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From the Editor
One surprising benefit of being
editor of a church magazine is
finding in my mail unsolicited
complimentary books.
So far,
Banner of Truth has sent me four of
their recently published volumes.
Tell a minister about free books,
and his eyes light up. Making this
benefit public might even lead to an avalanche of
usurpers hopeful to take over this role.
One of these books has already made its way into
the life of our congregation. Our Men’s Discussion
Group has decided to discuss Sinclair Ferguson’s
latest work, “Devoted to God’s Church: Core Values
for Christian Fellowship.”
I appreciate very much the approach Ferguson
takes. The book is not “full of ideas about how your
church ought to change or what it needs to do in
order to be successful.” Rather, he seeks to “unfold
some basic principles that are applicable to every
Christian and to any congregation.”
Ferguson maintains, “There are core values in the
New Testament for any size of church, in any part of
the world, at any time.”
This approach helps put our focus, not on our
feeble efforts to try to make ourselves the church, but
on God’s purposes for us, on how He, in His mercy,
has fashioned us to be His people.
Jim Klazinga
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Recommended Reading

“Stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught by us.” 2 Thessalonians 2:15
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Horatius Bonar’s “God’s Way of Peace”
Recommended by Rev. John McCallum

The following is from the
preface for “God’s Way of Peace:
A Book for the Anxious,” which
can be read online.
There seem to be many, in our
day, who are seeking God. Yet
they appear to be but "feeling after
him in order to find him," as if he
were either a distant or an
"unknown God." They forget that
"he is NOT FAR from every one
of us," (Acts xvii. 27); for "in him
we live, and move, and have our
being."
To know that He is not far; that
he has come down; that he has
come nigh; this is the "beginning
of the gospel." It gives direct
denial to the vain thoughts of
those who think that they must
bring Him nigh they by their
prayers and devout performances.
He has shewn himself to us, that
we may know him, and in
knowing him find the life of our
souls.
With some, who name the
name of Christ, religion is a very
unfinished thing. It is by no means
satisfactory either to the man
himself, or to the onlookers.
There is much awanting. The man
is anxious and earnest, but if he
has not "peace with God," he has
not what God calls "religion."
Acceptance with God lies at the
foundation of all religion; for there
must be an accepted worshipper,
before there can be acceptable
worship. Religion is with many
merely the means of averting
God's displeasure, and securing his
favor. It is often irksome, but they
do not feel easy in neglecting it;
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and they hope that by it they will
obtain forgiveness before they die.
This, however, is the inversion
of God's order, and is in reality the
worship of an unknown God. It
terminates in forgiveness; whereas
as God's religion begins with it. All
false religions, though outwardly
differing very widely, are made up
of earnest efforts to secure for the
religionist the divine favour now,
and eternal life at last. The one
true religion is seen in the holy life
of those who, having found for
themselves
forgiveness
and
favour, in believing the the record
which God has given of his Son,
are walking with him from day to
day, in the calm but sure
consciousness of being entirely
accepted, and working for him
with the happy earnestness of
those whose reward is his constant
smile of love; who having been
much forgiven, love much, and
shew forth, by daily sacrifice and
service, how much they feel
themselves debtors to a redeeming
God, debtors to his Church, and
debtors to the world in which they
live. (Rom. i. 14.)
But if this be true religion, how
much is there of the false?
It is not good that men should
be all their life seeking God, and
never finding him; that they
should be ever learning, and never
able to come to the knowledge of
the truth. It is not good to be
always doubting; and, when
challenged, to make the untrue
excuse that they are only doubting
themselves, not God; that they are
only dissatisfied with their own
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faith, but not with its glorious
object. It is not good to believe in
our own faith, still less in our own
doubts, which some seem to do,
making the best doubter to be the
best believer; as if it were the gold
of the cup, not the living water
which it contains, that was to
quench our thirst; and as if it were
unlawful to take that precious
water from a poor earthen vessel,
such as our imperfect faith must
ever be. Ah, in this momentous
thing, surely it is with the water
and not with the vessel that the
thirsty soul has to do? What
matters it though the vessel be one
of skin, or earthenware,--nay,
though it be but "a skerd to take
up water from the pit," (Isa. xxx.
14). It is not the quality of the
vessel, but the quality of the
water, that the thirsty soul thinks
of; and he, whose pride will not
allow him to drink out of a soiled
and broken pitcher, must die of
thirst. So he who puts away the
sure reconciliation of the cross,
because--of an imperfect faith,
must die the death. He who says,
"I believe the right thing, but I
don't believe it in the right way,
and therefore I can't have peace;"
is the man whose pride is such,
that he is determined not to
quench his thirst save out of a cup
of gold.
Horatius Bonar
(1808-1889) was
a
Scottish
churchman and
poet.
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Getting to Know Each Other

