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From the Editor
Sinclair Ferguson observes in
‘Devoted to God’s Church,’ recently
published by Banner of Truth, “A
living church is very different from
what most outsiders imagine it to be.
It is not primarily an organization
(although it should not be disorganized!). Nor is it
merely a building (although it may have several). It is
a family…. The church is not simply ‘like’ a family. It
is a family - God’s family. He is our Father; we are his
children; we have become brothers and sisters.”
Our son in New Zealand and his wife were
recently blessed with their second child, a boy. His
older brother, James, 2 years old, is quite enamoured
with him. I’ve joked with my son, “Is James bored
with his new toy yet?”
But of course, the baby is not a toy. And his older
brother, in his own limited way, knows this. His love
for his sibling, even at this young age, is a beautiful
thing. And that love is not something he necessarily
has to get bored with. I’ve been privileged to witness
my own children continue to mature and grow in
their love as brothers and sisters.
Our brothers and sisters in Christ should not
become ‘toys’ that we get bored with when they no
longer suit our purposes. May God enable us to
mature and grow in our love for them.
Jim Klazinga
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The 2021 PCEA Youth Camp
Report by Lauren and Micah Klazinga

The youths of the PCEA were
invited to attend a fellowship
camp over the Easter weekend at
John and Judy Greensill’s farm in
Maclean, Northern NSW. This
year’s
camp
was
keenly
anticipated after the cancellation
of the event last Easter.
Campers began to arrive as
early as 1pm on Friday afternoon
to set up their tents and meet up
with friends travelling from other
congregations. There was plenty
of time for catching up, playing
board games, and tossing a
basketball before dinner time and
the first talk.
The talks were given by local
pastor Tim Atwood on the topic
“Presenting the Faith to the Glory
of God”. His key emphasis was on
encouraging the youths to
implement biblical evangelism and
apologetics in their own lives.
The first talk discussed the solid
foundation for all knowledge and
introduced concepts which can be
traced back to the philosopher and
theologian Cornelius Van Til.
After this talk, the group was
split into discussion groups, where
they spent time sharing thoughts
and insights related to the talk.
Specific questions were provided
for them to discuss, such as “What
is the Christian’s ultimate
commitment?” This year many of
the youths demonstrated an
especially encouraging maturity
and willingness to contribute to
the discussions.
Although many were excited to
chat throughout the entire night,
it was time for lights out at 10pm
sharp. The night brought
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intermittent rain, which caused a
bit of a disruption, as some
campers discovered they had leaky
tents. But most managed to get a
good night’s sleep.
Saturday
morning
after
breakfast, Tim presented the
second talk, where he highlighted
the importance of honouring
Christ as holy when preparing to
present the faith. He also
emphasised the importance of
remaining firmly committed to
the truth as provided in God’s
word, as all other positions are
only built on sinking sand.
During the middle of the day
there was plenty of time for fun
activities, like swimming at the
beach and fishing. The water was
extremely cold, so most of the
youth group ended up playing
French cricket on the sand or
climbing over rocks. Afterwards,
everyone met up to enjoy an icecream cone. Some went on a long
kayaking trip, while others played
games and fed apples and bread to
the Greensills’ horses.
Later in the afternoon, a
Psalmody session was held around
the campfire.
Anyone could
request their favourite psalm. The
session was not long enough, as
dinner was called well before the
requests ran out.
As
a
compromise, another session was
scheduled for the next day.
After dinner, Tim presented the
third talk, in which he explained
the
relationship
between
evangelism and salvation. After
the talk, everyone gathered
around
the
campfire
for
discussions. It was going very well
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until suddenly an extremely heavy
rain began. Everyone rushed to
the hall, where board games were
set up and tea was brewed.
On Sunday, everyone attended
the morning service with the
Northern Rivers congregation,
where Tim gave a sermon
summarising all four camp talks.
The congregation then met
back at the camp for a lovely
Sunday lunch and time of
fellowship. After a bit of free time,
everyone gathered again for a
second psalmody session, the
evening service (which was taken
over the phone), and dinner.
On Monday after breakfast,
tents were packed up just a little
damp due to the misty rain. Tim
wrapped up the talks by providing
specific examples of evangelism to
follow, which was very helpful for
grounding all the topics that had
been previously discussed.
After a very filling lunch,
everyone gave thanks for those
who made the camp possible;
particularly the cooks, Tim, and
the Greensills for the use of their
farm. This denoted the conclusion
of the formal proceedings of the
camp. Cleaning and packing up
was quick and easy with
everybody helping out.
All too soon, it was time to say
goodbye and head separate ways
on the long drive home.
The youth of the PCEA are all
very grateful for the blessing of
being able to grow together at this
camp each year.
Micah and Lauren Klazinga are members of
the Brisbane PCEA, where Micah serves as
a deacon.
May 2021
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“And take... the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.” Ephesians 6:17
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Evangelism and Apologetics
by Tim Attwood

