synod awaits with
some apprehension the release of the
Religious Discrimination Bill. Synod
reminds rulers of their responsibility,
‘to punish those who do evil and to
praise those who do good’ (1 Peter
2:14)” (21.44.6). Pray for wisdom for
elected leaders.

Wednesday, 23rd: “Synod records its
thanks to the editor of the
Presbyterian Banner… and resolves
to pray for him in his ongoing work
and for the witness of the
magazine” (21.44.7). Also, “Synod
continues
to
endorse
the
Presbyterian Banner as the official
magazine of the PCEA, and
encourages members and adherents
to read it and contribute material to
it” (21.45.1). Pray that the
Presbyterian Banner may be Godglorifying and edifying.

Thursday, 24th: “Synod records its
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thanks to Rev. David Kerridge for his
oversight of the website during
another year” (21.44.8). Pray that the
website may prove helpful for our
denomination’s proclamation of the
gospel.

Friday, 25th: Give thanks that Rev
William Macleod of the Free Church
of Scotland (Continuing) could join
synod via video conferencing. “Mr
Macleod brought the greeting of the
FCC and noted some long-term
connections
with
folk
in
Australia” (21.48).

Saturday, 26th: “Synod gives thanks
for the high level of enthusiasm for
exclusive psalmody among many in
our churches” (21.49.1).

Sunday, 27th: “We record our thanks
to God for temporal blessings
granted especially during the time of
global Pandemic restrictions during
2020” (21.54.1).

Monday, 28th: “The Moderator
called on the retiring Treasurer to
come forward and expressed the
thanks of Synod to Alex for his long
service as Synod Treasurer” (21.68).
Give thanks for the faithful service of
Alex Steel as Treasurer. Pray for
John Audet as he takes up this role.

Tuesday, 29th: “The Moderator
called on the retiring Clerk to come
forward and expressed the thanks of
Synod to Trevor for his service as
Synod Clerk” (21.68). Give thanks
for the faithful service of Trevor
Leggott as Synod Clerk. Pray for
David Kerridge as he takes up this
role on 1 September.

Wednesday, 30th: “The Moderator
was thanked for his leading of the
meetings and for his devotional
messages” (21.68). Give thanks for
the leadership demonstrated by
George Ball at synod. Pray for him
as he serves as moderator until the
next meeting of synod.
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