“I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:3
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From Sharing Files to Sharing Life
An interview with Paul and Roxanne Fry
Paul & Roxanne are members
Eventually he found the RP
Having visited a number of
of St. George. They were inter- church in Ottawa. This was when different churches in Canada, I
viewed by the editor. Pictures of I was around 7 or 8. My earliest never really found anything like
them are on the covers.
memories of being taught about the PCEA. The churches we were
Jim: Paul, we’ll start with you,
since you’re from Canada, and that
makes you an interesting person.
Tell us about growing up in the
Great White North.
Paul: Well, my most vivid
memories are of shovelling the
driveway, and walking to school in
-50°C, which did happen to me.
Canada always has that special
place in my heart. It will always
feel like home. Growing up there,
in terms of society, culture, being a
Christian, it’s more or less the
same as here. It’s hard to compare,
though, because Canada was not
the same society then as it is now.
Things have changed so much,
sometimes going back I don’t
recognize it. I wouldn’t have
wanted to grow up anywhere else,
put it that way.
Jim: You grew up in a
Reformed
Presbyterian
congregation?
Paul: Well, my parents are
divorced. My dad had grown up
knowing Christianity, but he
would say he wasn’t a Christian
then. Right at the time he was
going through the divorce, he was
having a shower, and this strong
thought entered his mind, “You’ve
got to go to church today.”
The very first church we went
to, I think it was a Methodist
church or something. All I can
remember is holding these little
candles. I don’t really remember
anything about the preaching. My
dad said, “It just wasn’t fulfilling.”
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the Lord and Christianity are from
that RP church. My dad is a
deacon in that church now.
Jim: You would say you came
to faith in the Reformed
Presbyterian church?
Paul: I’ve been asked that
before. It’s a hard thing to put
down. It just was always a part of
my life. I can’t really pick a
moment when it became more
real than it was the minute before.
Jim: You developed Reformed
convictions there?
Paul: Yeah, I did, but I’ve also
learned a lot since then. I found
the RPCs were a lot more
exclusive. If the session didn’t
deem you good enough, then you
couldn’t have the Lord’s Supper. I
remember visiting a congregation,
and the first thing they asked me
was, “Are you a member of an RP
church, and are you in good
standing?” That doesn’t seem right
to me anymore.
As John
McCallum says, “It’s the Lord’s
table, not the PCEA’s table.”
But we learned the catechisms,
and we were Psalm singing, and all
those things were foundational for
me, and I totally agree with them.
I like to study theology and history
and understand why we believe
and do the things we do, and I’ve
never found anything I liked better
or seemed right. If anything, being
part of the PCEA was what really
confirmed that, yeah, all those
little things that bothered me have
been cleared up now.
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associated with in Ottawa, they all
have their little peculiarities that
they stick to, what you do, what
can be approved. I never found
one that had, I guess, proper
Christian liberty.
Jim: What did you study for,
and what sort of work do you do?
Paul: I took International
Business at university, and I’m
now the operations manager at an
import wholesale company. We
do scientific gases and equipment.
We work with the mining
industry. We also do oil and gas,
fire and emergency services,
transportation, and shipping. It’s
one of those things that’s in many
industries. It’s taken me all around
Australia and Southeast Asia.
Jim: What brought you to
Australia?
Paul: I had already met
Roxanne. We were friends online.
We met on a music filesharing
program.
Roxanne: It was 2001. We were
both in high school.
Paul’s
username was ‘Roksan.’ I sent
him a message, because I saw my
name spelled in a different way,
and that’s how we got talking.
Then in 2006, when Paul came, I
met up with him, and he never
went home.
Paul: My university in Canada
had an agreement with the
University of Western Sydney,
where I could do my fourth year
here and get my bachelor’s degree.
So I said, okay, I know someone in
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“I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that was given you in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:3
___________________-_______________________________________________________________________________________