The following are excerpts
from the transcript of a sermon
preached at the Northern Rivers
PCEA in MacLean on 4 April,
during the weekend of the PCEA
Youth Camp 2021. Tim is the
pastor of the Clarence Valley
Community Church in MacLean.
He was the main speaker at this
year's camp. The text for his
sermon was Matthew 7:21-24.
This week, I've had the great
privilege of leading the young
people at the camp. We've been
talking about, and looking
specifically at, the fact that God
and His Word offer the only sure
foundation to build our life upon.
Therefore, Christians have great
confidence, or should have great
confidence in their knowledge, not
because of themselves, not
because of their intellect, but
because it is founded upon Christ's
word.
There is a temptation in our
day as we approach particularly
those who are not of our faith, to
try and find a more reasonable
solution, something other than
Christ's word to give them, as we
try and make a defence of the
faith.
But we shouldn't do that. We
shouldn't do that because Christ's
word offers the only sure
foundation of knowledge.
But also, we want to honor
Christ in everything that we do, in
every thought that we have. The
only possibility that we have when
we step off Christ's word is to go
to a lesser, sinful standard….
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When we approach ultimate
questions, only the Christian faith
provides the ultimate reasons for
anything. Why are we here?
Where did all of this stuff come
from? What does it all mean? How
should I live my life? If you answer
any of these questions apart from
Jesus Christ, apart from his Word,
the answer is not going to be
satisfying.
Yet, aren't we starting to exist
in a world where that is the case,
where everybody is doing what is
right in their own eyes? The
problem is that that foundation is
shaky, and it will come tumbling
down.
In our text out of Matthew,
there were people who stood
before Jesus Christ and declared to
him that He was Lord, Lord. They
were emphatic about his lordship
over their life.
But Jesus offers a warning here.
In a sense, at least, these people
recognize that Jesus Christ was
Lord. But notice what Jesus
doesn't do. He doesn't recoil from
the acknowledgement of His
Lordship. Jesus is Lord. That is the
foundation for the rest of his
statements.
One statement starting at verse
24: that “therefore everyone who
hears these words of mine and
4

puts them into practice is like a
wise man who built his house on a
rock”.
That's
a
controversial
statement: Jesus is Lord. Why
does Jesus get to be the standard?
Why should we found our life
upon Him and build our life upon
Him? Well, ultimately, it is
because he is Lord….
We've spoken a lot this
weekend
about
ultimate
commitments. Our ultimate
commitments are the things that
that we base all of our life on. When we boil everything down,
what are we left with? - For the
Chris ti an ,
o ur
ult im a te
commitment is that Jesus Christ is
Lord, and therefore His Word is
sure. The alternative is not sure.
But if we tell non-believers that
our ultimate commitment is Jesus
Christ and His word, and then we
step off that foundation to try and
demonstrate that that's our
ultimate commitment, we are
undermining our words with our
actions.
And so, we want to remain
firmly planted on the Word of
Jesus Christ. And we want to
beckon the unbelievers, who are
building their house upon the
sand, not to find some other place
of neutrality, but we want them to
come to the Word of Jesus
Christ….
1 Peter 3:15 says, “But in your
hearts set apart Christ as Lord.
Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you
to give the reason for the hope
that you have. But do this with
May 2021
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gentleness and respect.”
It's pretty common when we
think about apologetics, the art
and science of making a defense of
the faith, for people to say, “Well,
yes, Peter declares that we always
need to be ready to make a
defense, to give answers for the
reason for the hope that lies within
us.”
But all too often, the first part of
1Peter 3:15 is left off – “but in your
heart set Christ Jesus apart as
holy”. We can't forget that first
part. When we come to the task of
apologetics, when we come to the
task of making or giving reasons
for the hope that's within us, our
first task is to make sure that in
that moment Jesus is Lord, and He
is set apart in our hearts as holy.
What other option do we have?
We certainly can't come to the
task of apologetics, we certainly
can't come to the task of giving
reasons for our hope, with any
lesser standard….
We want to do what we can to
help the non-Christian see their
plight. We want to ask them to
justify their worldview. We want
them to give their ultimate
commitments. And we want to do
an
internal
analysis
and
demonstrate the foolishness of
their own worldview….
I've been saying all week that
the task of apologetics is twofold.
One is to build up the faith of
believers. The second task of
apologetics is to close the mouth
of the fool. When they start saying
things that are that are unholy,
when they start saying things
against our God, we want them to
close their mouth.
The hope is not that we will
The Presbyterian Banner

destroy them as an opponent, but
that they will be quiet long enough
to hear the true hope. And our
true hope is not in our intellect.
Our true hope is in Jesus Christ.
So our greatest tool, the
greatest tool in our arsenal, is the
Gospel. The Gospel which is the
power of God unto salvation,
according to Paul in Romans 1:16.
We want to preach the Gospel….
Here's the amazing thing. God
has allowed his church to play a
part in salvation. He has given us a
means. And though to the world,
this means seems foolish, because
it is God's means of salvation, it is
powerful: that is preaching, the
preaching of Christ's word.
That is how we bridge the gap.
The Christian demonstrates that in
the end, the reason for his hope is
Jesus Christ. We could not save
ourselves. We could not even see
the world clearly. But the Christian
now does. And he proclaims Jesus
Christ as crucified and risen from
the dead for our sins.
But the ultimate commitment
in the end comes down to the fact
that God calls through the Holy
Spirit. Verse 24: “to those whom
God has called both Jews and
Greek, Christ, the power of God
and the wisdom of God”.
So the gospel is a universal call
or an outward call, that's our
responsibility. Our responsibility is
to take it and to apply it to
everybody.
Spurgeon famously once said,
when he was approached by a
person [who said] “If you believe
in election, why do you not simply
preach the gospel to the elect?”
And Spurgeon said, “You lift up
their shirt and find me the ‘E’.”
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Ultimately, there is no marking.
We do not know who the elect
are, that's not our job. That's not
our place. Rather, we are the
farmer who goes out and scatters
the seed. We throw the seed of
Christ's word. And the soil is not
our responsibility.
There is good soil though, and
that's why we preach, there are
those who have been prepared by
God. There are those who have
been prepared by God to receive
His word and there the seed will
bear fruit.
Our job is the outward call, the
preaching of the Gospel, but the
actual work of salvation is done by
God, the calling of God. He
effectually calls and brings people
to faith.
But I think it's an amazing thing
that he hasn't separated that task
from the proclamation of the
Gospel. He uses the gospel, to
quicken to enliven those who are
stuck in their own worldview, and
allows them to see clearly. So our
task is to go. We want to preach,
we want to take it to all that will
hear it, that is our hope. We want
people to know that whatever it is
they're basing their life on, if it's
not on the word of Jesus Christ,
that it will tumble. We want to
beckon them to come. We want to
rely on God. We want to rely on
the Holy Spirit to do the work.
Because in the end, we want to be
able to say that our boast is in the
Lord. So let's do that. Let's boast in
the Lord. Let's boast in the Lord to
our believing friends. Let's boast in
the Lord to the unbeliever. Let's
pray that God will do the work of
salvation.
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* * * * * * *
All Nations
[Report by Rowland Ward]
Our builder took possession of
the church property on 19 April,
and the building works are
underway with completion date
aimed at being late December
2021, weather permitting.
Our English service had to be
suspended because of the difficulty
of securing a place, so members
are encouraged to worship in
other
PCEA
centres. The
afternoon Nuer service is using the
facilities of the Narre Warren
Church, which has not resumed a
second service.
The last few days have seen
two deaths among our Southern
Sudanese congregation. One was
an older man with grown children
who died of cancer, and the other
was a young woman in her 30’s
who was pregnant with her 4th
child. She died suddenly because
of a complication from a longstanding lung condition. She is
related to Rev Tut Yoa.
Please pray for these families,
especially for the lady's youngest
child, who is only 9 and struggling.
* * * * * * *
Brisbane
[Report by Jim Klazinga]
Jim and Julie Klazinga, with
their family, were joyful to receive
news of the birth of their
grandson, Matas Joseph, born in
Christchurch, second son of Josh
and Milda. Jim & Julie hope to
travel to New Zealand to visit
them in May.
We continue to be thankful for
the opportunity to have some
older members and participants,
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who are not able to attend in
person, join with us by phone.
There are three older ladies in the
Redcliff area, and three members
up in the Rockhampton area.
Each of these folks has their share
of struggles due to various health
problems and advancing age.
Please remember them in prayer.
* * * * * * *
Hunter
[Report by Ian Miller]
The Hunter Congregation looks
forward to hosting the 2021 Synod
and prays that the Lord would
richly bless all deliberations and
participants to the glory of Christ.
Please remember in prayer our
covenant children, young people
and adults as they struggle with
the false philosophies and
temptations of this fallen world.
May they be converted and grow
in Christ to be faithful, active
defenders of the faith in the
various spheres of society to
which they are called. We trust in
the Lord to raise up preachers and
teachers from our younger
generations,
who
will
courageously proclaim the gospel
of Christ.
* * * * * * *
Knox
[Report by Rowland Ward]
Knox
held
its
annual
congregational meeting on 17
April. Encouraging reports were
brought of the work in 2020.
The same day, Session was
delighted to admit John (SeungJoo) Lee and his wife Daisy
(Dasol)
to
communicant
membership. We look forward to
the contribution of this young
6