Australia, I’ll go there. That was
the motivation for coming here.
The motivation for not going back
was Roxanne.
Jim: You weren’t in a relationship when you came. Roxanne,
were you expecting anything?
Roxanne: No.
I had a
completely open mind. I had very
strict parents, so I didn’t even tell
them about him until we knew
there was something.
Jim: So, Roxanne, tell us a little
bit about your background.
Roxanne: I was born and raised
in Sydney, with Filipino-born
parents. They migrated from the
Philippines in the 70s. Most
Filipinos are of Roman Catholic
background, but my father was
born a Seventh-day Adventist. My
mother is Roman Catholic, but she
attends church with my father.
I was born into that church and
went to a Seventh-day Adventist
school. I never really had any nonSeventh-day Adventist friends. I
knew nothing else. We sang the
normal Sabbath school songs
growing up, and had our memory
verses. Lots of verses taken out of
context, you can imagine.
At age 17, it was time to be
baptized. They read a list of rules
of things I will and will not do
from now on, things I will refrain
from, such as tobacco and alcohol.
It’s basically a vow I had to make
before I got baptized.
I was at university when I met
Paul. He introduced me to St.
George’s. Because I went to
church on Saturday, I could also
attend Paul’s church on Sunday.
For years, I was attending church
all weekend.
My parents had some concerns,
but they loved Paul, and they
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knew that he was a devout
Christian. Because he loves Jesus,
he was okay in their books. But
they weren’t so sure about me
worshiping on a Sunday.
I grew up basically learning lots
of rules. This was a whole different
world to me.
People in my family were
surprised that I was with a Sunday
worshiper. I started to question
things that I never used to
question.
Paul and Pastor
McCallum helped me find some
literature on the true meaning of
baptism, and why the Lord’s day is
on the first day of the week.
Slowly, over a number of years, I
started to realize that a lot of the
doctrine I grew up with was misinterpreted and taken out of context.
My whole life, I felt like you
needed to do works in order to be
saved. I mean, they do preach the
gospel, but they also teach that
there are certain things you need
to do and not do in order to be
saved. So, my whole way of
thinking has changed. Like I said, it
wasn’t overnight.
Jim: When did you get married?
Roxanne: We already thought
from early on that we were going
to end up married, but my parents
wanted me to finish university. I
was studying dentistry. I finished
in 2009, and then in 2010 we were
married.
And now we are
expecting our first child, a baby
boy, due in August.
Jim:
Oh,
wonderful,
congratulations!
So you, Paul, have come into
Australia, and both of you have
come into the PCEA from the
outside. Any impressions of the
country or the PCEA you would
like to share?
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Paul: I like reading about
history, and the first time walking
into St. George, I thought, “Oh,
this is great, a really old building.”
My first impression was a feeling of
reverence and respect and
orderliness. Since then, I’ve
realized that the building doesn’t
really matter at all. I still like it
though.
The preaching was really good
from the start, and that’s definitely
what made me stay.
Australia generally? I guess
Australia is different now than
when I first came here. It’s a
common trend happening in all the
Western countries.
John was just preaching on
how, even though we might be
discouraged because the church in
Western countries is dwindling,
we can’t even understand how
much the church is growing in
China, in India, in Iran. And it
occurred to me, “Well, maybe
someday we’ll have to move to
China or India, because they will
be more amenable to religion than
Australia.” It just seems like they
don’t want us around anymore.
But you know, the people I meet
and talk to every day, they’re
much more accepting than what
you would think, based on what
you hear in the media.
Jim: One final question:
Roxanne, what do you think it
would be like to have your pastor
as a dental patient?
Roxanne: Oh, I don’t know.
Paul: They seem to have a
special rapport, those two. I feel
that he would be 100% trusting.
He would sit there and not worry
about a thing.
Jim: Thank you for your
willingness to be interviewed.
March 2021
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“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” 1 Corinthians 12:26
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

* * * * * * *
Carrum Downs
[Report by Ian Hall]
On 29th November 2020, the
Carrum Downs congregation
resumed in-person public worship
subject
to
ongoing
state
government restrictions. The
congregation
has
readily
accommodated itself to the
ongoing restrictions and as
restrictions have slowly eased,
people have appreciated the return
to a more normal worship service.
Upon reopening the church for
worship, we added a new second
service at 3pm. This service has
attracted
a
small
regular
attendance and periodic visitors.
We are thankful that attendance at
the services are in line with precovid restriction numbers, and we
have been encouraged by a new
regular attender in our afternoon
service.
As well as adding a second
service on the Lord’s Day, we
have launched a Facebook page
for Carrum Downs and our
services are live streamed to that
page. The page has attracted a
steadily growing number of
followers both here in Australia
and overseas.
On 21st February 2021, a
Sunday school was begun with
two classes. Presently one family is
committed to attending the
school. Efforts are being made to
encourage other families.
Regular outreach goes on week
by week. In January & February
this has mainly taken the form of
letterboxing invitations in the
Carrum Downs area.