couple to our work and witness.
* * * * * * *
Manning
[Report by Joyce Bennett]
On Saturday, 27th of March,
the
Manning
Congregation
opened up the garage sale shed for
flood victims. The Manning Valley

was especially hit hard with the
record breaking floods and
rains. It was thought that the
contents of the shed would be
offered free to those people who
had lost possessions as a result of
the devastation.
One particular family was able
to be helped with furniture, as
they had lost nearly everything,
and had to be rescued from the
roof of their house by helicopter.
By providing these essential
items, it was a wonderful way to
contribute to the recovery. Please
pray with us that through these
circumstances, many will come to
the Lord Jesus.
Would you please uphold in
prayer Jim & Val Cromarty. They
have had a number of health
issues and had to be hospitalised
for a short period. David &
Heather Wilson would also value
your prayers as David’s mother is
very ill in the hospice in
Wingham.
May 2021
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* * * * * * *
Mt. Druitt
[Report by Julie Stewart]
The Nepean/ Hawkesbury
Congregation praises God that we
are back to full strength with our
worship service, Sunday School
and fellowship activities. We have
recently celebrated the Lord’s
Supper.
Robert and Finau Latu (front
cover last Banner) have welcomed
twin granddaughters, and their 3
youngest young adults have been
accepted into membership. They
still have their extended family
staying with them, unable to
return to Tonga since the start of
the pandemic. Prayers would be
appreciated that Tonga would
receive them home soon.
* * * * * * *
Narre Warren
[Report by Andres Miranda]
Several things
have
been
happening in the life of our
congregation. Some are very
encouraging and some are a bit
disturbing, such as forced entry
into the church. I have been told
that this is the second time they
have entered the church and that
several windows were broken the
first time. This time the intruders
did not break windows, nor did
they take anything of value, but
they left everything in a
mess. Please pray that this does
not happen again.
This feeling of concern,
however, was quickly overcome
by the joy of seeing new people in
our worship services. One of them
is a young couple who, feeling the
need to learn more about God's
Word, began looking for churches
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in the area. When they began their
search, the first thing that caught
their attention was a YouTube
video by Narre Warren, which,
believe it or not, was related to a
passage in the Bible they were
studying. Talk about providence!
We are also very happy to have
the participation of some Sudanese
families (All Nations) in our
morning services. Their presence
is enriching our praises and it's
a constant blessing for our mutual
edification.
It goes without saying that we
are extremely grateful to God for
all his evidences of support and
commitment to his local church in
Narre Warren.
* * * * * * *
Northern Rivers
[Report by Beth Sonter]
The youth camp held over the
Easter weekend has been the
highlight of the month for the
Northern Rivers congregation. A
special big thank you to John and
Judy Greensill for hosting the
camp, once again, at the very well
appointed facilities on their farm.
The weather was a blessing and
the weekend was enjoyed by over
20 young people. Members of the
congregation were very generous
in providing baked goods which
were enjoyed by those present.
A special thank you to the local
bakery, Maclean Hot Bread and
Cake Kitchen, for donating lots of
leftover breads, cakes, slices, bread
rolls and hot cross buns. This
generosity helps to keep cost for
those attending lower and the
goodies are consumed with great
appreciation.
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* * * * * * *
Ulverstone
[Report by Ian Hamilton]
We enjoyed an eventful
fellowship camp at Bakers Beach
over the night of the 26th March.
After a thunderstorm during
the early morning hours, the day

cleared and we were able to enjoy
some great outside activities.
Pat Ryan and Cameron
Hamilton
led
the
very
encouraging evening and morning
devotions.
We were sad to say farewell
over the weekend to Luke and
Tessa Keast who, together with
their young family, have relocated
to Canberra. We wish them God's
rich blessings as Luke secures new
employment there.
Last Saturday morning, we
were also able to continue the
online study with Zach Dotson
who links in via Zoom from the
USA.
We continue to be blessed by
both local and visiting supply,
having recently received a visit
from Rev Raeburn CameronSmith and Mr Nathan Patrick. We
look forward to visits coming up
from some of our own ministers.
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“I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all.” Romans 1:8
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The Meaning of Mission, Part 2
by Rev. Dennis Muldoon

Author’s Note: In discussing the
meaning of mission, I interact with
two books: ‘The Mission of God’
by Chris Wright (published by
Crossway in 2011), and ‘What is
the Mission of the Church’ by
Kevin DeYoung and Greg Gilbert
(published by IVP in 2010).
(For Part 1, see last month’s issue.)
A new theology, a theology of
ecology, has entered the scene.
Wright has an interesting
chapter on “Mission and God’s
Earth.” He affirms that God
created this world and put man as
tenants in this creation. In referring
to the first question of the Shorter
Catechism, he says that the
purpose of God for man, to glorify
God and enjoy him, extends to the
creation as a whole. All creation is
to praise and glorify its creator.
He affirms the redemption of
the whole creation, but does not
tell us what we are redeemed
from, at least not in this chapter.
Wright
accepts
Richard
Bauckham’s interpretation of 2
Peter 3 and speaks of “the purging
of the sinful world order we live
in”, rather than its obliteration. His
emphasis is on the continuity of
this creation, rather than any
discontinuity. While he refers to
the “sinful world order,” he endorses conservation societies and
environmental movements seeking
to preserve this fallen world.
I am reminded of a Bengali
conservationist in India I once
taught with, who had studied in
Japan. My friend did not think
anything was a weed, which makes
farming difficult. He maintained
The Presbyterian Banner