* * * * * * *
Hastings
[Report by John Forbes]
The Sunday School had not
met since the lockdown began in
March 2020, so we were glad to
resume again at the start of
February 2021 with 12 children on
the roll. The Sunday School meets
after
the
morning
service, beginning with a psalm
taught by Sonja Hamilton and a
prayer led by Glen Hamilton our
Sunday School superintendent,
who will also test the children on
their memory work when they're
ready. Afterwards they break into
two classes. It was a delight to be
able to appoint a new teacher,
Chris Freebairn, to teach the older
class, while Mary Forbes continues
to teach the younger ones.
* * * * * * *
Hunter
[Report by Ian Miller]
After the Lord's day evening
Worship (14 February) at Cardiff,
the congregation and family
visitors witnessed the baptism of
two babies by Rev Tso: Charlotte
Anne, daughter of Mrs Amelia and
Mr Nic O'Dell; and Jonathan, son
of Mrs Amy and Dr Alfred Oringo.
A most enjoyable dinner and time
of fellowship followed.

The Cardiff All Ages Sunday
School has recommenced after a
recent planning meeting which
The Presbyterian Banner
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included a review of the 'Safe
Church Policy and Code of
Conduct'.
An
evangelistic
Men's
Fellowship breakfast meeting has
been planned for Saturday 27th
March from 8 am at Cardiff. Dr
Mark Harwood, satellite designer
and international speaker from
Creation International Ministries,
will be the guest speaker. Visitors
welcome.
Enquiries:
David
Barnes, Clerk of Deacons' Court
0408487170.
Your prayers would be
appreciated for the Lord's blessing
upon the people involved in the
above mentioned activities.
* * * * * * *
Manning
[Report by Trevor Leggott]
On Thursday 18th February the
Taree Ladies Mission Society held
their 91st annual meeting in the
Taree Church. The following
Saturday 20th the Society hosted
their annual gift afternoon.
Special speakers attended from
both Compassion and from
Missionary Aviation Fellowship.
Bruce Boyle from Compassion
gave
a
very
informative
presentation on the work of
Compassion, especially relating to
their ministry with young mothers
and their children. The Manning
church and the Ladies Mission
Society have both supported
children through Compassion.
Kennedy in Kenya, one of those
sponsored, has now concluded his
sponsorship after a number of
years. Two new children have
now been selected to be sponsored
in the years ahead.
Michelle Vombos spoke of the
ministry of MAF and gave
March 2021
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“If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together.” 1 Corinthians 12:26
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

interesting insights into some of
the difficulties in providing
ministry, health and relief work to
extremely remote places. MAF has
been serving in this way now for
75 years, commencing after
WW11 with a couple of returned
airmen seeing the need for
Christian ministry and help to
such
isolated
places,
and
aeroplanes providing a solution.
Following the speakers, there
was time for questions, good
fellowship and conversation over a
(covid safe!) afternoon tea.
* * * * * * *
Knox
[Report by Rowland Ward]

Jurien and Connie Dekter came
to us from the Free Reformed
Church in Pretoria just on 25 years
ago with their children Christiaan,
Reinhard and Jeané and all became
communicant members although
Chris moved to America some
years ago. On 31 January 2021, at
rather short notice because of a
window of opportunity due to
state border openings, we
farewelled Jurien and Connie who
are making their home in Albany,
Western Australia where Connie
has relatives in the Free Reformed
Church there. Jurien will still be
employed in Melbourne but the
CoVid-19 crisis showed that much
of the technical work he is
The Presbyterian Banner

involved with as a specialist
engineer can be done via the
internet. They have been active
members and will be greatly
missed. Jurien served as a deacon
from 1999 and as an elder 2001-18,
and was also precentor for many
years. Connie was active among
the young people and led the
Ladies Bible Study 2015-20. For
the time being the children will
stay in Melbourne with Jeané
planning
to
continue
her
successful equine business in WA
after making arrangements for her
clients here, and Reinhard
continuing in IT work.
* * * * * * *
Northern Rivers
[Report by Beth Sonter]
The families and friends of the
Northern Rivers congregation
recently enjoyed a dinner
barbecue at the home of David
and Mandy Kerridge. There were
about 40 adults and children in
attendance. The food was
delicious and the company and
fellowship was appreciated by all.