that no insects are pests.
I also took to studying organic
farming at the time, as taught in
Japan and Australia. Much of it was
based on ‘Mother Earth’ or ‘Gaia’
philosophy.
Wright does condemn this. He
asserts that creation is sacred, but
must not be worshipped. But he
doesn’t do justice to how creation
is fallen.
The Bible tells us that thorns
and thistles came as part of the
curse upon Adam for his sin (Gen.
3:18). Wright seems to overlook
this basic truth of the ‘fallenness’ of
the creation as he joins hands with
conservationists to preserve this
fallen world.
God does not give us a mandate
to abuse the earth, but to manage
the creation as his stewards, or
tenants, as Wright says.
But management is not the
same as preservation. Preserving a
fallen creation is not the mission
God gives us.
But somehow, Wright sees this
as the mission of God. And so, in
addition to an evangelistic
motivation,
he
adds
a
compassionate
motivation, a
mission to the whole person. He
then adds the motivation of the
redemption of the whole creation,
since this is part of God’s mission:
“It is not only the salvation of
human beings but also the
redemption
of
the
whole
creation.” (p416)
It is here that Wright speaks of
the ‘specialized form of mission’
that is nonhuman ecological
projects.
Wright quotes Proverbs 12:10,
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which is another of my favourite
texts. He says that, “‘The righteous
man cares for the needs of his
animal’ is a warm-hearted
observation of the sage.” The
second part of the verse, though,
says that “the tender mercies of the
wicked are cruel.”
For all his warm-heartedness, all
his good intentions and passionate
picketing on behalf of the animals,
the wicked has no idea and is
actually cruel. His problem is that
he fails to understand sin and the
fallen nature of this world. Wellmeaning Christians need to
remember this reality and not be
led along by feelings, or by the
wicked. Wright could have pointed
out that the care of the animal is by
a ‘righteous man’ and asked, who
is the righteous man?
What is mission? Preach the gospel!
Wright certainly broadens the
concept of mission. He says that
God has a mission and he invites us
to join him in this mission. That
mission is the redemption of the
whole creation. So everything a
Christian does by way of joining
with God is mission.
DeYoung and Gilbert begin
their book with a quote from
Stephen Neil, “If everything is
mission then nothing is mission.”
They take issue with Wright’s
thesis, asserting that we are called
to obey what God says, not join
him in what he does. We did not
help God in the creation, so why
should he need or want us helping
with the new creation?
The risen Jesus gave his disciples
a task to do in the Great
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Commission. He sent them out to
preach the gospel. This should be
the focus of our mission.
He gave them an example in his
own work. He was compassionate
and helped the poor. But this was
not the totality of his work. As
DeYoung and Gilbert point out,
“there is not a single example of
Jesus going into a town with the
stated purpose of healing or casting
out demons.” (p56)
DeYoung and Gilbert disagree
with environmental stewardship as
mission, community renewal as
mission, or blessing our neighbours
as mission. Such mission is a far cry
from the traditional understanding
that relates to Christians taking the
gospel to those who have not
heard it, especially in a crosscultural context.
The cross-cultural idea has
largely changed. But has the
essence of mission changed? Some
talk of ‘kingdom building’ and
‘bringing heaven to earth’ as
mission. But what do they mean?
DeYoung and Gilbert write, “we
are afraid that many church leaders
are doing their people a disservice
by leading them to hope too much
for the betterment of society in
‘this present evil age’ which
languishes in bondage and
futility.” (p129)
Only when lives are changed by
the power of God will societies be
changed or transformed. Mission is
not about changing a poor sinner
into a rich sinner.
In my teaching about poverty, I
would outline the cycle of poverty
and how paying off debt, dealing
with the oppressors, or educating
people could help them break out
of this cycle. But I also pointed out
that the poor man may turn
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around and start exploiting the
poor himself.
I once pointed out to the
director of CMS at a conference
that not all the poor are the
innocent people he was making
them out to be. Given the chance,
they will exploit others. And they
also may simply hoard their
newfound wealth, rather than help
their fellow poor. Poor sinners
simply become rich sinners.
Only God can transform hearts
and lives, of course. That is why
we must preach the gospel as we
help with physical needs.
Some villagers I went to were
good farmers. They did not need
help with farming. They needed to
hear the gospel, as they fought
among themselves.
DeYoung and Gilbert, like
Wright, enter into discussion about
the new Heaven and new Earth.
Our eschatological theology has
implications for mission.
It is not about being “too heavenly-minded to be of any earthly
good.” Rather, as CS Lewis writes,
“If you read history you will find
the Christians who did most for the
present world were just those who
thought most of the next.”
Such wisdom is not always seen
today, with the emphasis on
continuity
rather
than
discontinuity in terms of the new
Heaven and new Earth.
While not accusing anyone of
saying that it is our job to build the
new Earth, DeYoung and Gilbert
do point to some speaking of
partnering with God in his mission
to restore the cosmos (p205). This
is the danger of over-emphasising
the continuity aspect. It can lead to
concern for the environment above
a concern for sinful people.
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There is a blindness about the
true nature of the creation, a
blindness to sin. Sin brought the
creation into captivity and
frustration.
It will only be
delivered from this when the sons
of God are revealed -- indeed when
believers are redeemed in body,
fully and finally to live in the new
Heaven and new Earth (Rom. 8).
While Wright, from his base in
London, rails against “destructive
global capitalism and the greed that
fuels it” (p417), DeYoung and
Gilbert, from their base in the USA,
defend capitalism, saying, “one of
the guises of capitalism is that it
discourages hoarding.” (p188)
Maybe here in Australia we can sit
in the middle.
We do not need to deny the
catastrophic end of the world, of
the elements being burnt up in the
heat, and only speak about a
continuity in order to get people to
care for the creation.
God created this world. He
made it good. He gave Adam the
charge to rule over the creation.
But Adam sinned. All people are
born in sin. The creation came
under a curse because of sin. Jesus
came to deal with sin in the heart
of human beings. Being made
righteous in Christ, we are to care
for the creation, but not to assist
God in bringing about the new
creation.
Jesus told us to go into all the
world and preach the gospel. The
gospel will be preached throughout the whole world and then the
end will come (Matt. 24:14). This is
the missional mandate we have
been given by the risen Lord.
Rev. Dr. Dennis K Muldoon is pastor of the
Mt. Druitt PCEA.
May 2021