The photo shows some of those
present enjoying the meal
together. These social occasions
are much appreciated as everyone
gets to meet extended families and
friends and enjoy the company of
old and new friends.
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* * * * * * *
Ulverstone
[Report by Ian Hamilton]
We continue to meet for public
worship at the 10:30 AM service
with both local and visiting supply.
On the 10th January Rev Wes
Bredenhof of the Launceston
FRCA congregation preached in
what may be a first and we give
thanks for the fellowship we enjoy
with both Wes, his family and
other
visitors
from
his
congregation. Mr Neil Cameron,
elder of St Andrews Presbyterian
in Launceston also visits and
p r ov ide s
s up pl y.
Zoom
connections of the service to the
housebound
or
sick
in
congregation continue to be made
available via Smartphone.
The other regular ministries of
the
congregation
have
recommenced. On the Lord's Day
this involves the Sunday School
and Adult Study Class. The latter
has just commenced a study on
the book When Grace Comes
Home by Rev Terry Johnson.
Our interim moderator, Rev
Andres Miranda was due to visit
on the 13th February, but due to
the border lockdown was unable
to come. We have rescheduled his
visit to the 20th March. The
Session has submitted a request to
Presbytery concerning the interest
in the ministry of Mr Zach Dotson
and we hope to receive a response
to that on the 6th March.
We continue to be encouraged
by visitors to the services, both
local and interstate. We enjoy a
rich fellowship across all ages and
are looking forward to an
overnight camp on the 26th March
at Bakers Beach near Port Sorell.
March 2021

PCEA YOUNG ADULTS CAMP
Friday 2nd to Monday 5th April 2021
Easter Long Weekend
After the cancellation of the 2020 youth camp,
we are pleased to announce
that the 2021 youth camp is to be held
in the lovely northern NSW town of Maclean
at the home of John and Judy Greensill,
516 Palmers Channel South Bank Road.
The camp is open to all people born between 1990 and 2006.
The speaker is Rev Tim Attwood,
from the Maclean Evangelical Church.
The cost is $100 pp, or $60 pp for students and unemployed.
Some travel subsidies are available.
BYO accommodation, tents or swags.
Some tents and sleeping bags are available on request.
The camp is organized by the Youth and Fellowship Committee.
More information and registration forms
are available from Stewart Carswell:
Ph: 0419 765 212; yfc@pcea.org.au

The Presbyterian Banner
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“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE
(Intermediate omit questions 4 and 8)

JUNIOR

Joshua Chapter 7
1. What was the report of the men who went up to view
Ai? What happened later to the three thousand who
went up to fight? (2 verses)
2. What was the Lord’s answer to Joshua’s prayer? (2
verses only)
3. What was Achan’s confession to Joshua? (2 verses)
4. Why was the place where Achan was stoned called
Achor?

Joshua Chapter 6
1. For how many days were all the men of war to go
once around Jericho? How many times on the seventh
day? (2 verses)
2. What happened to the wall of Jericho when the priests
blew the trumpets and the people shouted?
3. What did the young men who were spies do for
Rahab?
4. What would happen to the man who rebuilt Jericho?

Chapter 9
5. What did the Gibeonites do to make the men of Israel
believe they came from a far country? (2 verses)
6. Why did the children of Israel not smite the
Gibeonites when they learned they were neighbours?
7. What were the Gibeonites made to do for the
congregation?

Find the verse(s) in the Bible that answer the questions,
write/type them out, and send to:
Mrs Irene Steel
PO Box 942, Epping, NSW 1710
or Email: iesteel@gmail.com
A book voucher is awarded at the end of each year
to children who send in the answers.

Chapter 10
8. Why was there no day like the day on which Joshua
fought against the Amorites?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PCEA Prescribed Youth Work 2021
ESSAY - God Is All I want: Psalm 73

SCRIPTURE MEMORISATION

Infant: up to 7 years

1st Certificate: John 14:1-7
2nd Certificate:1 John 4:7-16

In verses 25-26, Asaph says that God is all that he wants
in life. Why did he say that?