May Search Work

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.” Psalm 119:105
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

SENIOR and INTERMEDIATE
Intermediate omit questions 1 and 2

JUNIOR
JUDGES Chapter 4:1—9

JUDGES Chapter 3

1. How long had Jabin king of the Canaanites oppressed
1. Which nations did the Lord leave, to prove whether
Israel? How many chariots did he have?
the children of Israel would keep his commandments? 2. What message did Deborah give Barak when she sent
2. Name three judges mentioned in this chapter who
and called him? (2 verses)
delivered Israel.
Chapter 5:18—31
Chapter 4
3. Which river swept away the enemy?
3. What was Deborah’s message to Barak concerning
4. Who would be blessed above women in the tent?
Sisera and his army? (2 verses)
4. Why would the journey not be for Barak’s honour (or
glory)?
Find the verse(s) in the Bible that answer the questions,
5. What happened when Barak came down from Mount
write/type them out, and send to:
Tabor with his ten thousand men? (2 verses)
Mrs Irene Steel
6. What was the name of the woman who killed Sisera?
PO Box 942, Epping, NSW 1710
or Email: iesteel@gmail.com
A book voucher is awarded at the end of each year
to children who send in the answers.

Chapter 5
7. What words did Deborah use to commend the tribes
of Zebulun and Naphtali?
8. Why was Meroz cursed?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Appeal for the Chhapara Mission School in Central India
From Pradeep
Things are again getting tough in India. The second
wave of corona is impacting many cities. It is bringing
economic concerns for many people. However, there
is one particular group that has the same employment
and finance struggles that the others have. They are
Christian mission workers. As teachers, social workers
and church staff, they are always on move to help the
society and needy around, but they too often struggle
with financial challenges. This time also, they have the
same story.
The schools in rural context have continued to face
practical struggles in collecting fees. Despite of
government and court issuing decisions in favour of
the schools, the parents remain reluctant to pay fee.
They keep arguing for “No School, No Fee” The
government and court has reduced the fee to 30% and
asked the parents to pay, but only monthly tuition fee.
Still, the problem is that the government and courts
can decide in favour of the school, but they cannot
force parents to pay fee by any lawful provisions. As a
result, the fee collection is not satisfactory in rural
private schools. The story may be different in cities.
In order to get at least the 50% collection of the
total fee, we decided to give 15-20% charity to those
The Presbyterian Banner

who will be paying the total annual fee. This has
worked a bit in English Medium section. But, Hindi
medium section is still facing issues with parents. We
have projected that with all our efforts we will be able
to collect only 30-40% of fee this year. We will be
losing 30% because of government decisions, and
around 20-30% due to parents’ unwillingness in doing
their part.
On the other hand, the expenditure remains 100%.
This is making our salary deficit even higher. We were
hoping that the school’s next session would have
started from April, but the schools had to shut down.
Opening would have made fee collection easy in many
ways. But, again, due to the second wave of corona,
the government has postponed opening the schools
and therefore there is no scope of income for next few
months.
So, we are again forced to request you to kindly
extend your help for the salary of the staff. We will be
grateful to you and all the supporters for their aid.
Your little help can provide enough finance for basic
needs of the school staff.
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To donate, send funds to BSB 633000,
A/C No. 140199514, Reference - Indian Appeal
May 2021