10 Commandments
Books of the Bible (in order)
Shorter Catechism Certificates for each group of 10
questions. Voucher for 1 to 107

Junior: 8 to 12 years (Up to 500 words)
When Asaph entered the sanctuary of the Lord, he says
he understood. What did he understand? How was this
helpful to his faith?

Senior: 13 years and over (Up to 1000 words)
Asaph tells us that he came very close to losing his faith.

PSALM SINGING

Talk about the circumstances that affected his
psychological state and what helped him to regain his
spiritual balance? Finally, compare Psalm 73: 25-26 with
Luke 14: 25-27 and explain what these two biblical texts
have in common.

Infants
Junior
Senior

Please submit essays by 30 November 2021 to Rev.
Andres Miranda, Narre Warren, via email
alethias2000@yahoo.com.au.

2nd Certificate
100
119:97-104
111:1-8

Certificates are available from the Y&F committee
yfc@pcea.org.au

Christian book vouchers are sent for completed essays.
The Presbyterian Banner

1st Certificate
67
107:1-9
147:1-8
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The Broader Body

“I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all” Romans 1:8
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

An Important Anniversary
Alan Mackay

Alan Mackay and his wife Beth
are former members of the PCEA.
Alan is currently a member and a
licensed preaching elder of the
CRCA congregation in Canberra.
He originally wrote this for his
congregation’s news-sheet in
connection with Australia Day.
A week after the arrival of the
First Fleet, on Sunday, February 3,
1788, at 10 am, the first Christian
service of public worship in
Australia took place, under a great
tree close to Sydney Cove and
Sydney Harbour.
Rev Richard Johnston preached
from Psalm 116:12, “What shall I
render to the Lord for all His
benefits to me? I will take the cup
of salvation and call upon the
name of the Lord.”
Governor
Arthur
Phillip
ordered, “No man to be absent on
any account whatever.”
A lieutenant who was there
reported: “We had a very good
sermon… the behaviour of the
convicts
was
regular
and
attentive.”
Rev Richard Johnson’s initial
parish included 568 male convicts,
191 female convicts, and 13
children. But he clearly felt a
responsibility for the four
companies of Marines, the
Governor, and his staff – a total of
over one thousand souls.
Rev Johnston said “It is my duty
to preach to all, to pray for all, and
to admonish every one.” He wrote
of his responsibilities: “I do not
address you as Churchmen or
Dissenters, Roman Catholics or
The Presbyterian Banner

Protestants, as Jews or Gentiles…
But I speak to you as mortals and
yet immortals.
The gospel
proposes a free and gracious
pardon to the guilty, cleansing to
the polluted, healing to the sick,
happiness to the miserable and
even life for the dead.”
The British Government had
not intended to provide for the
spiritual life of the new settlement
in the form of a chaplain. Some
men connected with the Eclectic
Society, a body of strong
evangelicals, decided to take this
up, and had Rev Johnson
appointed. This Society included
William Wilberforce, Rev Charles
Simeon, Rev Thomas Scott, Rev
John Newton, Rev William
Romaine, Rev Augustus Toplady,
Richard Thornton, and William
Cowper the poet.
As the settlement extended to
Rose Hill and Parramatta, Richard
Johnson’s parish expanded too. At
first, he made monthly visits by
boat, then it became fortnightly.
When he obtained a horse, he
could ride, and also visit
Toongabbie and preach a sermon
to the convicts there.
Rev Johnson laboured hard,
often against significant opposition
from the senior officers, and in
difficult circumstances. With
whatever help he could get, he
built a church building at his own
expense. It was opened in August
1793. At one stage, the number of
people coming to worship was so
low that an Order was made for
compulsory
attendance. The
church building was burnt down a
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few weeks later!
Mr Johnson was described as “a
good, pious, sympathetic minister
of the evangelical school, who
faithfully, both by voice and pen,
endeavoured to set forth Christ
before the people.”
He returned to England in 1800,
and died in 1827, aged 74. His
memorial plaque states that “he
faithfully preached Christ and him
crucified.” His departure from the
colony was a great loss to the
community
generally,
and
especially to the convicts. It was
written, “Few of the sick would
recover if it were not for the
kindness of the Rev Mr Johnson
whose assistance out of his own
stores makes him the physician
both of body and soul.”
As we remember that first
Christian worship service, 233
years ago, we should continue to
thank God that we can call upon
the name of the Lord, and rejoice
in all His benefits and blessings to
us. We should thank God for the
influence of Rev Richard Johnson
and many others of His servants
through the years. We should pray
for people in positions of influence
and authority now. We should
thank God for the continuing work
of missions to take the gospel
message to descendants of the
Indigenous people of our nation, as
well as to the various migrant
groupings and their descendants,
whether recent or from long ago.
We should pray for the faithful
preaching and teaching of God’s
Word, through all parts of
Australian society.
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March Prayer Points

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Monday, 1st: Pray for the ongoing
ministry of the Ulverstone
congregation in Tasmania.

Saturday, 13th: Pray for the Sunday
School leaders and students in our
congregations (see page 6).

Tuesday, 2nd: Pray for the
Ulverstone office-bearers: for elder
Ian Hamilton, and for deacons
Cameron
Hamilton,
Robert
Hingston & Luke Keast.

Sunday, 14th: Pray that the worship
our congregations offer today may
be God-focused, obedient, and
reverent.

Wednesday, 3rd: Pray for the
Presbyterian Free Church of Central
India and give thanks for our close
relationship with them.
Thursday, 4th: Give thanks for the
fellowship between the Ulverstone
PCEA and the Launceston FRCA.
(see page 7).

Monday, 15th: Pray for the ministry
of the Carrum Downs congregation
in Melbourne (see page 6).
Tuesday, 16th: Pray for the Carrum
Downs pastor, Rev Ian Hall, and for
retired pastor Rev David Kumnick.
Wednesday, 17th: Pray for the
Dumisani Theological Institute in
South Africa.

Friday, 5th: Give thanks for the
recent baptisms of Charlotte Anne
O'Dell and Jonathan Oring (see page
6).

Monday, 8th: Pray for the ongoing
ministry
of
the
Geelong
congregation in Victoria.
Tuesday, 9th: Pray for the Geelong
elder, Donald Ramsay.
Wednesday, 10th: Pray for the
Chhapara and the Lakhnadon
Mission Schools in Central India.
Thursday, 11th: Pray for the vacant
congregations in our denomination.
Friday, 12th: Pray for Paul &
Roxanne Fry (see pages 4-5).
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Monday, 22nd: Pray for the ministry
of the Narre Warren congregation
in Melbourne.
Tuesday, 23rd: Pray for the Narre
Warren office-bearers: for the
pastor, Rev Andres Miranda, and for
elders Terry Buck, John Disney, and
Stewart Louden.
Wednesday, 24th: Pray for the work
of Dr Dickson in Delhi, India.
Thursday, 25th: Pray for Jurien and
Connie Dekter as they settle in
Albany, Western Australia (see page
7).
Friday, 26th: Pray for the Hunter
congregation’s evangelistic Men's
Fellowship breakfast meeting
scheduled to take place tomorrow
from 8 am at Cardiff (see page 6).

Saturday, 6th: Pray for the
committee work being done in
anticipation of this year’s synod
meeting.
Sunday, 7th: Pray that those
attending our services today will
bow in all humility before God the
most High, rendering Him honor
and glory.

Sunday, 21st: Pray that God may
grant us a spirit of humility as we
gather
together
today,
acknowledging him as our sovereign
Lord.

Thursday, 18th: Pray for churches in
the ICRC with us, including the
Associate Reformed Presbyterian
Church (based mostly in the US),
the
Heritage
Reformed
Congregations (in Canada and the
US), and the Reformed Presbyterian
Church of North America.
Friday, 19th: Pray for the children
being supported by the Manning
church and the Ladies Mission
Society through Compassion (see
page 6).
Saturday, 20th: Pray for Andres
Miranda, as he is scheduled to travel
to Ulverstone today (see page 7).
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Saturday, 27th: Pray that our
congregations may reflect biblical
principles of Christian fellowship
(see page 2).
Sunday, 28th: Pray that the Word
preached from our pulpits today
may enable those attending to grow
in their love for God.
Monday, 29th: Pray for the ministry
of the All Nations congregation in
Melbourne.
Tuesday, 30th: Pray for the All
Nations office-bearers: for the
pastor, Rev. Tut Wan Yoa, and for
elders Isaac John and Jonah Gatluak.
Wednesday, 31st: Pray for the
ministry of the Middle East
Reformed Fellowship.
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