May Prayer Points

“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.” Romans 12:12
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Saturday, 1st: Give thanks for the
PCEA Youth Camp that could take
place last month (see pages 3 and 7).
Sunday, 2nd: Pray that God will work
through the preaching of the Word in
our services today, to enable those
assembled
to
discern
the
manifestation and revelation of his
glory in Christ.
Monday, 3rd: Pray for the ministry of
the Manning congregation in Taree.
Tuesday, 4th: Pray for the Manning
office-bearers: for Rev George Ball;
for elders Clive Alley, Trevor Leggott,
Peter Smith, and David Wilson; and
for deacons Paul Dyson, Marshall
Reid, and Alistair Weber.
Wednesday, 5th: Pray for those
representatives of mission works who
will be speaking at the Missions
Evening at synod tonight. Pray that
the evening may be a blessing to
everyone attending.

Wednesday, 12th: Pray for the work
of the Annie Soper school in Peru.
Give thanks that we can continue to
support them with a modest financial
contribution.

Friday, 21st: Pray for the ongoing
work being done on the All Nations
property, and for the congregation as
they hold services in other locations
(see page 6).

Thursday, 13th: Pray for those in the
All Nations congregation mourning
the recent deaths of the older man
and the pregnant young woman (see
page 6).

Saturday, 22nd: Give thanks that John
(Seung-Joo) Lee and his wife Daisy
(Dasol) could be admitted to
communicant membership in the
Knox congregation (see page 6).

Friday, 14th: Please prayerfully
consider contributing to the Chhapara
Mission School appeal (see page 9).

Sunday, 23rd: Pray that our worship
today will equip us to be fit for service
in God’s kingdom.

Saturday, 15th: Please uphold in
prayer Jim & Val Cromarty of the
Manning congregation. They have
had a number of health issues. David
& Heather Wilson would also value
your prayers as David’s mother is
very ill in the hospice in Wingham
(see page 6).

Monday, 24th: Pray for the ministry
of the Brisbane congregation.

Wednesday, 26th: Pray for Shekinah,
serving with Interserve India.

Thursday, 6th: Pray for synod as it
continues to meet today.
Friday, 7th: Pray for synod as it wraps
up its meetings today. Pray for the
delegates and visitors travelling home.
Saturday, 8th: A number of ministers
are scheduled to be travelling and
taking time off of their regular work
at some point this month. Pray that
their time away may be a blessing for
them.

Tuesday, 25th: Pray for the Brisbane
office-bearers: for Rev Jim Klazinga;
for elders Stewart Carswell & Wes
Hanna; and for deacons Micah
Klazinga, Keith Schmidt, and
Matthew Schmidt.

Sunday, 16th: Pray that our worship
today may give glory and honor to
the gracious God who alone saves.

Thursday, 27th: Please remember in
prayer our covenant children, young
people and adults as they struggle
with the false philosophies and
temptations of this fallen world (see
page 6).

Monday, 17th: Pray for the ministry
of the Northern Rivers congregation
in MacLean and Grafton.

Friday, 28th: Pray for the Tongan
family of members in the Mt. Druitt
congregation who have been unable
to return home to Tonga (see page 7).

Sunday, 9th: Give thanks for the
opportunity and privilege of being
able to manifest the communion of
saints in our congregations as we
assemble for worship today.

Tuesday, 18th: Pray for the Northern
Rivers office-bearers: for Rev David
Kerridge; for elders Ross Campbell,
John Greensill, and John McPhee; and
for deacons Gordon Law, Bruce
Campbell, and Ernie Really.

Saturday, 29th: Pray for Luke and
Tessa Keast of the Ulverstone
congregation, who, together with
their young family, have relocated to
Canberra (see page 7).

Monday, 10th: Pray for ministry of
the Hastings congregation in
Wauchope.

Wednesday, 19th: Pray for the
International Mission for Jewish
People.

Tuesday, 11th: Pray for the Hastings
office-bearers: for Rev John Forbes;
for elders Doug Hamilton and Glen
Hamilton; and for deacon Neil
McKinnon.

Thursday, 20th: Pray for the ministry
of the Reformed Churches of New
Zealand, and the Christian Reformed
Churches of Australia. Pray for our
relationship and contact with them.
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Sunday, 30th: Pray that God by His
Spirit may enable us to join in
worship today with a reverential
posture, with a sense that God is our
sovereign King.
Monday, 31st: Pray for the ongoing
ministry of the Ulverstone
congregation.
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